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To ctll whom it muay coneeri:

Be 1t known that I, WILLIAM M. KETCHIN,
a citizen of the Umted States of America, and
aresidentof Tariffville,inthe county of Hart-
ford and State of Conneetlout have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in To-
bacco-Hangers, of which the following is a
specification. -

This invention relates to apparatus for
hanging or suspending articles which are to
be separated from each other when hung up,
and particularly relates to the suspending £
tobacco-leaves; and it has for its objeet the
provision of an inexpensive device into which
the stems of the leaves may be quickly intro-
duaced, thereby holding these leaves by their
stems firmly and properly separated from one
another and from which the leaves may be
quickly removed. 1 accomplish these ob-
jects by means of bent spring-clamps, which
are attached and firmly held in bars, as de-
scribed in the following specification and

illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-

proved device, broken at one point and show-
ing a leaf held in suspension. Iig. 2 is an
end view thereof, showing a leaif-stem about
to be introdueced into the device. Fig. 3
shows a side view of a portion of a bar, show-
ing two spring-clamps, one of which holds a
leaf. Fig. 4 is a bottom view oi the bar,
showing one spring-clamp like that in Fig. 3.
Fig. 5 shows a modified form of spring-clamp,
showing a leaf elamped therein. Tig. 6 1s a
bottom view of a portion of a bar, showing
one clamp like that in Ifig. 5.
Referringtothedrawings, myimproved ap-
paratus consists of a suitable bar of wood or
other material, in which are inserted a series
of spring-clamps C. 'These clamps may be

introduced in the bar upon any side; but in |

the drawings I have shown these clamps in-
troduced at the bottom of the bar 8. These
clamps are preferably formed of round or
slightly-flattened wire, each one consisting of
a projecting portion or shank 9 and a bent
portion which forms a coil of a rounded or
other suitable shape. This bent portion of

the clamp C is so made as to form an open
throat 10 between the portions 9 and 11 of the |

' ¢clamp, while the lower portion of the clmﬁp

is so formed as to close or nearly close the
space between the lower portions 12 and 13 of
the clamp. This construction of the bends
forms an angularopening 14, as shown clearly
in Fig. 4. The end portion of the wire may
be extended as far as 15. The shank 9 is
driven through the bar 8§, and its end 18 bent
back and driven into the wood in a curved or
angular shape, as shown at 16. This con-
struction holds the spring-clamp from turn-
ing and also holds it from being pushed out
of the bar. In forming thisspring-clamp the
portion 12 1s prefembly placed intermediate
of the portions 11 and 13, so that pressure
will be brought to bear upon the stem 28 by
the clamp at 12
the portions 11 and 13. This consbruemon
holds the leaf flat and in alinement with the
spring-clamp €, as shown clearly in Fig. 8.
In attaching the clamp C to the bar 8 the an-
gular openings 14 may be substantially at
right angles to the bar8 orat an angle thereto,
and these openings should be substanma,ﬂy
parallel to one another. In order that the
leaves 30 may not overlap and touch one an-
other, I prefer that the angular openings 14
should be substantially at Iiﬂ'ht angles to the

bar8,therebyseparating the buspended leaves

to the greatest extent. 1In Figs. 5 and 61
have shown a modified form of this spring-
clamp device attached to the bar 8. Thisde-
viece consists of a stem 20, bent and driven
into the bar 8, as shown at 21. The clamp-
ing portion of this device may be formed in

- a 1ectanfrular or square shape, and c¢onsists

of the bend 22 22 and the bend Z3, forming
an angular opening 24, as shown clearly in
Fig. 6. I preferably form the bend 25 nar-
rower than the bend 22 in order to pinch the
stem 25 at 26 and 27 between the bearing-
points 22 22 of the wire. This operates to
hold the leaf from turning and from being
deflected out of line of the plane of the elamp-
ing devices. - | .

In using this device the bar § may-be held
in the hand or suspended upon a hook at both
ends, and the stem- 28 may be inserted into
the throat 10, as shown in Fig. 2, without
pinching the stem to any appreciable extent.
The leaf is then drawn from its angular po-

, the leaf itself resting upon
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sition downward to the vertical position shown | converging to a substantially closed portion

in Fig. 1, and while moving into that position
the leaf is drawn downward by its stem,which
will not break, as the stem possesses consid-
erable strength in the direction of its length.
By introducing the stem as described the
portions 12 and 13 are sprung apart, and the
leat is elamped and held with its flat side 28
against the portions 11 and 13, in which posi-
tion the leaf is firmly held in alinement with
the clamp and is also held from tarning.
Leaves may be thusintroduced expeditiously,

~and one or more leaves may be quickly re-

15

20

moved simultaneously from this device.

Many modifications in the form of the bent
clamping device having the particular fea-
tures described herein for clamping the stem
or for clenching the clamp in the bar may be
made by those skilled in the art without de-
parting from the spirit of this invention.

I claim as my invention— |

1. The combination of a bar with a series

of spring-clampseach formingan open throat, |

for receiving and clamping a stem.

2. In a tobacco-hanger, the combination of
a bar with a series of spring-clamps, each
having anintegral shank fixed in the bar, and
forming an open converging throat for re-
ceiving and clamping a stem, the series of
throat-openings being substantially parallel
with each other. |

3. In a tobacco-hanger, the combination of
a bar, and a series of coiled spring-clamps,
each forming an open converging throat be-
tween 1ts coils for receiving and clamping a
leaf, each clamp being provided with an in-
tegral shank clenched in the bar, for main-
taining the clamps in substantially parallel
relation.

vigned at Hartford, Conneecticut, this 13th
day of February, 1902. -

WILLIAM M. KETCHIN.
Witnesses:
WILLIAM A. LORENZ,
HANS MALLNER.
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