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(No model Y

To aill ivhom it ma J concerm: . |
‘Be it known that I, BENJAMIN HOVEY CAL-

-KIN, a subject of Her Ma,,]esty the Queen of
Great Britain, residing in the city and dis-
triet of "V,[ontrea,] Prov1nce of Quebee, Can-
‘ada, have mvented certain new and useful Im-

prevements in Stamp-Affixers; and I do here-
by declare that the following is a full, clear,

. and exact description of the. mventlon, such

IO

as will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to improvéments in

'stamp-afners by which postage-stamps may

‘be easily and rapidly applied to mail-matter
by the simple operation of pressmﬂ' the im- |
‘plement upon a letter or. thelike. |
One object of the invention is the prew-g

) sion of a simple implement whichincludesin

its organization means for mmstenm& a lot-

‘ter over the spot where a stamp is to be af-
~ fixed, means for cutting the stamps individ-:|-
o '-ually from a strip or row, such severance of
- each stamp being effected autematlcally dur-
- ing the period ef carrying or moving it to the
affixing position, and means for pressing the

- ; severedstampﬂlmlyupon the moistened spot

| e on the envelop, all of said deviees being op-

-- “erablein due order and antomatlcelly by the

~at the initial movement of the parts, where-.
by the 0r1ppe1 pulls or draws the sta,mp posi-
~tively in a downward direction until it shall:

35

- simple application of pressure to the handle_'
o '

of the implement.
“A further objectof: the 1nvent1on is the pro-

vision of a stamp-gripper and an actuating

device adapted to shift the position thereof

~~ have been severed from the next stamp.on

the Strlp by the actionof a cutter mechan- |
The actuating device for the gripper

40

- 1sm.
.poe1twely retains the same inits operative
- position in order to. prevent loosening of its
~ hold on the stamp until the latter shall have
~ been severed, and this actuating device per-

mits the gripper to have an 1d1e play as the

‘pressure-platen reaches a position where it

may press the stamp in place, such idle play

of the gripper permitting it to move back-

ward and release the stamp owing to contact

-of one edge of the gripper with t-h_e letter.

. 50

~ videanimprovedstamp-feeding deviceadapt- |

of consecutive stamps.
tical section through’ the 1mp1eme11t of Figs:

Further objects of the invention are to pro-

like manner, to provide means by which a

_mmstemng-pad may be kept in a saturated
condition so-as to be ready for use, and toso
arrange the several cooperatmg devices that

a fixed cutter may be emp]oyed in connection .
6o .

with the pressure-platen.
Further objects and advantawes of the in-

vention will appear in_the course of the sub-
joined description, and the novelty in the
‘combination of devices and in the construe-
tion and arran O'ement ef pa,rts w1ll be. deﬁned :

by the claims.

N ed to yield autom'a,tlcally te the mevementef |
the pressure-platen as the latter moves down-
ward and to return to its normal position in

“In the drawings hereto annexed and form:

ing a part of thls specification, Figure 1 is a
‘side elevation of my. Improved. sta.mp -affixer,
1]lustrating the parts in their normal position.
Fig. 2 is a central vertical sectional elevation
throuo"h the improved’stamp-affixer.and with -

the parts in a position corresponding to Fig:

1. Fig. 3 is a similar vertical sectional view
showmw the: position of the parts when the
‘handle is partially depressed ‘and’ with the

pressure-platen in such relation to the cutter
as to sever one stamp from-the strip or'length -

Fig. 4 is another ver-
85

1 to 3, inclusive, 1llustlat1ng the position of- -

the parts when the gripper is thrown back to
its idle position and the pressure-platen isin .

the act of forcing a stamp upon the moistened

‘spot of an envelop ~Fig. 5 is a front eleva-
tion of the stemp -affixer in the p051t1011 shown
by Fig. 1. - Fig. 6 is a sectional plan view; the
| 'plane of the seetwn belnn* indicated by the
| Fig. 7 is another
‘sectional plan view in the plane ‘below the
| head of the stand. as indicated by the dotted - .
Fig. 8 is.a vertical sec-

_tmnel view in the plane of the dotted line88

dotted:line 6 6 on. Fw 5,

line 7 7 on Kig. 2.

on Fig. 7 looking in the direction of the ar-
row and shewuw certain of . the operating

parts more clearly Fig. 91is a transversesec-
tion in the pla.ne of the dotted line 9 9 on Fig.

