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SPECIFICATION formmg pa,rt of Letters Patent No 702 027 dated .]' une 10 1 902
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1o all whom it ma J concern

" Be it known that I, ROBERT F OBERTEUF-—
FER, a citizen of the Umted States, residing |
ab Phlladelphl&, State of Penns lvama, havea_ 1
‘invented acertain new and usef ul Loose-Leaf
“Album, of which. the followingis a full, clear,
and exact deserlptlon refelenee bemﬂ‘ had to |

~ the accompanying drawmﬂ'q formmﬂ' a pa,rt

.10

‘of this specification. -

My invention relates td album and book
supports.

" close the book when not in use and to support

the leaves at a suitable incline for examina-

tion when the book is open and adapted to

15

provide an ornamental case or box for a pack

It is designed to support and in-

[ |

ordmary textlle hmn'e.s. cmmnonly employed P -': o

to unite the leaves

To these ends my. 1:1»'9111;1011 consists of the
.combination with a box element essentially
flat to adapt it to rest on a table and rectan--

HOL- A

gularin planular outline, with a rearwardly-

hlnﬂed cover so operating by means of hinges
whlch will support it .from the rear or hmn'e

55 |

edge in a horizontal plane above that of the L

upper surface of the album-case or box-base, ~ .
‘upright leat- cuides at each of the two front
corners of the box-base and pretembly at
each of the four corners thereof arranged be-
‘tween the upper surface of the ‘box-base and o
the inner surface of the cover and operating .

of album-leaves which may be diseconnected | as well to support the front edge of said cover

,  orwhich may be bound together by the usual | at a suitable distance from the box-base, and

- flexible hinge connection between the leavesy

~and it has for its further object to so con-

. 20

struct the ornamental case or box with its

“cover that when in closed posmlon, with a
“book or pack of album-leaves in place there-
~ in, the whole will present the ceneral appear-
~ance of an ordinary ornamental album and |
‘will, in fact, be an album-book from which the
_ book proper or any separableleaf thereof may

~ be inserted or removed at pleasure.

_album and stand has ever been heretofore
made in which the album-leaves may beloose

30

SofarasI am awareno album or combined

and not bound together nor attached by an

inner cover or otherwise to ‘the stand, nor

R any such in which all the parts when assem-

bled and in closed position will be a eompact

and unitary device presenting the dappear-
" ance and possessing all the advantages, with-

- others in addition thereto, of an ordinary al-

~ bum in a suitable examining-stand, and my
invention broadly covers that prmelple of

o "

book-stand construction asits basie prmclple

My invention, while limited to a device in
which the book element is' without any usual
outside cover or binding-case, is not limited

~in respect to the book element to a pack of

disconnected album-leaves, but compm ses a

" Dbook element in which theleaves in the pack .
. are preliminar lly__bound tp ea_ch other by the

a pack of album-leaves adapted to rest with- 65 =
in said upright leaf-guides and between the
_spaced box-base and cover; also, insuchade- . .- =
| vice when the box-base is given some-depth =
by being made hollow and provided with a -
movable cover, the latter forming a base-sup-
port for the. paek of leaves or book; also, in
some detaﬂs of construetlon helemafl:er de-:

seribed.

In the a,ccmnna,nymﬂ' dra,wmws, 111ustrat- '

ing my invention, Figure 1 is an elevation in
perspeetwe of my new device with the parts

75

in closed position; Kig. 2, a like view with
the lid or cover 1alsed and some-of the loose .
leaves removed. Fig. 3 is a vertical section .

through Fig. 1 on a hne to the side of -the
:1ock1no'-clasp, the device being in elosed po-
sition; and Fig. 4 is a like vertleal section
'through Fig. 1, save that the pack of leaves
is removed the hollow chamber of the box-

base 18 shown and the 1id covering the same

is shown ralsed for.illustrating .its function. -~ .

As will be seen by reference to Figs. 3and
4 of the drawings, the box-base of the device == .
consists of a substanmally flat body Aof a-

g0

rectangular shape in planular outline, which
nrefembly rests upon supporting - knobs

and for the purpose hereinafter mentioned

may, when desired, be hollowed out,as at b, =~ -
and be prowded Wll}h a ﬂembly-hlnﬂ'ed orre-
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movablelid ¢. Vertical angle-shaped corner-
pieces c are provided at each of the four cor-
ners between the box-base A and the cover,
hereinafter described. Those at the front
edge operate not only as leaf-guides, but as
cover-supports. Those in the rear are not
indispensable for either purpose, but are de-
sirable aids for both purposes. They are se-
cured between the four corners of the box-
base A and the cover and are shown in the
drawings as permanently fast to the box-base,
and that form of fastening is preferable, and,
indeed, essential, if the leaves in the pack of
album-leaves are, as shown in the drawings,
loose leaves wholly disconnected from each
other. These vertically - arranged angle-
shaped corners d are so arranged, as shown,
to bring the angle thereof facing ountwardly

