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~a shield to be used in cleaning or polishing |
out the different views of the drawings.
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UNITED STATES

PateEnt OFFICE.

SILAS H. BASCOM, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

BUTTON-_CLEANINGSHIELD.

SPECIFICATION fermmg part of Letters Patent I\To 702 278, dated June 10 1902.
| &pphcetwn filed Jenuerjr 25, 1902 ’Seriel No. 91 185. (Ne medel) |

7o all w?wm it n“my COTLCETT:

Be it known that I, SiLAs H. BASOOM a citi-
zen of the United States residing at ChlGEL'D‘O -
in the eeuntv of Cook and Stete of Ilhnms |

have invented certain new and useful Tm-
provements in Button-Cleaning Shields, of
which the following is a speelﬁeetlon |

This invention reletes to improvements in

metallic buttons; and it consists in certain

- peculiarities -of the construction, novel ar-
- rangement, and operation of the various parts
thereof, as will be hereinafter more fully set |

forth and specifically claimed.

The objects of myinvention are to provide
a device for holding buttons and for shielding
the cloth or other meterlal to which they are
secured from the powder used in the opera-
tion of cleaning or polishing which shall be
simple and inexpensive in construction,
strong, durable, and effective in opel;atlou
and which shall be so made that i1t may be

easily placed between the button and the gar-.
ment or other material to which the butten 18

fastened and reedlly removed therefrom.

Another object is to so constr uct the deweel
‘that it will form a receptacle forthe pehshmwz

or cleaning powder, from which it may be
emptied when the devwe is removed.

Still another object is to so construct and
arrange the parts of the device that the but-
ton may be so held as to permit its edges or
rim to be easily reeehed f01 pehehmﬂ' or eleen-
ing.

Anothm eb;;ect isto enable the members of

the device to be folded towether into a com- |

pact form.
Other objects and advanteﬂ es ef Lhe inven-

tion will be disclosed in the sub30med descrip-

tion and explanation.
In order to enable others skllled in the art

to which my invention pertains to make and

use the same, I will now pmeeed to deseribe
it, referring to the accompanying dmwmﬂs,
in whleh——-- o

Figure 1 is a feee view of a shield embody-
ingmy invention, showing by dotted lines the

pesmlen the parts will occupy when in use for

cleaning a button. Fig. 2 is a side or edge
view theleof Fig. 3 is a face view shewmo*

the segmental pieces or wings of the device
folded together.

| latter.

Fig. 4 is a view, pertly in

of the shield, showing it a,pphed to the gar-
ment or cloth to which the button is etteched
and illustrating the manner of holding the

fied ferm thereof. |
- Similar letters refer to 11ke parts through-

A represents a wire which is for med with a

coil e orbend about its middle to form a spring

and two prongs or members A" and A% e each
plefembly hevmw at its free end a curved
portion a’, as is shewn in the drawings.

A?and the coil or spring ¢ which unites them
each of said pieces is provided with an out-
ward bend b to receive the shanlk or stem fof

‘the button L.

Secured to each of the members A" and A°

Dby having its straight edge bent therearound

1s-a semicircular or segmental piece or wing
B, which is preferably made of sheet metal,

| section and partly in elevetlen of a por l;1011. _

53

Fig. 5 is a face view l1llustratinga
'_II]OdlﬁGELElOI] in the construction of the shield,
i and Fig. 6 is a similar view of enothel medl—
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Be- -
tween the free ends of the members A" and

75

but may be of any suitable material, and has E

onitsperipheryanupwar dly—ettendm oflange
C to retain the powder used in cleaning or

polishing the buttons or to prevent it falling
from the shield or coming in contact with the

cloth.or other material to which the buttons

may be attached. -
Instead of making the ehleld of two seg-

mental pieces, as ehewn in Figs. 1 and 3 of.

3o -

the drawings, I may make it of othel-sheped

pileces in eutlme as 18 apparent.