90

8. Fig. 10 is a detail perspective view of the .

stamp—n'upper removed from the implement.

Fig. 11 is a detail perspective view of the
.stamp-shde, eleo den%ehed from the Jmple-

ment.
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The same numerals of reference denote cor-
responding partsin each of the several figures
of the drawings.

In carrying my invention into practice 1
employ a stand 10, which is provided with a
head or top plate 11 said stand in its general
construction 1'esemblin_£r the part used in an
ordinary hand-stamp. The head of the stand
13 provided near its side edges and adjacent
to its front edge with short slots 12, and it is
furthermore provided at a point between the

slots 12 with the elongated stamp-feed slot 13,

the latter being at right angles to the slots 12.
The sides of the stand are provided with ver-
tical parallelslots 14,adapted toaccommodate
the arbor for the outside auxiliary yoke of
the implement, as will presently appear, and
theseside platesof the stand are,furthermore,
provided with the curved guide- slots 15,which
are arranged in substantmlly vertical POSi-
tions for the recepbion of the cranks, which
are connected with the stamp-gripper and
are actuated by the inside main yoke, the
same tobehereinafter more clearly described.

The outside yoke 16 is arranged to stracddle
the sides of the stand, and to the free end of
this yoke is attached the slidable arbor 17,
which passes through the slots 14 in the sides
of the stand and has its end portions arranged
to be seated upon the retracting-springs 18
the latter being of the coiled variety and con-
tained within the tubular housings 19, as
shown more clearly by Figs. 5, 6,7, and 9 of
the drawings. The housings 19 are secured
in any suitable way to the outside of the
stand and in positions alongside of the slots 14
in the side of said stand, each housing be-

‘ing provided with a vertical slot 20, which is

coincident with the slot 14 in the adjacent
side of the stand, whereby the arbor 17 is
adapted to pass through the slots of the stand
and the slots of the housings, so that it will
play in a perpendicular path under pressure
of the yoke 16.

The main inside yoke 21 lies within the out-
side yoke 16, as clearly shown by the several
figures of the drawings and more particularly
by Fig. 5. The arms of this yoke 21 pass
through the slots 12 in the stand-head, so that
on the depression of the yoke said arms there-
of will play within or between the sides of
the stand 10, whereby the inside yoke is op-
eratively disposed with relation to the pres-
sure-platen and the gripper of the implement.

The inside yoke hasa tube 22 secured firmly

to the head thereof, in which tube 1s con-
tained a repressing-spring 23, which finds a
seat at its upper end against a closed end of
the tube, while the lower end of said spring
is seated in a resistance-stem 24, the latter
extending at its lower end below the head of
the yoke and being loosely mounted on the
head of the stand. This stem may be sup-
ported loosely by any suitable means; but as
one way of attaining this end I have shown
the stem as provided with a reduced pintle
25, which is loosely fitted in an opening 25°

| carry the liquid-receptacle 39.

| of the stand-head, (see I‘lbs 2, 3, and 4 ,) and
i this pintle is pmwded at its 1owel ettlemuy
t with a hoof 26, the latter being disposed be-

low the stand-head and being of larger di-
ameter than the opening 25%, so as to prevent
the stem 24 from moving vertically either up
or down, while at the same time said stem 24
is capable of a limited back-and-forth move-
ment in a substantially horizontal direction
for the purpose which will hereinafter ap-
pear. Thishoof is formed atits rear side with
an inclined face 27, which is adapted to bear
against the uppel edﬂ'e of the pressure-platen
when {he latter is in 1133 normal upright posi-
tion, as shown by Fig. 2, and this stem 24 is
dmwn in a forward direction, so as to as-
sume, with the two yokes and the handle, the

upright position (indicated by Figs. 1 and 2)

