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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknownthat I, HENRY H. TAYLOR,EL citi-
zen of the United States residing at Bridge-
port, in the county of Fairfield and State of
Connecticat, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Bustles; and I do
hereby declare the followingtobea full, clear,
and exact description of the mventmn such
as will enable othersskilledin theart to Wthh
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in bustles, but particu-
larly relates to that class of such devices com-
posed of a bulging front portion and a closed
back portion, and has for its object to pro-
vide a bustle which will adapt itself to the
person of the wearer very readily and which
will not cause any discomfort.

With these ends in view my invention con-
sists 1n certain details of construction, such
as will be hereinafter fully described and
then specificaily be designated by theclaims.

In the accompanying drawings, which form
a part of this application, Figuare 11is a fl(mt
elevation of my improved bustle, Fig. 2, a
rear elevation thereof; Fig. 3, a section at
the line ¢ o of Fig. 1, and Fiﬂ' 4 is a view
showing a slight modlﬁca,t,lon of my inven-
tion. |

Similar numbers of ,reference denote like
parts in the several figures of the drawings.

Heretofore bustles hcwe been madse wwh a
bulging front, obtained from the proper ma-
nipulations of suitably-shaped woven-wire
blanks and a backing has been attached to
the bulging form, at the extreme periphery
thereof, so as to completely close the rear of
the bustle, this form of bustle being shown
and described in Letters Patent No. 626,207,
issued May 30, 1899, to Harry H. Keil. I have
ascertained that a bustle of this sort will not
fit the person of the wearer snugly and com-
fortably, owing to the fact that the closed
back, extending, as it does, clear to the pe-
riphery of the bustle, preventsthe latter from
adapting itself readily to the walst-line and
to the shape of the wearer.

The objecet of my present invention 18 to

obviate this difficulty, and my improvement
will be clearly understood from the following
description.

1is the bu]wmfrform made from woven-wire
fabric.

2 is a binding-tape sewed to the upper edge
of the bulging form, which is adapted to em-
brace the waist of the wearer.

3 is a binding-tape sewed to the lower edge
of the bulging form, and 4 represents strings
or tapes attached to the corners of the bustle,
whereby the latter may be secured to the per-
son of the wearer.

5 18 a backing made of suitable material,
such as muslin, similar in shape tothe shape
of the bulging form, but smaller in dimen-
sions, which backing is sewed to the inside
of the bulging form at a distance from the
binding-tapes 23. This backing is stretched
tightly, so that there is considerable space
between it and the bulging form, the object
of this construction being to preserve the
shape of the bustle and to prevent the same
from collapsing too readily:.

It will thus beclear that 1 have provided a

‘bustle similar to the bustle deseribed in the

Letters Patent aforesaid, except that there is
a portion of the woven-wire fabric which sep-
arates the perimeter of the backing from the
binding-tapes around the perimeter of the
bulging form, and this renders the upperand
lower edges of the bustle flexible, so that
these edﬂ'es will readily yield and conform to
the shape of the wearer, thereby greatly con-
tributing toward personal comtort and a bet-
ter fit and shape.

In the event that a bustle is to be made up
of two sections 6 7 of bulging woven-wire
forms, such as areillustrated in the modifica-
tlon at Kig. 4, I would unite these sections at
the upperor waist-line edges by sewing there-
to a continuous tape 8, while the lower and
inner abutting edges of these sections would
be bound by tapes 9 10, and the closed back-
ings 11 12, which appear in dotted lines, will
be applied to the inside of the forms 6 7 in
the manner hereinbefore described.

It will thus be readily nnderstood that my

improvement can be readily applied in the

manufacture of sectional bustles.
Having thus described my invention, what

| Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—
1. A bustle comprising a woven-wire bulg-
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ing form having its edges bound with tape, | said tape whereby the edges of the bulging
and a closed backing sewed to the inside of | form are rendered flexible, substantially as
sald form at a distance from said tape, sub- [ set forth. |

stantially as set forth. In testimony whereof I affix my signature

5 2. A bustlecomprising a woven-wire bulg- | in presence of two witnesses.
- 1ng form having its edges bound with tape, |
and a comparatively small closed backing
stretched tightly and sewed to the inside of Witnesses:
sald form, the perimeter of said backing F. W. SMmits, Jr.,
1o throughout its extent being separated from ; M. T. LONGDEN.

HENRY H. TAYLOR.
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