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To all whom it may concer s |
Be it known that I, EbpMUND N. BDALL a

resident of the city of St. Louis, State of Mis-

souri, have invented certain new and useful
Impr ovements in Dam-Holders, of whmh the
following is a specification.

My mventlon relates to dam- holde]s, and

- hasforits principal objects to make the holder

IO

sanitary, to facilitate its use, to expose the
teeth to better advantage, and to secure other
advantages hereinafter stated.

It consmts in the body portion plowded

~with hooks adapted to engage and be sup-
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ported by the ends of the mouth
consists in the parts and in the arrangement
and combination of parts helem%ftel de-
seribed and claimed.

In the accompanying dr awmﬂs, which for m

part of this sPemﬁea,twn and wherein like
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symbols refer to like parts wherever they oc-

cur,Figurelisa perspective viewof my holder.

Fw 2 is a cross-section thereof with the dam
shown in operative position in dotted. lines. |

Fig. 8 1s an edge view thereof. Fig. 4 is a
perspeetwe view of a modification, and KFig.
5 is a detail of the hook arranwed to slide on

the frame.
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My device compmses a skeleton frame 1,
which constitutes a support for hooks 9.
These hooks are mounted on opposite sides
of said frame and consist of reversely-turned

pieces, which extend from their point of

mounting toward each other, respectively,
and are thence bent sidewise and then back-
wardly, terminating in rounded enlargements
3. These hooks are designed to be 1nsmted

‘at the ends of the mouth for the double pur- |
pose of distending the mouth and constitut-
ing means for securing the frame in position.

For this purpose it 1s prefel able to make said
frame of two semicircular pleces hinged to-
gether at the top, as shown in Fig. 1 or to

‘make the frame of a single circular stup of
resilient material, as shown in Fig. 4. In
either case the parts are so pr oportmned that

the bends of the respective.loops are slightly

farther apart than the width of the mouth.

In case the frame is not resilient the side of
the mouth must be stretched over the ends
of the loops, whereas in the case of the sec-

tional or resilient fmme the hooks are ﬁlst ,

_deswed point.

It also

therein. The frame 1 is also provided with
studs or other fastening device formed in any
suitable manner, the purpose of said fasten-
ing device bemﬂ' to engage and hold the sheet
of rubber whlch eonsmtutes the dam.

"In the construction shown in Figs. 4 and 5
the hooks are mounted on bands or tubes ar-
ranged to slide on the frame, such bands or

| tubes being provided with such screws 5 for

binding the same against the frame at any
The overlapping ends of the

body portion are equipped with & friction-

band 0, adapted to bind and lock them in any _

ad]usted position.

' inserted into the mouth a,tid then sepafated =
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In use the two hooks 2 are inserted mto the

mouth, so as to distend the ends thereof. In

this position the hooks hold the frame in po-

sition entirely surrounding the mouth, and

the rubber dam is then seeured to the fa,sten-
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ing devices on the holder and the dam is then

1eady to perform its usual function.
Obviously divers changes may be made in

the construction of my devwe, and I do not

wish to restrict myself to the details herein-
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before set forth—as, for instance, the hooks

may be made adjustable and of any suitable

shape, and, if desired, more than two hooks

may be employed on said frame.
What I elaim 18—
1. A dam-holder compnsmw a body portion

engage the mouth, substantially as deseribed.
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‘having hooks thereon adapted to engage the

'mouth substantially as described. |
2. A dam-holder comprising a body portion
,ha,vmw adjustable hooks thereon adapted to

3. A dam- holder comprising a flexible body

portion having hooks thereon for engaging
the mouth, qubstantlallv as described.

4. A dam-holder comprising a body portion
having fastening devices for holding a rubber

dam and also hzwmcr hooks thereon adapted
to hold said body pmtlon m posmon sub-
| stantl ally as described.

5. A dam-holder eompusmn‘ & body portion

and hooks thereon adapted to engage the

go
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mouth, said body portion being arra,nfred to

vary the distance between qald hooks, sub-
stantially as described. |

6. A dam-holder comprising a body portion
and hooks thereon adapted to engage the
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mouth, said body portion being arranged to

vary the distance between said hooks, and a

device for locking said body portion as de-
sired, substantially as described. |

7. Adam-holder comprising a body portion,
hooks adjustably secured on said body por-

tion and adapted to engage the ends of the

mouth, and studs on said body poftion for
engaging thedam, substantially as described.

EDMUND N. BEALL.

In presence of —
WILLIAM P. CARR,
Z0LA TUCKER.
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