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To all whony it may concerm:

Be it known that I, MiLTON ORLANDO
WICKS, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Babylon, in the county of Suffolk and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Brake-Op-

erating Devices, of which the following is a
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full and complete specification, such as will
enable those skilled in the art to which 1t
appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to devices for oper- |

ating the brake or brakes of a tramway-car,
and particularly to that part of such devices
connected with and operated by a spindle or
shaft passing vertically through the platiorm
of a ear; and the object of the inventionis to
provide improved devices of this class which
are simple in construction and positive In
their operation and which may be quickly

and easily connected with a car for the pur-

pose specified; and with this and other ob-
jects in view the invention consists in the
construction, combination, and arrangement
of parts hereinafter described and claimed.

In the drawings forming part of this speci-
fication, Figure 1 is a side elevation of my

improved brake-operating device and show- |

ing a part of the platform of a car, and Fig.
2 a section on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1.

In the drawings forming part of this speci-
fication I have shown at @ a part of the plat-
form of a car, and at b a shaft or spindle
passing vertically therethrough and which is
provided at its upper end with a reduced por-
tion b2, adapted to receive a crank or wheel
by which the shaft or spindle is operated, and,

secured to the bottom of the platform ¢ 18 a |

hanger ¢, on which the shaft or spindle rests
and through the bottom of which is passed a
reduced portion b° of said shaft or spindle.
Secured to the top of the platform « 1s a
plate d, and secured to the bottom of said
platform is another and larger plate ¢, and
the shaft or spindle passes through both of
these plates and is free to turn therelin.
Mounted on and secured to the shaft or
spindle at a predetermined distance below
the plate e is a ratchet-wheel f, having a hub
g, through which and the shait or spindle 18
assed a bolt /1 in order to secure said wheel

to said shaft or spindle, or said wheel may

|

|

be secured to said shaft or spindle in any de-
sired manner, |

Connected with the plate earetwohangers
/;, between which is pivoted a lever m, one
end of whichiscurveddownwardly and point-
ed and adapted to engage the ratchet-teeth
of the wheel 7, as shown atm?, and pivotally
connected with the other end of the lever m
is a rod n, which passes upwardly through
the plate eand into and through the platform
a and is provided at its upper end with a cy-
lindrical knob or head n? between which and
the plate ¢ is placed a spring o, and the le-
ver m, or the end thereof with which the rod
n is connected, is depressed by pressing on
the knob or head n* with the foot.

Passing through the lower end portion ot
the shaft or spindle b is a bolt p, one end of
which is provided with an eye p*, with which
is connected a chain 93 which in practice is
connected with the brake mechanism, which
is not shown, and the operation will be read-
ily understood from the foregoing description
when taken in connection with the accom-
panying drawings and the following state-
ment thereof.

A crank or wheel is connected with the
shaft or spindle at 0% and all that is neces-
sary to apply the brake, which is not shown,
is to turn the shaft or spindle to the right,
and the lever m, operating in connection with
the ratchet-wheel f, will hold the brake when
once applied until said leveris released from
the ratchet-wheel by depressing the knob or
head »n° of the bolt n.

This device is simple in construction and
operation and will not easily get out of order
and may be applied to any form of tramway-
car now in use and may also be applied to
other cars or vehicles, as will be readily un-
derstood.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 18—

A brake-operating device, comprising a ver-
tically-arranged spindle orshaft which passes
through the platform of acarorother vehicle,
2 ratchet-wheel secured on said spindle or
shaft below said platform, a lever pivotally
supported over said ratchet-wheeland adapt-
ed to engage therewith and a spring-operated
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2 703,106

rod pivotally connected with said lever and | myinvention I have signed my name, in pres-
passing upwardly through the platform and | ence of the subscribing witnesses, this 18th
adapted to be depressed, said spindle or shaft | day of September, 1901,

being also provided below said ratechet-wheel MILTON ORLANDO WICKS.
5 With means for connecting a flexible brake- | Witnesses:
operating device therewith. | . HARRY JAMES WICKS,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as | FrLoyp Wicks UDALL.
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