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1o a',ZZ whom o may concern:

cago, in the county of Cook aud State of Illi-
nois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Foldeble Trestles; and I do

and exact description of the mvenmon such |

as will enable others skilled in theart to Wl]lCh
it appertains to make and use the same.
My invention relates to 1mprovemente in

- that class of folding trestles that is especially
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adapted for use by paper—hen gers as supports
for their paste-boards, mdenmg boards,

- square-edges, &c., thoun*h itis also susceptible

of use as a trestle f01 other purposes when
made larger and stronger.

The espeolel objects souﬂ‘ht by my improve-
ments are economy of construetlon strength

and rigidity, and compactness when folded |

It is customary for paper-hangers to carry
their trestles and paste-boards in their hands
when going to and from work. Hence it is

essential that the former should be made as

light as possible, readily foldable into small
space for convenience in carrying, and 3et
strong and rigid when in use;. henee the im-
portance of the objects sought by m y improve-
ments.

Referring tothe drewm gswhich form apart
of this applleamon and in which I have lllns--
trated my invention—.

Figure 1 is a perspective wew of the ple--_ﬂ
Fig. 2
1S an end view of the same looking from the_

ferred form of my improved trestle.

left-hand side of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a view in
elevation, showing the trestle folded and Ifig.
4 18 a detaal showmw a modified form of the
horizontal top bar 'WllICll f01 ms a part of the
trestle.

Asindicatedin the dr ewmws G oﬁ 1epresent |

the two outside legs, and b’ D% the two ingide
legs, which serve as the suppor ts for the hori-
zontal top bar d. 'The legs o’ a®are of the
same length and eomewhet longer than the

legs &' b? as shown in Fig. 3. The legs o' O’

are pwoted together, and the legs a® b*are piv-
- oted togethel. as ehown at x x, said pivotal

€0

points being approximately mldwey of the
lengths of said legs. The upper ends of the

legs o' a* are connected by a bolt ¢, which
passes through the elongated slot d’y ‘formed

| tioned between the ends of the legs b' b°.

| the leg b~

- _'F in the ber d and e:x:l;endmn' therethrough for
Be it known that I, HARRY E. IIOW‘ARD, a
¢itizen of the Umted States, residing at Chi-

a little more than one-half of its length. The
bolt ¢'is only of suﬂielent length to permu’, the

ends of the legs o' a* to ellde along the sides
i of the bar d when the trestle is folded or ex-

tended.

The uppe1 ends of the legs b’ b?are connect-

ed by a bolt ¢?, which passes through a bolt-
hole in the end of the bar d, which is POsi-

bolt ¢?is somewhat longer than the thickness
of the legs and bar, thue permitting the former

- to spread apart to admit therebetween the legs

a' a® when the trestle is folded, as shown in
IMig. 3. The legs b’ b* move freely on the bolt
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¢*, so that when the lower part of said legsis

Sprea,d their upper ends may come to&etheL or
bear on the adjacent end of the top Dar d.
In order to secure the necessary rigidity, I
secure a strap f to the outer edges of the legs
b" b* near their upper ends, thue poeltlvely
llmltmﬂ* the spread of the 1eﬂ's at this point
and actmﬂ' as a counterbrace for the spreadm
e, which is pivoted to the edge of the leg o
and when in use has its hooked end engaging
a screw or pin in the corresponding edfre of
This spreader not only serves to
space apalt the legs &' 0% to which it is di-

rectly attached, but also to spread the legs
@’ a?, thus causing the upper ends of the 1at-

ter to bind a.cra,mst the sides of ‘the top bar,

which they embraoe, with sufficient force to
lock the legs at any point along:the slotted
portion of the top bar. This feature or fune-
tion of my invention permits the adjustment

‘of the trestle as to height, as it is memfesﬁ

that the nearer the upper ends of the legs o'
a* are brought to the upper ends of the legs
b’ b® the hwher the top bar d will be rmeed
above the ﬂoor

When the trestle is not in use, the spr eader

e 18 disengaged from the ieg b7, the legs a’ a?
are folded tocrethel between the leﬂ's b' b*,
which brings down between the former 1egs

the bar d, whoreupou all the legs and said .

bar are in 'the same plane, as shown in ‘Fig. 3.
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It will be noted that the engegement between

‘the upper ends of the legs @’ a? and the top

100

bar d 1s positive, though sl1d1ng, sothat there
isno possibility of the bar being knocked up =

when in use, thus upsettlntr tlle paste- bomd

.- papel y, &€
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In the modification shown i in Fig. 4 msteads'

of slotting the top bar I cut a rq,h.f-::.llm;v oro0Vve
in its under edge, as d?, and over the outer
end of this groove I secure by screwing to the

under side of the bar a metal plate g, which

serves to cateh and hold the bolt ¢’ when the
trestle-legs are expanded orunfolded. While

this_form makes a stronger construction for |
the top bar, it is not adjustable, as with the

preferred form, (shown in Figs. 1to 3,) for the
reason that the top baris not positivelylocked

to the legs a' a® until the bolt ¢’ is engaged by

the metal plate g.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Lettel S
Patent, is—

1. A trestle eomposed of four legs pwoted

together in pairs, one pair adapted to fold be- |

tween the other pair, the oppositely-placed
legs of each pair connected at their upper

ends by bolts, the bolt connecting the outer:

pair being longer than the thlckness of said
legs Whereby they may freely move longitu-

dmally on said bolt when the legs are folded_ |
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and unfolded, a rigid strap connecting the
outer pair of legs above their pivotal point, a
top bar pwoted on the bolt connecting the up-

per ends of the outer legs and’ shdably mount-

od on the bolt connecting the upper ends ot

the inner legs, and a spreader for the outer
legs, all substantially as set forth.

- 2. In a trestle of the character described
having two pairs of legs pivoted together,
a top bal pivoted” between one palr of leﬁ's
and an outwardly and downwardly extending
catch secured to the under side of the top bar

| near its free end, said catch adapted to posi-

tively engage the bolt connecting the ends of
the other pair of legs and to hold the top bar
against upward movement substantially as
set forth.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

HARRY E. HOWARD.

Witnesses:
R. G. ROBERTS,
F. BENJAMIN.
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