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Io all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, CALVERT WOODFORD
THRELKELD and COLIN HODGE THRELKELD,
citizens of the United States, residing at Mem-

§ phis, in the county of Shelby and State of
l'ennessee, have invented a new and useful
Trace-I I‘astene1 of which the following is a i
specification.

The present invention relates to trace-fas-

10 teners arranged to retain a trace upon a sin-
gle or double tree; and the object thereof is
to provide a structure which is extremely sim-
ple and inexpensive and that will securely
hold a trace upon a whiffletree and prevent

15 its movementin either direction thereon, said
fastener being readily operable to release the
trace and bemn' arranged with relation to the |
whiffletree so that 1t 1s held ‘wa,mst accidental
displacement theteon.

20  Thepreferred construction of the invention.
is clearly illustrated in the accompanying |
drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of 2 portion
of a Whll etree, showing the improved fas-

25 tener applledtheleto I‘lﬂ' 2isalongitudinal
sectional view through the same, and Fig. 3
18 a cross-sectional view. |

Similarnumerals of reference designate cor-
responding partsinall thefigures of the draw-

30 ings. |

The whiffl etree is designated by the refer- |
ence-numeral 10 and is made in the ordinary
form, being tapered toward its end. This
end is prowded with a pair of longitudinally-

35 disposed sockets 11 and 12, the outer of which
18 tapered toward its lower end, as shown in
Kig. 2. The fastener is prefelably made of
Sprmmwwe having one end formed into a fas-
tening-stem 13, tha,t 18 passed through the

40 whiffletree on the inner side of the sockets
and having its terminal offset embedded in
the Whlﬁlemee, as shown at 14, Upon the
opposite end of thls stem is arranged a coiled-
spring portmn 15, from which extends ashank

45 16, that is located longitudinally of and in
spa,ced relation to the whiffletree. The free
end of this shank carries an inset holding-
loop 17, that is movably mounted in the in-
ner or 100p socket 11, the side arms of said

50 loopconstituting holdm og=shoulders18. From
the outer por tion of thig loop projects a guide-

}

ﬁn oer 19 that is disposed at an mchnatwn
to the adgaeent face of the whiffletree and has
its outer end arranged in the outer or finger
socket 12. The outward movement of the
trace-fastener is limited by a stop-pin 20,
that extends across the inner or 1001:) socket

11, above the loop, as clearly shown in Figs,

2and 3.

The operation of the device will be readily
apparent. When a trace is placed upon the
end of the whiffletree and moved longitudi-

gulde-finger 19 thereby depressing the same
and moving 1t into its socket 12. The hold-

ing-loop will in like manner be moved into

the socket 11 wuntil the trace alines there-
with,whereupon the fastenerwill again spring
outwardly, with the holdmﬂ'-shoulders 18 on
opposite sides of the trace. Said trace will

therefore be securely held against movement

in either direction upon the. whiffletree; but
when 1t is desired to remove the same it is
only necessary to depress the holder or fas-
tening device by bearing upon the shank 16,
whereupon the trace may be readily moved
over the guide-finger 19.

The advantawes for this constrnctmn may
be summed up as follows: In the first place
the strueture is extremely inexpensive, being

composed of wire and being capable of bemg

bent to properformatslightcost. Theguide-
finger and holding-loop being located in theilr

respective sockets prevent lateral movement

of the fastener with respect to the whiffletree,
so that it must necessarily retain its proper
relation. The stop-pin 20 prevents the out-
ward movement of the loop, and thus insures
the same being maintained in the socket.
From‘the foregoing it is thought that the
construction, operation, and many advan-
tages of the herein-described invention will
be apparent to those skilled in the art with-
out further description, and it will be under-
stood that various changes in the size, shape,

proportion, and minor details of constructmn |

may be resorted to without departing from
the spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages
of the invention.

Having thus deseribed our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire o secure by Let-
tors Patent, is-—
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nally thereon, it will ride over the 1nclmed |
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20

spaced relation to the whif
- a trace-receliving loop at 1ts outer end that is

25

loop

2

1. Inatrace-fastener, the combination with |

awhifiletree having a socket of aspring trace-
holder mounted upon the Wlhlﬂietree and hav-
ing an inwardly-extending trace-receiving
loop, theinner end of which is movably mou nt—
ed in the socket, said loop being held thereby
agalinst lateral d1splacement.

2. Inatrace-fastener, the combination with
a whiffletree having a socket, of a trace-holder
secured to the whiffletree on the inner side of
the socket, said trace-holder having an in-
wardly-extending trace-receiving loop, the in-
ner end of which is movably mounted in the
socket, and an inclined guide-finger project-
ing from the outer side of the trace-receiving

3. Inatrace-fastener, the combination with
a whiffletree having a pair of longitudinally-

disposed sockets arranged in alinement, of a

spring trace-holder secured to the whiffletree
on the Inner side of the inner socket, said
trace-holder comprising a shank dlsposed in
letree and having

movably loca_ted in the inner socket, and an
inclined guide-finger projecting from the
outerend of the loop and movable in the outer
socket.

703,321

4. Inatrace-fastener, the combination with
a whiffletree having a socket, of aspring trace-

holder mounted upon the whiffletree and hav-
ing an inset trace-receiving loop thatis mov-
ably mounted in the socketf, and a stop ex-

tending across the socket and engaging the

loop to limib the outward movement thereof.

5. Inatrace-fastener, the combination with
a whiffletree having a longitudinally-disposed
socket, of a trace-holder mounted upon the
whiffletree and comprising a fastening-stem
passing through said whifiletree on the inner
side of the socket, a coiled spring located at
the end of the stem, a shank arranged longi-
tudinally of and in spaced relatlon to the
whiffletree, an inset loop portion movably lo-
cated in the socket, and an inclined guide-
finger projecting from the outer end of the
loop portion.

In testimony that we clmm the foregoing as
our own we have hereto affixed our signatures

- in the presence of two witnesses.

CALYERT WOODFORD THRELKELD.
COLIN HODGE THRELKELD.

Witnesses:
C. M. TUGGLE,
. W. MOORE.
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