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To all whom it MY CONCETrT:

L

Beit known that I, ALBERT G. MEAD, aciti-
zen of the United States, residing at Medford,

‘in the county of Middlesex and State of Mas-

¢ sachusetts, haveinvented anImprovement in

Shoe-Fastenings, of which the following de-
seription, in connection with the accompany-
ing drawings, is a specification, like charac-
ters on the drawings representing like parts.
This invention has for its object the pro-
duction of a novel shoe-fastening more espe-
iaia,lly adapted for use with overshoes and the
ike. | '. o
My novel fastening comprises aslotted plate
and a complemental part or deviee having a
tongue to engage one or the other slot of the
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plate, said device when the tongue engages a

~ slot of the plate being turned as a lever and
locking itself to the plate, closing the parts

20 of the shoe tightly across the instep or other

place where the fasteningisused. Thetongue

is extended outwardly below the outer end of
said deviee and is ineclined, so that as the
strain on the shoe inecreases the hold of the
device is made more certain. -

Figure 1 shows part of an overshoe with my
fastening secured to the same. Fig. 2 shows
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one part of the fastening in position to be

locked in place. Fig. 3isa section of the de-
vice, showing the fastening fully closed. Kig.
4is a top or plan view of the device detached.
Fig. 5 is a plan view of the slotted plate de-
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tached, and Tig. 6 is a cross-section of the | and
- - ' ~ |'saryto engage the inner end of the device or

- fastening. - |

3¢ Theplate A is provided with a series of slots

a of any desired number, and at one end said
- plate has, as represented, a slot ', thatis used
to connect the plate with a flap or part b of an
overshoe or the like B. The plate also has
near its edges suitable grooves a?. The com-
plemental part or device C is shown as bent
to present side flanges ¢, shaped at the inner
end of said device to enter the grooves a*, said
complemental  device .having a connected
tongue c¢* extended outwardly beyond the
outer end thereof and preferably offset or in-
clined, as at 2, in the direction of its length,
said tongue being located, preferably as
shown, at the inner or under side of the device

40

| the outer end of said device, said device hav- '

ing a slot, as 4, by which to attach the device

to another part, as b', of the overshoe. The

parts of the tongue and complemental device

C, extending inward from the offset portion 2 55

to the end of the device at 5, are preferably

brought together, as shown, so that an ex-

tended bearing may be secured between the

extended end of the complemental device C

and the plate A and a convenient form of op- 6o

erating handpiece be provided. | |
Referring to Fig. 1, the two parts of the fas-

tening are separated; but in Fig. 2 the com-

plemental device is shown in position with
relation to the slotted plate to enable the fas- 65

tening to be closed, the tongue of the com-

plemental device being placed above one of

the slots of the plate and theside walls cof the .

complemental device resting against the plate
in the line of the grooves a?. Now in thiscon- 70
dition the device will be turned over to.the
right, Fig. 2, into the position Fig. 3, andinso -

| doing the complemental device will be turned

over as a lever, the tongue entering fully the
slot and fastening itself securely to the plate, 75

the strain on the fabric b’ acting when the

fasteningis closed to draw the twoparts ofthe
fastening more closely together. It will be
noticed that theside walls ¢ of the device enter :
the grooves a? so that a skirt, pantaloons, or- 8o
any other article of clothing cannot catch un-

| der the closed end of the complemental device,

and to unloosen the fastening it is only neces-

that end designated 5, Fig. 3, and lift it from 85
contact with theplate A and immediately the
fastening is disconnected. My improved fas-
tening is composed, therefore, really of two
pieces, is easy to make, and more simple to .
operate. - | 90
" As herein shown, the tongue forms a part =
of the complemental device; but this inven-

‘tion is not limited to making the tongue as

an integral part of the complemental device,
as it will be obvious that the tongue might 95
be made separate and be suitably attached
to the body of the complemental device bya
stud or otherwise;but the one-piece construc-
tion is preferable. 0 -

go and extending backwardly, as at 3, beyond Having described my _i;lventionj ﬁhat 1100
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claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18—

1. In a fastening of the class described, a
slotted plate having longitudinal grooves and
adapted to be connected at one end with part
of a shoe, and a complemental device com-
prising a body having inturned portions to
enter said grooves and having a projecting
tongue to enter one of said slots, the device
thereafter being capable of being turned on
the slotted plate to cause the entrance of the
tongue into the slot and confine the device
on the face of the plate. |

2. In a fastening of the class described, a
slotted plate adapted to be connected with a
part of a shoe, and a complemental. device
having a rigidly-connected tongue extending
outwardly therefrom toward the point of at-
tachment of said complemental device, the

tongue being adapted to enter one of the slots |

of the plate and the complemental device as
a whole being thereafter turned about the en-
cgaging portion of the tongue and plate as a,
fulerum to complete the locking of said fas-
tening, the tongue and complemental device
being extended inward and brought together
to form an operating hand portion.

3. In a fastening of the class deseribed, a

slotted plate adapted to be connected with 2 |

part of a shoe, and a complemental device
having a rigidly-connected tongue projecting
from the outer end of the device, and pro-
vided with a slot at the portion of the device
adjacent the free end of the tongue for con-
nection with a part of a shoe, said tongue be-
ing offset between its ends, the tongue being
adapted to enter one of the slots of the plate,
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| the device being thereafter turned on the

body of the plate as a lever to complete the
locking of the device on the plate, said tongue
and complemental device being extended in-
wardly and brought together to form an op-
erating hand portion.

4. In a fastening of the class described, a
slotted plate adapted to be connected to one
part of a shoe, and a complemental device
having an integrally-formed tongue extend-
ing toward the point of attachment of the
complemental device, said tongue being off-
set or inclined in the direction of its length
from the under side of said complemental
device, the free end of the tongue projecting
beyond the outer end of said complemental
device, said tongue and complemental device
being extended inwardly and brought to-
gether at the portions thereof remote from

the free end of the tongue to form an operat-

ing hand portion.

5. A fastening of the class described com-
prising a slotted plate for attachment to a
part of ashoe, a complemental device having
a rigidly-connected tongue for engagement
with the slotted plate, the side edges of said
device on opposide sides of the tongue being
downturned to bear upon the opposed edges
of the plate when the parts are in locking
position.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

ALBERT G. MEAD.

Witnesses: |
JOHN C. EDWARDS,

EDITH M. STODDARD.
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