through the medium of the retracting-spring
28, the latter being secured at one end to the
hoof 26 and at its othet end to the stand-head,
as shown more clearly by Figs. 3 and 4.
Theimplement is pvovided with a suitable
handle 29, which is formed with an internal
socket 29%, which opens through the lower
end of the handle and which socket is adapt-
ed for the reception of the inside yoke-tube
22 and a repressing-spring 29°, which is seat-
ed upon the tube 22 and which tends nor-
mally to lift the handle to a raised position
and within the limits of the slots 32. The
lower portion of the handle is provided with
a metallic collar 30, which is held thereon by
a serew 31, theinner end of which passes into
the slot 3;;, which is formed in the tube 22 of
the inside yoke, whereby the handle 29 1is
loosely fitted on the tube 22 and it 1s capable
of a slidable movement on said tube and in-
dependently thereof within the limits of the
slot 382. The two springs 23 29" differ in
strength, so that the spring 29" will tend to
hold the handle in such a raised position that

its collar 30 will normally be free from the

7C
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head of the outside yoke 16, even when the

handle is partially depressed to the position
shown by Fig. 3, whereby the handle may
be foreced dm\ n a certain distance, as shown
by Fig. 8, so as to compress the spring 23 for
the depression of the inside yoke 21 without
permitting the collar of said handle to en-

cage with the head of the outside yoke.

It is to be observed that the two yokesare
separately or independently mounted, while
the handle and the parts associated with the

‘yokes and the handle are so disposed that

one yoke may be actuated by the handle in-
dependently of the other yoke within certain
limits; but this handle isalso adapted for the
operation of said other yolke in order to com-
plete the operation of the parts, notably with

the pressure-platen, by which the stamp may

be affixed to a plece of mail-matter.
The pressure-platen employed in myinven-

tion is indicated by the numeral 37, and this

platen is carried by or movable with the in-
vertible cam-slotted plates 35 34, which also
The plates 33
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N 34 lie mijhm andclose to thesides of the Stand

- TFigs. 2, 38, 4, and S, threua*h which cam-slots

and they are connected by the pressure- platen
37 and the liquid-receptacle 39, so as to insure
the simultaneous movement of these parts in
the operation of the stamp-affixer. Said car-
rier-plates are provided with the coincident
cam-slots 35, having the eonfour shown by

- passes ‘the fulerum- -pin 36, which is fixed in

10

the sides of the stand, Whereby the cam-slot-

- ted plates are adapted to turn around said

L5

fulerum-pin.
edge of the carrier-plates in the normal posi-

tion of the parts, as shown more clearly by
Figs. 2 and 8, and this platen has its active

or wmkmn‘ face provided with a cushion 38,

20

 is united to the ecarrier-plates, said receptacle
lying to the rear of the pressure-platen. (See
I'igs. 2 and 8.) The receptacle is provided
. Wlth an inclined top wall 40 and a perforated
front wall 41, and these parts of the recep-

which may be in the form of a layer of rub-
ber or other soft material that is cemented

or otherwise united to the pressure-platen,

S0 as to cover pracmcally the whole face of
the platen which is exposed to view.
The liquid-receptacle 39 lies between and

tacle are so dlsposed that when the parts

- numbered 33 34 are in their normal raised

_. 20

" The perforated wall 41 of the receptacle lies

35

40

- tacle.

45

50

positions the receptacle will assume the in-

- clined relation of Figs. 2 and 3, whereby the
- water contained in The receptacle will fall

away from the saturatable moistening-pad.

parallel to and just in rear of the pressure-

platen, thus leaving a space between said

platen and the receptacle.
~arranged a yoke 42, which is shown more
clearly by Fig. 9, said. yoke being of less

length than the width' of the platen or recep-
ception of the pad 44, which is adapted to be

' forced tightly into the yoke, as shown by
~ Figs. 2, 3 and 4, so that the pad will be con-

ﬁned within the yoke 42 and against the per-

forated wall 41 and the hquld receptacle,
whereby on the inversion of the plates 33 34

and the platen 37 the receptacle 39 will be |

Figs. 3 and 4) and the water will be permitted

- to flow from the receptacle intothe pad This

operation takes place very quickly in order

to limit the amount of water which will es- |

 cape from the receptacle to saturate the pad,

55

~ any other suitable absmbent material.

the latter being made of sponge ccmpreseed;

to a suitable cendltmn or it may be made of

- evident that the pad 44 may be extended or

60

ecarried into the 1eceptacle 39 by forming a
suitable opening in the wall 41, thus’ makmﬂ'
- provision for the reception of a portion of the
saturated pad inside of the receptacle, where-
by the necessity for a constant supply of un-
confined liquid is obviated. The receptacle
‘39is furthermore provided with a filling-port
45, which is adapted to be closed by a serew-

plun'gib thus making provision for renewal

The platen lies at the front

In this space is

The yoke 42 forms a space for the re-

!