In Kig. 5 of the drawings I have shown a
modlﬁed form of the sh1eld which consists
in securing to one of the members of the
epnnfr-hendle, and usually to the one indi-
cated by the letter A', a shield-piece B', hav-
inginitscentral pmtmuan opening b, thlouﬂh
which the buttons may be passed. 'This piece
may be circularin shape, as shown, or of any
other desired form and 1s prefer ably provided
around its edge with a flange C as in the other
construction .«.md for the same purpose.

member A’ by having a portion of its edge at
the opening 0’ tur ned over a part of the mem-
ber A’, as at 6%  (See Fig. 5of the drawings.)

| Seeured to the other membe1 A#of the spring-

handle is a disk K, which is provided with a

go

05

The
' shield-piece B'is preferably secured to the
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slot e to receive the stem of the button when

- the shield is placed in position thereover and

when the members of the handle are pressed
together. The disk E is preferably secured
to the member A? by having a portion of its
outer edge bent therearound, as at % (See
Fig. 5 of the drawings.)

In Fig. 6 T have illustrated still another
modification, which is of the same construe-
tton as that illustrated in Fig. 5 and just
above described, except that the disk E is
elongated or provided with extensions ¢’ to
overlap the piece B’ when the members of the
spring - handle are pressed together, as is
clearly shown in Fig. 6 of the drawings.

While I have shown the shield-pisces in the
drawings as being circular or semicircular in
outhine and as provided with a flange at their
outer edges, yet I do not desire to be limited
to the shape of the pieces forming the shield,
as I may employ pieces of any desired shape

and may use them with or without the ap- g

turned flange at their edges without depart-
ing from the spirit of my invention.
In using the shield of the construaction

illustrated in Iigs. 1 to 3, inclusive, it will

be understood that the members A’ and A?

of thespring-handle are normally held apart,
as shown by continuous lines in Fig. 1, and

that they may be placed between the button

F and the cloth g or other material, to.

which it is secured, so that the bends or de-
pressions O in the adjacent edges of the seg-
mental wings or pieces will receive the stem
of the button, when the members A’ and A?
of the handle may be pressed together, thus
closely uniting the wings B or shield-pieces,
50 as to securely hold the button F and pro-
tect the garment from the powder or other
material employed for cleaning or polishing
the button. In the operation of cleaning or
polishing the button the powder or other
material used therefor will be prevented from

falling off the edges of the shield-pieces by

means of the upturned filanges C, as is ap-
parent, when by removing the shield from

the button I the powder may be emptied.

- _ 702,278

' The segmental pieces or wings B being se-

cured to the members A’ and A”® by having
their straight edges bent therearound, as at

¢, as before stated, may be easily folded to-
gether, as shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings, or
may be turned on said members, so as to be

at an angle to each other, as shown in Fig. 4
of the drawings, thus holding the button so
that 1ts rim or edge may be reached for clean-
Ing or polishing.

When the constructions shown in Figs, 5
and 6 are employed, the buttons are passed
through the opening &' in the shield-piece
B’, when by pressing the members A’ and A?
together the slot ¢ in the disk will fit around
the stem of the button, and thus shield or
protect the cloth, as is evident.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— | S

1. A button-cleaning shield, comprising a
wire bent at about its middle to form a spring
and two members, and shield-pieces secured
to each of said members, said pieces being
formed with recesses in their adjacent edges
to receive the stem of the button when the
members are pressed together, substantially
as described.

2. A button-cleaning shield, comprising a
wire bentat about its middle to form a spring
and two members, and shield-pieces rotata-
bly secured on each of said members and
having in their adjacent edges recesses to
receive the stem of the button, substantially
as described.

3. A button-cleaning shield, comprising a
wire bent at about its middle to form a spring
and two members, and shield-pieces rotata-
bly secured on each of said members and

having in their adjacent edges recesses to re- -

ceive thestem of thebutton, and an upturned
flange at its outer edge, substantially as de-
scribed.

| SILAS H. BASCOM.

Witnesses:
CHAS., C. TILLMAN,
A. GUSTAFSON.
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