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To all whom it may concern:
Beit known thatl, WILLIAM . BREWSTER,

of New York, in the countyof New York and

State of New York, have invented cerfain
new and useful Improvementq in Supporting
Devices for Electric Lamps; and I do heleby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact description of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to animprovementin
supporting devices for electric lamps, the ob-
ject being to provide suitable supporting de-
vices for electric lamps which may be rear-
ranged at pleasure to permit of a change in
the design formed by the group of lamps,

combined with devices connected to the lamp-

receptacles, and which present in daylight a
neat and clearly-distinguishable outline of
the design orletter or group of letters formed

- by the series of lamps.
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With these ends in view myinvention con-

sists in a series of lamp sockets or recepta-

cles, adjustable connecting devices uniting

the several sockets, frontstrips or plates hav-

ing polished, bright, or colored surfaces that
will contrast with surrounding objects also
connecting the several lamps and covering

~ the connecting devices, and a guard or sleeve
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surrounding the outer ends of the recepta-
cles and also provided with bright, polished,

~or colored surfaces, whereby the complete

35

40

1mprovements applied thereto.
“view in side elevation of same.
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outline of the design, word, or words will be
clearly visible and dlStlD““albh&ble inthe day-
light.

My invention further consists in the parts
and combinations of parts, as will be more
fully explained,and pointed outin the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view in elevation of a letter made up of a
series of incandescent lamps and having my
Fig. 2 is &

view 1n section through two lamps, showmﬂ‘
the manner of securing the lamp sockets or
receptacles to the holders and the relative
location of the flat strips to the said holder,
and IKig. 4 is a similar view of a modification.
1 and 2 represent the two parts of the lamp
receptacle or socket, preferably made of por-
celain and prefembly mechanically united
by the small screw 3, which latter passes
through the base of pm-t 1 of the receptacle,

Fig. 3 1s a |

through the part 2, and mto a threaded open-
ing in the head 4 of serew 5. The head of
thls bolt 5 rests within a socket in the rear or

outerfaceof part 2of the receptacle or socket,
with its screw-threaded shank or stem pro-

jecting therefrom for the attachment of the
supporting-links 6. These links are prefer-
ably flat, as shown, and of any desired length,
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and each 1s provided at its ends with an en- .

. larged head, the enlargements of both heads

projecting from thesameside of thelinkin the
form of circular disks 7. The outer faces of
these disks are toothed or serrated, so as to
interlock with one another, and each is pro-
vided with a central a,pertme for the passage
of the bolts 5, which, as before stated, are
firmly secured to the rear or outer face of the
part 2 of the lamp receptacle or socket.
teeth of the disk 7 of one link 6 are adapted
to mesh with the teeth of another link.
Hence when two disks are. COUpled up, as
shown in Fig. 3, and locked in position by a

winged nut 6 on bolt 5 it will be seen that
the links are held against the possibility of

slipping on one &nother and a solid and firm
support provided for the lamp-sockets. By
providinﬂ' short links for connecting the
lamps, that they can be assembled to form let-
ters or words or even intricate designs, and

by supporting thelamp receptacles or sockets

at the junctures of the links the lamps also
form a skeleton outline of the same design
as the supporting-links.

While I prefer to employ links havmﬂ‘ ser-

| rated Interlocking heads to prevent the Ppos-

sibility of the 1mks accidentally changing or
shifting their relative positions after havmn'
been once adjusted, I may employ plain flat
links without serr dthIlS, as shown in Fig. 4,
and in a great many-instances such devices
will be as effective as the serrated links and

at the same time be decidedly less expenswe'
and lighter in weight.

One of the p11n01pal features of my inven-

‘tion is in the plates or strips supported by

the several receptacles or sockets and cover-

- 1ng and concealing the links and conductor

Wires when the design 1s viewed from the
front and presenting in the daylight the true
and complete outline of the letter or design
formed by the assembled lamps.
or strips 9 are preferably made of aluminium,

{ or they may be made of any suitable mate-

The -
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rial silvered, colored, enameled, burnished,

~or otherwise treated to present a contrasting
surface with surrounding objects or one that,

can be readily seen at a distance and in the
daylight, and each is provided near its ends
with an opening of a size sufficient to receive

the Inner end of part 1 of the receptacle or |

socket, the said plate embracing said part
between the shoulder 10, formed on part 1 of
the receptacle, and the link 6 and held

by the split rings 6°, embracing the sockets
behind the plate With these plates or strips
connecting all the lamps constituting the let-

ter or design it will be seen that they will

form a pérfect outline of the entire letter or
design when viewed from the front, thus ren-
dermn* the design or sign nearly as prominent

in the daytime as it is at night when illumi--

nated.  To still further asswt in making the
outline of the letter or design visible or promi-
nent in the daylight, I pI‘OVlde the front end