{ site to the flange 49 with the eyes 92..

It is'|

|

41 of said. receptacle.
nection between the gripper and the yoke 21
'is obtained by the employment of a shaft 53,
which is provided with the cranks 54 542, the' R
‘arrangement of these parts beingshown more‘: S
7. 'The shafb 53 extends - o
-across the upper edge of the grlpper-plate S0
as to fit loosely in the eyes 52 thereof, while
‘the cranks 54 54* extend from the gr1pper--."-'.

‘clearly by Fig.

of the hqmd-supply in the receptacle for the_: .

saturatable pad thereof.

One of the important features of my inven- U
‘tion is the. stamp-gripper disposed in codp- .
erative relation to the pressure-platen and -

having suitable operative connection with

the mSJde main yoke 21, to be actuated partly_ .
by the latter and partly by suitable springs. .75
This gripper is in the form of a plate 47,which
is shown in detail by Fig. 10, said plate hav-

-.7'5.._- : I

ing an angle or bend 48 at a pomt intermedi- -
ate of its length. At one edge the plateis

‘bent at an anﬂ'le to form the flange 49, and
-this plate is furthermme bent to prewde the
gripper-lip 50. Fmthermcre, the- angular S

bent gmpper-plate is formed with an opening

or slot 51, which removes a suitable portion - -
and ekeletomzes the plates, so as to form 85
two side bars, as shown by Fig. 10, and said

gripper-plate is provided at its edge oppo-l'- 3

This =~ .

slotted and bent gripper - -plate is arranged

for its side bars to pass through the spaces
'prowded between the pressure - .platen, the o
.front wall of the receptacle 39, and the pad- IR
‘receiving yoke 42, the flange 4;9 of said grip- =~ = -
per-plate resting ‘against the lower edge of -
‘the pressure- platen, while the lip 50 of the
‘gripper-plate lies in advance of the cushion =~
Furthermore,the . =
'mclmedportlcnm bend 48 of thegripper-plate ©

is adapted in the normal position of the parts
100 .

33 on the pressure-platen.

(shown by Figs. 2 and 8) to rest against the up-

perangle or cornercf the receptacle 39, which -
is formed by the Juncture of the Walls 40 -

The operative con- =~

plate toward the free terminals of the yoke = -
21, sald cranks terminating in the studsor . °

pmtles 55, which loosely pass through the -~ | B
_ arms of the yoke 21and are slidably received
‘carried to the inverted position (shown by { in. the curved guide-slots 15, provided for

their reception in the sides cf the stand 10.
As shown more clearly by Figs. 8and 9, Tem-

ploy two springs 56, arranged to bear avamst}-_-' |
the gripper-plate, each spring being attached_ 5—
to the rear side of ‘the pressure- -platen and_"

‘having its free end bowed toward the grip-- '

formed by the slot 51 therem

per-plate, so as to bear against one'side bar =
‘In thenor-
‘mal position of the handle and the vokes the
‘plates 33 34 are drawn into positions shown =~ - .
| by Figs. 2 and 8 for the pressure-platen to
occupy an upright pes1t10n, whereas the grip- -~
.per-plate 47 oceupies-a slightly-inclined po-~ -
‘'sition, with its flange 50 out of eontaet with
the" cuehlened face of the pressure platen T
"Thig is due to the fact that the erank-shaft -~ .

13.;0- T

assumes an inclined pes1t10n between the eyes

52 and the terminals of the yoke 21, which -

116 .

