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To «ll whom v mai conceri:

Be it known that I, EDWIN . MELLEM, &
citizen of the United States, residing at St.
Paul, in the county of Ramsey and State of
Minnesota, haveinvented new and useful Im-
provements in Suspenders, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to 1mpwvements in
suspenders, and has for its object the produe-
tion of a suspender which will allow greater
freedom to the body and which may be easily
and quickly adjusted or detached.

Other objects are cheapness of construe-
tion, together with reduction of friction and
wear between the working parts of the sus-
pender, also more even distribution of the
welght supported by the suspender upon the
body. VWith mysuspendersthe weight of the
garment supported tends to hold the shoul-
ders erect.

As compared with the prior art, my inven-
tion is free from transverse straps or tackle
across the spinal column. Such straps or
tackle do not equalize the support of the gar-
ment when the body is moved and tend to
hamper the movement of the body. My in-
vention tends to overcome these defects.

To the above ends my invention consists
of a suspender constructed in two sections,
which are removably connected near the back
of the neck of the wearer when inuse. Each
section consists of two straps, one up the back
and the other fastened to the upper end of
the first and extending onto one shoulder.

A running button-cord, looped up the front of

the body to the free end of the shoulder-strap
and connected to the lower end of the back-
strap, 1s adapted to fasten the %flaps to the
garment to be supported.

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of my 1mproved suspender with
the parts shown connected. Iig. 2 is a simi-
lar view showing the sections disconnected
ready to be removed from the body.

A and B represent the two sections or sets
of supporting - straps of my improved sus-
pender. HKach section consists of the vertical
straporweb Cand theshoulder-strap D,which
are joined together at substantially right an-
gles at E. The right and left sections A and

| B have a separable connection formed by the

spring-head F and keeper G, which are re-
spectively attached near the angles I to the
straps C and D. 'This connection may be a
spring-button, as ‘shown in the drawings, and
1s the place of separation of the sections or
sides of the suspenders. When in use, the
vertical straps extend up the back of the
wearer and the straps D around the back of
the neck and onto the shoulders.

For the purpose of illustrating and claim-
ing my invention the sections A and B may
bedescribed as containing a single transverse
strap from the top of the shoulders across the
back of the neck and a connection F and G,
by which said strap is separable near its cen-
terinstead of a pairof shoulder-straps joined
near the center of the back of the neck and
passing onto the shoulders. The free ends of
the shoulder-strapsdonotpassover the shoul-
ders, as withsuspendersnowinuse. Thesec-
tions attach at their angles by means of the
separable connection nearthe back oftheneck
of thewearer. Therunning-cordslin each sec-
tion are looped up at Jaud pass freely through
the eyelets 1. on the free ends of the shoulder
and back straps. The tabs M are freely dis-
posed on the cords I between the ends of the
back and shoulder straps. The ends of each
cord and the lower end of each tab are pro-
vided with the button-loops N, by which the
cord may be buttoned to the garment. Inuse
when it is desired to loosen the suspenders
from the body the sections may be discon-
nected by means of the spring-button, as
shown in Fig. 2, and slipped off from the
shoulders. The back-straps and shoulder-
straps may be lengthened or shortened by
adjusting the buckles O, which are of ordi-
nary construction.

Having described my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire to protect by Letters
Patent, 18—

1. A suspender consisting of two separable
sections having means for connecting said
sections at the back of the neck of the wearer,
a pair of straps extending down the back one
on each side of the spinal column, a second
pair joined to the first pair near the center of
the back of the neck and passing onto the
shoulders, and means for attaching the free
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ends of said straps to the garment to be sup-
ported consisting of two entirely separate run-

-ning-cords, one on each separable section.

2. In combination a pair of straps or webs
extending up the back of the wearer, eyelets
at the lower ends of sald straps; a second
pair of straps or webs extending onto the
shoulders from the back of the neck and at-
tached to the upperends of said back-straps:
a spring-button by which the right and left

-sides of the suspender are separately con-

nected behind and at the lower end of the
neck of the wearer; eyelets upon the free
ends of said shoulder-straps; separate cords,
one passing through the eyelets of the group
of straps on each side of the place of separa-
tion of said right and left sides and having
button-loops on their ends, and a button-tab
connected to each cord between the ends of

the straps on each side of said place of sepa-

ration. |

3. A suspender consisting of a strap which
extends from the back of the neck to the top
of each shoulder, a pair of straps down the
back, disposed substantially at right angles
close to said shoulder-straps, a separable con-
nection interposed substantially midway be-

- tween the ends of sald shoulder-straps, eye-
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lets at the four free ends of said straps, a
separate running-cord passing through the
eyelets on each side of the place of separa-
tion and a button-tab slidingly disposed upon
sald cord between the free ends of each pair
of side straps.

4. A suspender consisting of a strap pass-
ing around the back of the neck of the wearer
and having its ends projecting one on each
shoulder; a separablé connection inserted
midway between the ends of said strap; back-
straps attached one to each section of said
shoulder-strap adjoining said separable con-
nection; each side of the suspender having
an entirely separate running-cord connection
with the garment to be supported.

5. Incombination,atransversestrap or web
from the top of the shoulders across the back
of the neck; a connection by which said strap
1s separable at its center; a pair of straps
down the back one on each side of thespinal
column, said back-straps being attached to
said first strap at substantially right angles
near the center of said first strap; eyelets at
the four free ends of said straps, an entirely
separate cord looped through the evelets on
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intermediate button-tab freely disposed on
each cord.
6. Asuspenderconsisting of apair of straps

or webs extending up the back of the wearer, -
' a second pair of straps or webs extending

onto the shoulders and joined fo said first pair

at substantially right angles, a separable con-

nection attached near the angles to said pairs
of straps by which the right and left sides of

- the suspender are separably connected be--

hind and at the lower end of the neck of the

shoulder and back sftraps, buckles on said
shoulder and back straps for adjusting the
length of the straps, separate cords freely dis-

| posed through the eyelets of each pair of

shoulder and back straps and having button-
loops on their ends, and a button-tab freely

disposed on each cord on each side of the

place of separation.
7. A suspender consisting in combination
of two separable sections joined together by a

separable connection behind and at the lower

end of the neck of the wearer, each separate
section consisting of a substantially-vertical
back-strap, a shoulder-strap joined to said

back-strap near said separable connection at

substantially right angles, eyelets on the free
ends of said back and shoulder straps, a run-
ning-cord passing through said eyelets and
having button-loops on its ends, one of which
i1s adapted to attach to one of the buttons at
the back on the garment to be supported, and
a button-tab connected to said cord between
thefreeendsof said shoulderand back straps.

3. Incombination,atransversestrapor web

from the top of the shoulders across the back

of the neck, a spring-button by which said
strapis separable at its center, a pair of straps
down the back attached one on each side of
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| wearer, eyelets upon the free ends of said .

70

75

80

35

9o

95

sald spring-button to sald first strap, eyelets

at the four free ends of said straps, buckles
by which said straps are adjustable in length,
an entirely separate cord freely disposed
through said eyelets on each side of the place
of separation, having means for attaching the
same to the garment to be supported. |

In testimony whereof 1 have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

EDWIN G. MELLEM.

Witnesses:
CHR. DRANAT,
If. C. LISTOE.
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