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UNITED STATES

PaTeENT OFFICE.

IVILLIAM BELL ROHMER OF BAY ST LOUIS MISSISSIPPI

CAR FENDER

%EECIFIPATION farmmg' pmt of- .L.ettels Patent N 0. '702 484, dated J’ une 17 19082.
o Apphaatmn ﬁled I*Tovember 30 1901 Serial No. 84, 262. (No model.) -

To all whom n’/ Tl CONCCTR: |
Beitknownthatl, WILLIAM BELL ROHMER

a citizen of the United States, residing at Bay..-

St. Louis, in the county of Haneock and State

of MlSSlSSlppl have invented a new and use-

ful Car-Fender, of whmh the followmtr is a

specification.
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The present mvenmon 1@1.:-11;65 to car- feu—_,
~ ders; and the object thereof is to provide a
fendel which, though nor mally raised. suffi<
ciently to be out of contact with theroad, will
be autematleally and instantly 10we1ed by
coming into contact with a person upon the
track, thereby insuring the picking upof
such person and obwa,tmﬂ* any danger of his
passing beneath the fender and consequently_._
the wheels. | - |
- The partmula,rly impor tant fea,tme of the-

invention relates to the means for tripping or

releasing the cateh member of the fender,
said means being so constructed and arr ann'ed_r
that it will be qumkly and easily operated by
coming into contact with a person in-danger-
ous pr ommlty to the'car and will 1mmed1ately |
be moved out of the way as soon.as: 1t has f

performed its proper { unetions.

In the acecompanying dl&Wlﬂﬂ'S the ple—'
ferred embodiment of the mventlon is fully-
~illustrated; and the constructlion and opera-.
tion of said embodiment are described in the

- following . speelﬁca,twn

It will of course. be uuderstood tha,t such:
slight changesand modlﬂea,tmns may be made
fmm the con%m uction as the scope of the ap
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ended claims will permit.
In the drawings, Figure 1 is. a pe1specb1ve

view of a fender: eonstrueted in accordance’

with the invention and shown in its normal
position. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the
same, showmcr the positions of the several
elements attm the cateh member has been
released. Fig. 3 is a vertical longitudinal

- sectional view throuﬂ*h one of the bO‘{e‘s of the
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- secured to the platform 0[ t,he car in

support forthe catch membm Fig.41isa de-

tail sectional view of the co nneetmns between

two of the supporting-sections.
Similar numerals of reference deswnate
corresponding parts in all the ficures of the

~drawings.

In ca,rrymﬂ' out the 1nveut1011 a fastening-
plate 10 is provided, which is designed to be

are bifurcated, as 21,
| prising side arms 22, connected by .an actuat-
ing-rod 23, is
:20 the rear ends of the side arms 22 being lo-

end. of the same.

front 013

[T .

h thedashboa,ldm 1t ma} be soconstructed asto

besecured directly to said dashboard. Tothis

plate ishinged a downwardly- swinging catch

member 11, comprising outer frame bms 12

Iandasmtdble netting 13 secured tosaid bars.

This catch member is urged downwardly by
a-pairof flat metal springs 14, secured to the
fastening-plate 10 and bea,r'mfr upon the side
frame- -bars 12.
on its under side with smtable rollers 15, that
are.located a-short distance in rear of the
front edge of said catch member and rest
upon. the. tmcks when it is lowered. Under
normal conditions the catch member is ele-
vated a shortdistance abovethe track or road,
‘and for this purpose a support is provided as
| follows:
of . the fa,stemnﬂ -plate 10 and are provided

It 1s fmthelmore provided

Boxings 16 are secured-to the ends

with upper aud lower sets of rollers 17 and
18, these boxings being preferably strength-

;ened by braces 19 secur ed at their upper ends
to the dashboard of the car.
ed between the upper and lower sets of roll-

“Suitably mount-

ers are sechions 20, the outer ends of which
- A trip-section com-

pivoted to the shdable sections

cated in the bifurcated portions of the sec-

tions 20 and connected thereto by pivot-bolts.

24, It will-be seen that the trip-section sur-
rounds the catch member and the actuating-
bar 23 is 1n0vable toward and from the front

and normally engage beneath the side bars 12
of the catch member sald barsbeing provided
with notches 26 {o permlt the placmw and
also the release of said rollers from beneath
the guide-bars. Springs 27 are secured to
each “of the slidable sections 20 and bear upon
the inner ends of the side bars 22, which pro-
ject into the bifur cated pOlthIlS of said slid-
ing sections.