120 =
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permits the springs 56 to force the gripper-
platein a backward direction, so that the an-
gle 48 of said gripper-plate is seated against

the angle or corner of the receptacle 39, the

latter serving to limit the repression of the
gripper-plate under the action of the springs
50, so that thegripper-lip 50 is not 1in engage-
ment with the pressure-platen. Thisarrange-
ment of the parts provides for the reception
of an edge of the stamp between the gripper-
lip 50 and the cushioned face of the pressure-
platen, and immediately following the initial
movement of the pressure-platen and the co-
acting parts,due totheapplication of pressure
upon the handle 29, the crank-shatft, underin-
fluence of the yoke 21, pulls the gripper-plate
away from contact with the angle or.corner of
the receptacle 39 and allows the springs 56 to
force the gripper-plate in a rearward direc-
tion, so as to make its lip 50 firmly grip the
stamp This firm engagement of the gripper
with the stamp is obtained--duringthe period
of inversion of the plates 33 34, the pressure-
platen, and the receptacle 39, such inversion
of the parts being due to the continued ap-
plication of the pressure upon the handle to
make the parts assume the positions snown
by FKigs. 3 and 4 successively. As the pres-
sure-platen is turned downward toward the
position shown by Fig. 3, the lip 50 and the
platen 37 retain the stamp and draw on the
strip of stamps, so as to make that stamp

‘which is to be affixed lie across the cushioned |

face of the platen, as shown by dotted lines
in Fig. 3, and as the upper edge of the platen
clears a knife 57 the stamp is cut or severed
at the proper line, so that the severed stamp
will be disposed on the under face of the
platen 37. Now on the continued depression
of the handle the collar 30 rides against the
outside yoke, soastodepressthelatteragainst
the energy of the springs 18, thereby giving
the final downward movement to the pres-
sure-platen and making the parts assuine the
position shown by Kig. 4. In the cutting po-
sition of the implement (shown by FKig. 3) the
oripper holds the stamp, owing to the fact

that the crank-shaft pulls on the gripper-

plate; but when the parts change position,
owing tothe action of the handle on the yokes,
the crank-shaft is brought to the substan-
tially horizontal position shown by Ifig. 4 and
the gripper is released, so that 1t is free to

have alimited idle movement, which permits |

the bent edge of the gripper to press against
the piece of maﬂ-matter and to be forced up-
ward to the position shown by Fig. 4.as the
platen 37 1s forced downward 1;0 its final
working position, whereby the stamp is re-
leased and pressed firmly upon the moistened
spot of the envelop, while ‘the gripper auto-
matically disposes itself out of the path of
the pressure-platen. When the hand-pres-
sure is removed from the handle, the Springs
23 29 become active to force the yokesin the
upward direction and return the opemtlnn'

thereto,

701,998

‘5, and 8, and during this upward movement

of the platen and the gripper the latter as-

sumes the position where its lip 50 18 {ree

from the cushioned face of the pressure-
platen, thus enabling the free edge of another
stamp to be inserted between said lip 50 and
the platen.

It should be remarked that the end of the
moistening-pad 44 projects below the bottom

wall of the receptacle 39 and in position to

sweep across the face of a piece of mail-mat-
ter at the spot where the stamp is to be affixed
whereby the letter or the like is
moistened on the initial movement of the im-
plement preliminary to the operation of eut-
ting the stamp and pressing the s
the moistened spot.

The knife 57 is secured to the ,stand ACross

| the latter and adjacent to the lower termini

of the guide-slots 15, sald knife having an in-
clined pmtmn 58 and formed with a doubly-
inclined cutting edge which terminates in the
erest 50. The inclined portion of this knife
disposes the cutting edge thereof very close
to the path of the upper edge of the pressure-
platen on the depression and inversion there-
of, as hereinbefore described, whereby the
stamp 1s drawn down by the gripper and the
platen, so that it will be drawn across the
edge of the knife and will be severed as the
edge of the platen clears the edge of the knife,
as shown by FKig. 3.

