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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, BERNHARD CREPLIN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Good-
land, in the Choctaw Nation, Indian Terri-
tory, have invented a new and useful Draft-
HEqualizer, of which the following is a speci-
fication. ' - .

This invention relates to draft-equalizers
for three or more horses; and it consists.in
certain novel features of the construetion, as

hereinafter shown and described,and specifie-

ally pointed out in the claims.
In the drawings illustrative of the inven-
tion, Figure 1 is aplan view. Fig. 2is a rear

elevation, partiallyinsection. Figs. 3,4, and |
- b are perspective views .of

parts of the device
detached. |
The device will be attached to the tongues

or draft-poles of harvesting machinery, gang

and other plows, and any machinery or ve-
hicle having side draft and requiring the use

of three or more horses, and in the drawings

the draft-pole is represented at 10 and will be
of the ordinary construction. .Pivotally con-
nected to the tongue by a bolt 11is an evener-
bar or tripletree 12. T
farther to one side than to the other of the
tongue, and the doubletree 13 is coupled to
the outerend of the Jong arm, while the short
arm of the tripletree extends beyond the
tongue on the opposite side, as shown.
~Attached rigidly to the tongue 10 at the
point where the bolt 11 passes through it is a
brace-arm 14, extending laterally from the
tongue and conforming in outline substan-
tially with the short arm of the tripletree 12,
the outer end of this short arm being pivot-
ally united to the outer end of the brace-arm
by a pivot-bolt 15. The pivot-bolt 15 passes

‘through an elongated slot 16 in the tripletree

12, (shown in Fig. 2,) so as to provide a flexi-
ble joint between the parts 14 and 12, as here-
inafter shown. 1
end of the short arm of the tripletree 12 is
cut away, as shown at 122, to provide a cavity
between its outer ernd and the outer end of

the brace-arm 14, this space designed to re-’

ceive theinnerend of a coupling-bar 17, which
18 also cut away at the upper part of itsinner
end, as at 17*, so that the general surfaces

T'he evener-bar extends'_
l

The under part of the outer

| bar 17 is pivotally united to the brace-arm 14
by a bolt 18, as shown in Fig. 9.
tree 19 for the attachment of the single horse
1s coupled to the outer end of the coupling-

The single-

bar 17, as shown.
‘HEmbracing both the upper and lower sur-

faces of the short arm of the tripletree and
extending inward beyond the pivot-bolt 11 is

a sheet-metal guard or wear-plate 20. Like-
wise embracing both the upper and lower sur-
faces of theinner portion of the coupling-bar
17 18 a sheet-metal wear-plate 21, by which
means all the wearing-surfaces between the
tripletree and coupling-bar are metal-lined,
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so that there will be no wearing of wood upon -

wood upon any portion of the device. More-
over, the wear-plates by being arranged to
inclose the ends of parts 12 and 17 form sup-
ports thereto, which greatly strengthens them
as well as preventing splitting or abrasion.

- T'he means whereby the two parts 12 and
17 are united is an important feature of the

Invention, as the coupling between them is.

attained without increasing the total thick-

ness vertically over the vertical thickness of

the tripletree 12. By this simple arrange-

ment any inequality in the power or strength
of the horses is corrected and compensated

for by the difference in leverage between the
parts and automatically adjusting itself to
thechanged conditions and causing an equali-

zation of the draft and the prevention of side
draft. S
The parts are all very simple in construe-.

tion and easily assembled and the device read-

ily adapted to the various forms of vehicles

upon which such devices are emploved.
Having thus fully described my invention,

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by

Letters Patent, is— o
- 1. In a draft-equalizer, a draft-tongue, a
tripletree pivotally united to said tongue at
one side of the center with the doubletreo
coupled to its long end and with the under

‘side of the short end cut away, a brace-arm

rigidly connected to said tongue and extend-
1ng laterally therefroin beneath the short end
of said tripletree, a coupling-bar having its
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upper part cut away and engaging the space

between said brace-bar and said cut-away

of the two parts 12 and 17 will coincide, as | portion of said tripletree and adapted to-sup-

-~
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‘shown. Theinnerextremity of the coupling- | port the singletree, a pivot-bolt 1;1ngt._i.-ﬁg Sfud
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| triplétree and said coupling-arm, and a pivot-

bolt uniting said ecoupling-arm and said brace-
arm, whereby the parts are coupled without

mere&smg the vertical thwkness, %ubstan-.

tially as described. ,
2. In a draft-equalizer, a draft- tonﬂ'ue, a

) t11pletree pivotally united to said tongue. at

SR T

one side of the center with the doubletrea
coupled to its long end and with the under
side of the short end cut away, a brace-arm

- rigidly connected to said tongue, and extend-

- ing laterally therefrom beneath theshort end

of said tripletree, a coupling-bar having its
upper part cut away and engaging the space
between said brace-bar and said cut-away
portion of said tripletree and adapted tosup-
port the singletree, a wear-plate embracing
the upper and lower surfacesand the extrem-

704,001

ity of the short end of said tripletree and be-
tween it and said tongue and between it and
said brace-arm, a wear-plate upon the upper
and lower surfaces and the inner extremity

of said coupling-arm and between it and said

20

brace-arm and between it and said tripletree,

a pivot-bolt uniting said tripletree and said
coupling-arm, and a pivot-bolt uniting said
coupling-arm and said brace-arm, substan-
tially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregomg as
my own Ihave hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

BERNHARD OREPLIN

Witnesses:
J. F. HOMER,
H. FUNKE.
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