When the fender is in normal [)081131011 the
catch member is held a short distance above
the track by the support, as above deseribed,

the rollers 25 being located beneath the su:le-

bars12 of the c&‘rch member and just in front
of the notches 26 in said bars.
ing-bar 23 will therefore be spaced a slight

- Rollers 25 are Journaled'
on the opposing inner sides of the arms 2

The actuat-
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dlst‘mee in fmnt of the admeent end of Lhe |
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catch member. Should the car approach |

close enough to a person standing upon the
track to bring the actuating-rod 23 into con-
tact with said person, it will be seen that the
support will be moved rearwardly until the
rollers 25 aline with the notches 26, where-
upon the springs 27, bearing upon the inner
ends of the side arms, will elevate the trip-
section, and at the same time the springs 14,

acting upon the catch-section, will depress

the same so as to bring it down upon the
track, and thereby in proper position to pick
up the person actuating the trip. To reset
the fender, it is only necessary for the motor-

‘man or conductor to lower the trip-section,

pass the rollers through the notches 26, and
slide the support outwardly a short distance,
thereby bringing the severalelements to their
first-mentioned position.

By this construction an exceedingly simple

fender is provided which is supported a suf-

ficient distance above the track to be out of
the way of the usualobstructions which might
injare it, but is antomatically dropped when
brought into contact with a person in close
proximity to the front of the car. 'The trip
18 extremely delicate in operation because of
1ts frictionless supports and its roller engage-
ment with the catech member. |
- From the foregoing it is thought that the
construction, operation, and many advan-
tages of the herein-described invention will
beapparent to those skilled in the art without.
farther description, and it will be u nderstood
that various changes in the size, shape, pro-
portion, and minor details of constraction
may be resorted to without departing from
the spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages
of the invention.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, is— | |

1. In a car-fender, the combination with a
downwardly-movable cateh me mber, of a sup-
port for normally holding the cateh member
in elevated position, said support comprising
aslidably-mounted section, and a trip-section

- hinged to the slidably-mounted section and

o’ &

having a detachable engagement with the
catch member to normally support the same.

2. In a car-fender, the combination with a
downwardly-movable catch member, of a sup-
port for normaily holding the catch member
1 elevated position, said support comprising
a slidably - mounted section, a trip-section

having a detachable engagement with the
catch member to normally support the same,
and a spring carried by one section and en-
gaging the other to automaticallyelevate the

trip-section when itisdetached from the cateh
member.

- 3. In a car-fender, the combination with a
downwardly-movable cateh member, of a sup-

702,484

port for normally holding the catch member

in elevated position, said support comprising
a slidably -mounted section, a trip - section .

hinged intermediate its ends to the slidably-
mounted section and having a detachable en-
gagement with the catch member to normally
support the same, and aspring carried by the
slidably-mounted section and engaging the
inner end of the trip-section to automatically
elevate the latter when it is detached from
the catech member.

4. In a car-fender, the combination with a
downwardly-movable catch member, of 4 Sup-
port for normally holding the catch member
In elevated position, said support comprising
a boxing provided with spaced sets of rollers,
a section slidably mounted at its inner end
between the sets of rollers and having its
outer end bifurcated, a trip-section hinged
intermediate its ends in the bifurcated end
of the slidable section and having a detach-
able engagement with the catech member to
normally support the same, and a spring car-
ried by the slidable member and bearingupon
the inner end of the trip-section to elevate
the same when it is detached from the catch
member.
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5. In a car-fender, the combination with a

fastening-plate arranged to be secured to the
front portion of a car, of a downwardly-mov-
able catch member hinged to the plate, a
spring carried by the plate and bearing upon
the catch member to move the latter down-
wardly, and an upwardly - swinging rear-
wardly-movable support having a portion ex-
tending in front of the catech member, said
supporthaving a detachable engagement with

the catech member,

6. In a car-fender, the combination with a
fastening-plate arranged to be secured to the
front portion of a car, of a, downwardly-mov-
able catch member hinged to the plate, a
spring carried by the plate and bearin g upon
the catch member to move the latter down-
wardly, and an upwardly - swinging rear-

~wardly-movable support comprising boxings
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mounted upon the ends of the fastening- .

plates, sections slidably mounted in the box-
ings, a trip-section extending around in front
of the catch member and hinged to the slid-
able section, said trip-section carrying roll-
ersthat defachably engage the catch member,

and springs mounted upon the slidable sec-

tions and bearing against the trip-section to

1 elevate the latter when detached from the
hinged to the slidably-mounted section and |

catch member.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own | have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM BELL ROHMER.

Witnesses:
H. M. GRAHAM,
ALBERT J. CARVER.
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