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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that I, MAX STRATUS, a citizen
of the United States of America, residing at
Denver, in the county of Arapahoe and State
of Colorado, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Hand - Straps for
Street-Railway Cars; and I do declare the fol-
lowingtobe afull, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use thesame,reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, and to the fig-
ures of reference marked thereon, which form
a part of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
hand-straps for railway-cars.

The object of the invention is to produce a
hand-strap which shall be constructed so that
persons of varying heights may be acecommo-
dated by the same strap, or that two or more
persons may grasp the same strap simulta-
neously, or tha,t a person of very short stat-
ure may use the hooked end of a cane or um-
brella to engage the said strap, even though
the same may be grasped by another person.
To this end I provide the hand-strap now in
oeneral use with a plurality of steps or grasp-
ing portions arranged one above theother be-
tween the two members of the said hand-
strap and secured to the same in any pre-
ferred manner, as will be set forth in the ac-
companying specification and claims.

In the accompanying drawing, forming
part of this application, I have illustrated my
invention by a perspective view of the same.

Referring to the said drawing, the nu-
meral 1 indicates the usual supporting-rod,
which 18 secured to the roof of the carin the
well-known manner. Upon this rod 1 the
hand-straps 2 are hung, so as to have a slid-
ing movement thereon. The hand-straps in
general use are arranged so as to present a
long loop or grasping portion & and a short
loop 4, through which the supporting-rod 1
passes. The free ends of the strap overlap
between the two loops,and a rivet passing
through the said ends and through the other
member of the strap secures the ends and
forms the loop 8 and 4, as shown. DBetween
the two members 3%, forming the long loop 8,

are secured a plurality of short straps 6, ar-

| ranged one above the other in step fashion,

as shown. Thesestrapsbare secured at each

end to a member 3* of the loop 3 by a rivet 6 -

or in any other preferred way, and thus form
a number of small loops or grasping portions,
by which persons of varying heights may be
accommodated.or two or more persons may be
accommodated by the same strap simultane-
ously, My invention contemplates making
the loop 3 somewhat longer than those in use
at the present time, so that short persons or
children may grasp the lower end of the loop
3 or the first or second step-loop 5, while per-
sons with a longer reach would naturally take
one of the upper loops, and while I have illus-
trated four of these step-loops a greater or
less number may be used, as deswed

This form of hand- strap is especially de-
sirable when a car is crowded, for, as pre-

| viously mentioned, two or moere persons may

use a single strap at the same time, and each
passengeris thus accommodated and may be

saved the annoyance of being thrown from

side to side as the caris started and stopped.

From the foregoing it will be seen that my
improved hand-strap possesses superior ad-
vantages to those now in use and that its
employment will be conducive of comfort and
convenience.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim as new,and desire to secutre by Letters
Patent, ig-—

1. A hand-strap, the lower end of which is
formed into a loop; a plurality of steps or

loops, arranged one above the other, between

the two members of the main loop, and se-
curely attached at each end toone of the mem-
bers of the said loop, substantially as shown.
2. A hand-strap, the lower portion of which
is formed into a loop, a plurality of short
straps which extend longitudinally from one
member of the loop to the other, the said
straps being arranged one above the other,
and secured to the members of the aforesaid
loop, substantially as shown.
In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
MAX STRAU%
Witnesses:
G. SARGENT ELLIOTT,
MORRIS SELIGSOHN.
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