- of each receptacle or socket with a sleeve or
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rain-guard, also preferably having a surface
eorresponding with that of the plate and

- pr efera,bly madeof aluminium. Thesesleeves

or rain-guards 12 are cylindrical in form and
of a dlameter sufficient to snugly embrace
the outer exposed portions of the receptacles,
and each is preferably punched or spun, so

as to be without seam or joint, and is pro-
- vided at 1ts outer end with an inwardly-pro- |

Jectmcr depressed integral flange, which lat-

ter is adapted to engage the lamp near its

neck and form, in eﬁeet, a reflector therefor.
These guards are yieldingly held outwardly,
with their flanges in contact with the lamps,
by the springs 14, which latter bear at one
end against said ﬂanﬂ'es and at their other
ends agamst the outer faces of the recepta-
cles or sockets and are retained in position

- on said receptacles by the lamps.
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With a sign or design formed of 9 series of

lamps Supported by a frame made up of a se-

ries of short links and connected by the plates
or strips and the exposed portions of the re-
ceptacles also covered by a sleeve forming a
rain-guard I secure neat and plain lefters or

designs which are readily distinguishable in
the daytime and which make the design as

effective as an advertising medium in the
daylight as well as when the lamps are 11lu-
minated. |

It is evident that many slight' changes
might be made in the relative a,rrano*ements
of parts herein shown and described Without

departing from the spirit and scope of my in-

vention. Hence I would have it understood
that I do not wish to confine myself to the ex-
act construction of parts shown and de-
seribed; but,

Havmg fully deseribed my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The combination with a series of lamp- {
receptacles, and a series of separate adjust-

able receptacle-supporting devices connect-

703,984

ing said Ia,mp receptacles, of independent
plates or strips also connecting the several
receptacles and located in front of the ad-

justable connecting devices.
2. The combination with a series of lamp-

| receptacles and a series of adjustable links
connecting said receptacles, of independent

plates or stups connecting the several recep-
tacles and covering the lmks and wire con-

| ~ductors.
against displacement by these parts and also |

jo.
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3. 'T'he combination with a series of 1a,mp- |

| receptacles, and a series of adjustable links

connecting said receptacles, of independent
plates or strips connecting the several recep-
tacles and covering the hnks and wire con-
ductors, and sleeves over the outer ends of
the receptaeles

4. The combination with a series of lamp-
receptacles, a series of flat links each having
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serrated ends and means for adjustably con-
necting the links to the receptacles, of plates

connected to the several receptacles and cov-
ering and concealing said links from the
front.

5. The eombmatlon with a series of lamp-
receptacles, a series of links and means for
adjustably connecting the links to the recep-
tacles, of plates supported by the receptacles

in front of the links, and sleeves or guards.

covering the exposed front ends of the recep-
tacles.

- 6. Tho combination with a series of la,mp-
receptacles, a series of links, and means for
adjustably connecting the links to the recep-
tacles, of plates supported by the receptacles
in front of the links, and spring - pressed
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sleeves or guards embracing the outer ex-

posed ends of the receptacles.
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7. The combination with a series of lamp-
receptacles, a series of links and means for

adjustably connecting the links to the recep-
tacles, of plates supported by the receptacles
in front of the links, and spring - pressed

IO

sleeves or guards embracing the outer ex-

posed ends of the receptacles, each sleeve or

guard having an inwardly- progjectmn‘ ﬂange |

at its outer end

8. The combination with a series of lamp-
receptacles and a sectional and adjustable
supporting-frame therefor,of a spring-pressed
sleeve or guard embrat,mn* the outer end of
each receptaele and prowded at its outer end
with an inwardly-projecting flange adapted

to bear against the lamp.
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9. The combination of a series of lamp-r - -
ceptacles a series of links each having inter-

locking serrated or toothed ends, and means

conneetlnﬂ' salid links with the lamp -recep-
tacles.
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In testimony whereof I h;we signed this

specification in the presence of two subserib-
Ing witnesses. |

WILLIAM F. BRE WSTER

Witnesses:
W. L. MURRAY
A. W. SEXTON, J r,
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