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To all whom it may cqﬁcw:@- o
Beit known that I, NATHANIEL K. T. HUNT,

of Braintree, in the State of Massachusetts, |

haveinvented an Improved Socket for Steels
3 of Corsets, Dress-Stays, &c., of which the fol-

lowing is a specification, reference being had

to the acecompanying drawings:
My invention is an improvement on the

sockets described in my Patents Nos. 556,927

10 and 556,928, dated March 24,1896; and 1t con-

sists in a socket of the kind described in those-

patents; but one side is cupped, and the bent
portion is eurved transversely, substantially

as shown in the drawings, to give greater
15 strength to the bent portion and to make the

socket hold better in the pocket for the steel

and generally to make those sockets of thin- |

ner sheet material and of a smoother and bet-
- ter finish than heretofore. =

20 Figure 1 is an elevation of my improved
socket in place on a stay-steel. Iig. 2 1s a

plan. Fig. 3 is a section on line 3 3 of Fig. 2.

- Fig. 4 is a section on line 4 4 of Fig. 2.
The blanks are first died out of thin sheet

2 5' steel or other suitable stiff sheet material and |

fed to mechanism by which they are bent at
a and struck upslightly at the bend and also
cupped at b and delivered into a suitable box
or the like. They are then ordinary nickel-

30 plated or otherwise finished and used as fully
 deseribed in my patents above referred to.

When it became necessary to iron or press

the pocket containing the steel and socket,

the sockets heretofore known were likely to

| lose their . springy quality and be pfesSed--;gs

against the steels, stick to them, and by mov-
ing back and forth with them wear away the
pocket. |

With my improved socket there is plenty
of room for the play of the steel, and this is
true after ironing or pressing, because the

cupping gives such strength and firmness to

40

the socket that it will not be appreciably af-
fected by ironing or pressing and will not

stick to the steel. | | 45
One side of my improved socket is shown

longer than the other; but this is simply for

convenience in inserting steels of. the larger =

sizes, and both sides of the socket may be of

equal length. _

S - 56
My improved sockets may be made of much '

‘thinner sheet metal than those described in

those patents and are stronger and better in
all respects, as will be clear, for they havea
style and finish lacking in those I have here- 55
tofore made and are held better in place with-
in the pockets and on the steels.
What I claim as my invention 18—
The improved socket for steels of corsets

and dress-stays consisting of a strip of stiff 6o n
( sheet material bent near its middle, curved

transversely at the bend and cupped at one
side of the bend, substantially as shown.

. NATHANIEL F.T. HUNT.

Witnesses: |
G, A. ROCKWELL,
C. B. MAYNADIER.
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