in the same vertical plane with the rectan-

gular corner of the box-base. They operate
to guide the pack of leaves D to a true posi-
tion on the box-base and maintain the same
thereon without at same time preventing the
loose leaves being raised one at a time, and
equally so if the leaves in the pack be united
by the usual flexible textile hinge common
as the first step in bookbinding; but in the
latter event the rear corner-guides are cut
down to about the thickness of the lower leaf.
The other function of said vertical angle-
shaped corner-pieces is to serve as support-
ing and spacing means for the lid or cover B
when the device is in closed position, as
shown in Fig. 1, though the rear corner-
guides merely aid thehinge, hereinafter men-
tioned, to that end. The lid or cover B is
preferably wholly disconnected from the box-
base,save through the medium of a pivotally-
mounted link-arm 7 on each side of the box-
base. Said arm f, which operates as a piv-
oted link, is accordingly so connected at 7' to
the rear corner-guide d, (see Figs. 2 and 3,)
though it may be so connected to the box-base
directly, and it is rigidly connected at its
other end by a flange extension 7? to the up-
per edge of the lid or cover. (See Fig. 1.)
Hence (see Fig. 2) the back edge of the cover
when raised and thrown back drops to and
rests upon the rear upright side of the box-
base and occupies a rearwardly-inclined po-
sition, as shown in Fig. 2, most suitable for
resting the album-leaves against for exami-
nation when they are raised one by one from
the pack. B |

When the device is in closed position, the
two rearward corner-pieces d coact with said
link f in supporting the'cover at its rear edge,
and the two forward corner-pieces ¢ wholly
support the coverat its frontoropeningedge.
The pack of leaves, loose or flexibly bound,
18 dropped into place on the box-base within

~ the angle corner-pieces d and are as easily re-

moved therefrom when desired one by one or
as a whole. A clasp, such asindicated at ¢,
may be supplied, if desired, to hold the de-
vice in closed position, and the hollowing out

|
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of the box-base, as at b, with the hinge-cover
¢ to provide a base-rest for the pack of leaves
(see Figs. 3 and 4) supplies a most conven-
ient receptacle for containing loose pictures
or any other analogous use in devices of this
character. When the device is in closed po-
sition, as seen in Fig. 1, the edges of the book-
leaves are plainly visible, and the effect as a
whole in appearance is very much that of an
ordinary album, and my novel device pre-

sents the additional advantage that the user

may renew the flexibly-bound pack of leaves
or, 1f loose, any single leaf or number of
leaves at pleasure. |

Having thus described my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— . -

1. Thecombination, constituting an album
and itsstand, of a packof hook-leaves, a box-
base substantially flat and rectangular in
planular outline, a cover pivotally mounted
thereon, pivoted links therefor adapted to
support the cover at a distance above the box-
base when the device is closed and to swing

back the cover and support it in a vertical or

upright position when the device is opened,
and vertically-disposed angle-shaped Jeat-
guldes secured to said box-base at each of the
front corners thereof, adapted to guide the
packof leaves to,and maintain them in place
on the box-base, and operating also to sup-
port the hinged cover at its front edge in
spaced relation to the box-base. |

2. The combination with a substantially
flat box-base, rectangular in planular outline,
of a hinged lid or cover having near its rear-
ward edge two opposite downwardly extend-
ing and inclined arms pivotally united to the
box-base and operating as a hinge conneection
therewith as well as asupporting means for the
rear edge of said cover; and vertically-dis-
posed angle-shaped leaf-guides and cover-
supports arranged between said box-base and
cover at each of the four corners thereof.

3. T'he combination with a box-base sub-
stantially flat, rectangular in planular out-
line and hollowed out, of a movable cover for
sald hollowed-out portion, a cover or lid for
the box-base with hinges connecting the same,
consisting of links adapted to support the
cover at a distance above the box-base and to
swing it back to, and support it in, an up-
right position, vertically - disposed angle-
shaped guides and supports secured to the
corners of the box-base, and a pack of album-
leaves adapted to be maintained within the
leaf-guides while free to be raised leaf by leaf
and thrown back against the inclined hinged
cover or lid. |

In testimony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature this 12th day of October,
A. D. 1901. | |

| ROBERT F. OBERTEUFFER.
Witnesses: - |
ANDREW V. GROUPE,

H. E. BATTERSBY.
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