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10 all whom it may corncern:

Be it known that I, HARRY A. CLARK, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing in the city
and county of San Francisco, State of Cali-
fornia, haveinvented an Improvementin Bot-
tle-Stopper Attachments; and I hereby de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act deseription of the same.

My invention relates to an attachment for
bottle-stoppers of that c¢lass in which a stop-
per has a link passing through a hole in the
rigid portion of the stopper and the ends of
the link connected with a lever fulerumed to
the bottle by a wire or clamp surrounding the

bottle-neck, so that when the loop of the le-

ver is pressed down against the neck of the
bottle it acts through the link to draw the
stopper downward and force the soft or flexi-
ble portion tightly into the bottle-neck to
form a closure, and when the lever is lifted
up and turned about its fulerum it releases
the link and the stopper and allows the lat-
ter to be removed. In this class of attach-
ments the lever is made in the form of a
curved loop, which when the stopper isforced
into the bottle lies closely against the side
of the neck, and the pressure is so great that
it 18 very difficult to lift this lever to release
the stopper.

It is the object of my invention to provide

an attachmenf whereby this lever may be .

easily disengaged and lifted to release the
stopper. -

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 1s a view of the upper portion of a

bottle with my attachment in its place, show- |

ing the bottle closed. [I'ig. 21s a similar view
with the stopper released. Iig. 8 1s a front
view of the same. Fig. 4is a detail of the
releasing-lever. .

A is a porcelain or other suitable stopper of
hard material, and B is a soft washer or cush-
ion, which is forced into the neck of the bot-
tle C, so as to form a tight closure by forei-
bly drawing down the portion A of the stop-
per. 'This is effected by means of a link 2,

passing through an open slot 8 in the stop-
per, and the two ends of this link extend
down upon each side of the bottle-neck and
5o are.turned inwardly, as at 4, to pass through
loops & npon each side made by one turn npon

| each side of the curved lever 6. Irom this
curve the ends of the lever extend up and are
bent at right angles, as shown at 7, and are
inserted into loops or coils 8§ made in the wire
9, which is twisted around and encircles the
neck of the hottle. The lever 6 ordinarily
lies against the bottle-neck, approximately
following its curvature, and when it is thus
closed the pull of the link 2 in the loop 5 of
the lever tends to keep the curved portion 6
tightly against the bottle, making it very dif-
“ficult, and especially for those unaccustomed,
to open it. m

| In myinvention I form a supplemental le-
ver 10, whichisfulernmed inthe wire 9, which
surrounds the bottle-neck and which extends
‘ sufficiently below the main loop or eurvature

of the lever 6 to give a sufiicient purchase by
which to raise the lever and allow the elas-
ticity of the stopper B by its pull upon the
link 2 to throw the parts into the position as
shown in Fig. 2, when the stopper will be
i loose and easily removed.

The lever 10 may be formed of an independ-
| ent piece bent, as shown at 12, so as to pass
through spaces formed between the wire 9 and
the bottle-neck, as shown at 13. By a slight
pull upon the projecting end 11 of the lever 10

until it passes the center about which it
turns—that is, the line of the loops 8—when
| 1t will fly up and allow the cork to beremoved.

I c¢laim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
enf, 1Is— |

1. The combination with a bottle-stopper,
alink fitted thereto and extending down upon
each side of the bottle, and a lever having

! downwardly through, and adapted to bear
outwardly against, the lower portion of the
| first-named lever, to raise the latter from its
closed position against the bottle. |

a bent link extending therethrough and hav-
ing inturned lower ends, a curved lever par-
tially surrounding the bottle - neck having

| loops in which the inturned ends of the link

the lever 6 will be moved about 1ts fulecrum

| one portion fulerumed upon each side of the
bottle and an intermediate portion loosely
connected with the lower ends of the link, of
a lever fulerumed to the bottle and passinge
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2. Thecombination with a bottle-stopper of
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are fitted, a wire surrounding the bottle-neck | of the apparatus, extending downwardly from
‘having loops in which the ends of the lever | thestopper-holding-link actuating-lever, and
‘are turnable, and a supplemental lever ful- | having an outwardly-turned loop atits lower

crumed to sald wire and passing through and | end. | |
5 adapted to bear ontwardly against the curved In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 15
portion of the first-named lever to raise said | hand.
lever from 1ts closed position against the bot- | '
tle-neck. - Witnesses:
- 3. A Dbottle-stopper-releasing device con- | S. H. NOURSE,
1o sisting of a lever fulerumed to the neck-band - JrsstE C. BRODIE.

HARRY A. CLARK.
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