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To all whom Tt maly Conceri:

Beit known that I, FRANK . MCPHERSON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Beaverfalls, in the county of Beaverand State

of Pennsylvania, have invented newand use-

ful Improvements in Mandolin Attachments

for Facilitating the Ease of Playing Same, of

whieh the following is a specification.
This invention relates to new and usefal
improvements in mandolin attachments. The
object of the invention is to facilitate ease of
playing on this musical instrumendt. '
In performing upon the mandolin a pickis

used to strike upon the strings of same In.

order to produce the tone or sound. Inplay-
ing the hand or wrist often becomes nervous
and unsteady, especially in tremolo move-

" ments, where the hand must be constantly in
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a quivering or shaking motion, and as a reé-

sult makes an unsteady ragged tone.

" This invention is designed to overcome the

foregoing fault.

~ The invention comprises a raised portion,

preferably a block or plate oblong in shape,

which is attached to the mandolin, under the

strings of same, between the bridge and sound-

~ hole, and fastened to the instrument at the

30

35

45

sound-hole, having protruding from its edge
a lip-like clamp, preferably made ol spring-
wire. The block or plate has a felt surface
on the under side of same on account of 1ts
sponge or spring like nature and alsc %o in-
sure against seratching or tarnishing the in-
strument. The surface of this block (which
may be constructed of wood, rubber, m etal, or
other desirable materials) is located slightly
under the strings, but low enough to escape

contact with same when the highest frets of

the mandolin are used. As the distance of
the top surface of the block, or ““tremolo-
plate,” which term I give it, is soslighf from

‘the strings, it is intended that the periormer

should play or pick directly over the plate
and at the same time allow the pick {o come
in contact and glide lightly over the surface

of same. The block or plate is rounded atits |

' onds, as shown in the drawings, in order that
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the pick may have a free and smooth move-
ment when coming in contact with same.
By doing this the hand will not becomo un-

- steady and a smooth and better quality of

tone may be produced and the pick kept at a

uniform position.

This attachment is detachable; as will be
seen by the illustrations. The same offect
could be accomplished by having a raised or
swelled portion in the guard-plate. The plate
may be employed exclusively orat intervals,
just asis desired; butit is particularly adapt-
ed for tremolo and chord work. In the ac-
companying drawings will be seen illustra-

| tions of the tremolo-plate.

Figure 1 is a view from the top of the plate,
showing top surface, rounded ends of same,
and a portion of the wire lip or clamp enter-
ing edge of plate. Fig. 2 is a view from end,
showing shape of the wire lip or clamp, whicli
hooks or laps underneath the sound-hole in
order to hold the plate securely in position,
and also the felt surface of the under side, as
previonsly menticned. Tig. 3 is a view of
the under side of plate, showing Spring-wire
clamp and felt surface.

aving thus desceribed my invention, what
T claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18— .

A block or plate having a felt or rabber sur-
faced bottom and alsoe a lip-like clamp which
protrudes from its edge and curves downward

and nnderneath the same,whereby it 1s adapt-.

=d to be clamped or fastened to a musical 1n-
strument, at its sound-hole; and lie under-
neath the strings and above the surface of
the top of instrument, to aid the performer
in making a smooth and even tone, by keep-
ing the pick at a uniform elevation.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturc
in presence of two subsecribing witnesses.
FRANK G. McPHERSON.

- Witnesses: -
JAMES R. PATIERSON,
HARRY P, SITARRER..
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