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To all whonv it mal concerm:

Beitknown thatI,JOSEPH MILTON STROUT,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Portland, in the county of Cumberland and
State of Maine, have invented a new and use-
ful Measuring-Cup, of which the following 18
& specification.

The object of my invention is to provide a
cup or vessel for measuring powdered or gran-
nlar material; and it comprises in general a
cylindrical vessel provided with a movable
bottom or follower carrying a sliding scale
by means of which the position of the bottom
or follower may be adjusted for the measure-
ment of different quantities.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
is a perspective view of a measuring-cup con-
structed in accordance with my invention.
I'ig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional elevation of
the same. TFig. 3 is an inverted plan view
of the device. ¥ig. 4 is a perspective view
of the bottom or follower and 1ts measuaring-
scale removed from the cup. Iig.51s a per-
spective view of the cup proper, a portion of
the wall of the cup being broken away.

Similar numeralsof referenceare employed
to indicate corresponding parts throughout
the several views.

1 indicates a cylindrical cup or vessel open
at both ends and provided at its lower end
with an inwardly-prcjecting stop or shoulder
2, from one edge of which projects a small
locking-tongue 3, the latter being arranged
at the extreme lower edge of the eylinder.

Within the cup or casing is a closely-fitting
disk 4, forming a false bottom or follower
which may be adjusted to any desired posi-

tion along the length of the cylinder to vary

the cubic content of the cylinder between
the bottom or follower and the upper edge of
said eylinder. The bottom or follower 1is se-
cured to or formed integral with two slides 9,

curved in cross-section to correspond to the

curvature of the cylinder and fitting snugly
therein in order to create sufficient friction
to hold the slides in any position to which
they may be adjusted. The bottom of the
slides are connected by a curved finger-plece
6 for convenience in adjusting the device,
and as the slides and the cylinder are of
equal length the finger-piece will at all times

be projected slightly below the lower end ot

|

the ecylinder in convenient position to be
orasped. In order to increase the friction
between the slides and the inner wall of the
cylinder, the slides may be formed of spring
metal and slightly bowed or bent outwardly.

On the outer faceof oneor both of theslides
5 is marked a suitable scale, as indicated aft
6'. In the present instance the cup or ves-
sel is supposed to have a capacity equal o
one tablespoonful or two teaspoonfuls, and
the slide has been subdivided to form a scale
representing fractional parts of the total ca-
pacity of the cup. To insure the retention
of the false bottom or follower in its adjust-
ed position, a series of notches 7 are formed
in the vertical edge of one of the slides, a
notch being placed at each of the division-
marks, and said notches are adapted to be
engaged with the tongue 3 by slightly rotat-
ing the slide and bottom by means of a fin-
ger-piece 6. |

The stop or shoulder 2 forms the downward
limit of movement of the bottom; but the lat-
ter, together with the slides and attached fin-
ger-piece, may be readily foreced out through
the top of the cvlinder when thecup is to be
cleaned.

The device is intended primarily for house-
hold use, but of course may be employed in
any capacity for the measurement of diifer-
ent materials.

Various modifications in the form, propor-
tions, and details of construction may be
made within the scope of the claims without
departing from the spirit or sacrificing any
of the advantages of my invention.

IHaving thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. The combination with an open -ended
vessel having at its lower end a stop or shoul-
der, a bottom or follower adapted to slide
within the vessel, oppositely-disposed slides
secured to the bottom or follower and bear-
ing an indicating-scale having a notched edge
for engagement with said stop, and a finger-
piece connecting the lower ends of said slide,
substantially as specified. |

9. The combination with an open-ended
vessel, of a bottom or follower adapted to
slide within the vessel, oppositely-disposed
spring-slides secured to the bottom or fol-
lower and in frictional contact with theinner
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wall of the vessel thereby to assist in retain-
ing the parts in-an adjusted position, one of
sald slides being provided with an indicating-
scale, substantially as specified.

3. The combination with an open-ended

vessel having at its lower end an inwardly-
projecting stop-shoulder and provided with
a locking -tongue, of a bottom or follower
adapted to slide within the vessel, oppositely-

10 disposed slides secured to said bottom or fol-

lower, a finger-piece connecting the lower
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ends of the slides, there being on one of said
slides an indicating -scale and a series of
notches, the latter being adapted for engage-

' ment with the fixed tongue of the vessel.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein

the presence of two witnesses.
JOSEPH MILTON STROTUT.

Witnesses: |
CARROLL W. MORRILL,

L1zzie M. WILLARD.
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