A strip of stamps may be coiled on a reel

or led through a suitable tube at the option

of the skilled constructor; but as these parts
are not.contemplated by this invention it has
not been considered necessary to illustrate
them. The stamp-strip is presenfed to the
platen and the gripper by a movable stamp-
slide 60, which is. arranged at the front side
of the stand and is hung or pivoted at its up-
per edge thereto, as at 61. This stamp-slide
is provided on its rear side with a lugor lugs
63, arranged to ride against the side edges of
the yoke 21 on the descent of the latter; but

on the elevation of the yoke the stamp-slide

is forced to an.inwardly-inclined position by
means of the springs 64, which are suitably
mounted on the stand and press against the
lugs 65 of the .stamp-slide, in which lags is
mounted a roller 66. The strip of stamps is
adapted to pass between the stamp-slide and
its roller, as shown by dotted lines in Iig. 2,
and this stamp is forced by the fingers 67
against the cushioned face of the pressure-
platen, The fingers 67 are preferably at-
tached.to the roller 60, so as to diverge from
each other and to lie on opposite sides of the
crest 59 on the cutting edge of the knife. On
the descent of the inside yoke 21 the stamp-
slide is forced outward to the position shown
by Kigs.3and4 bythelugs63ridingagainstthe
yoke, thus making the stamp-slide self-clear-
ing with respect to the other operating parts of
theimplement. When thestampissevered by
the parts assuming the position shown by Fig.

parts to the position indicated by Figs. 1, 2, | 3, a free edge of the stamp-strip projocts ben
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yond the stamp-slide, as shown by dotted

lines in Fig. 3, and on the upward withdrawal

~ of the main yoke 21 from the stamp-slide the

Jatter is returned by its springs 64 to the po-

 sition shown in Fig. 2, at whieh time the fin-

gers 67 press the pr ot1 udmﬂ' end of the stamp- |
_StI‘lp past the crest of the knife and info |
- proper position for enﬂ'sﬂement by the lip of

~ the gripper.

" one face coated with a mucilaginous film or

Although I have described the 1mp1emont_

as & means for affixing labels, it will be un-

derstood that it may also be used to affix any

label or equivalent device preferably having

other adhesive. Ifis also to be understood
that parf{s of the mventlon may be used w1th-

| | out the whole.

‘20

From the foreﬂ'omo desorlptlon 1t mll be
understood that 1 employ a pivoted guide

which has sometimes been referred to as the
- “gtamp-slide,” said guide being disposed in

~ the path of the pleten and weldable with re-

| o

' .ta,ges of this invention will be readily under-

spect thereto.
provided with a feed-slot 18, through Whlch

This ﬂ*u1de or stamp-slide 1is

the stamp or label is adapted to be fed

It is thought that the operation and advan-'_

stood from the foregoing description, taken

* in connection with the drawings.
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" tion of some of the parts; while their essen-
- tial features are retained and the spirit of the

invention is embodied. Hence I do not de-

“sire to be limited to the precise form of all the
parts as shown, reservmg the rwht to vary
therefrom. |

- Having thus desoubed my inv ent1on what |

- T claim as new is—

a ‘3_40._

1. A device of the ohsraoter desorlbed com-

prising a platen, a cutter, means for guiding

. or directing a label-strip close to said outter
a gripper mounted on the platen to cooperate

L sorlhed
2. A demce of the chsraﬁter descrlbed com--

- therewith, and means for actuating the platen
and the ﬂ'rlpper, as snd for the purposes de- :

prising a frame, a cutter, a movable affixing-

o --"50

55
~ prising a suitable frame, a platen, a cutter

6o

platen, a gripper carried by the plsten means

foropening the gripperas theplatenis nressed

to an affixing position, and a moistener hav- |
ing means adeptod to supply moisture to a
' surfsoe prior to the application of a stamp or

label, as and for the purposes set forth.
3. A device of the-character deseribed com-

disposed adjacentto the peth of the platen and

‘above the affixing position thereof, a gripper

mounted on smd platen to oooperste there-
with and adapted to travel with the same,

" means for opening the gripper at two periods

- of its travel with the platen, and a mmstener,

substantially as set forth.

4. A dewoe of the character described com- |
prising & suitable frame, a platen, a cutter,

a gripper mounted on said platen-and mov-

able the1ew1th through oe1tem perts of the |.

Changes within the scope of the appended. |
claims may be made in the form and propor-

a moistener, substantially as set forth..

5. A dev1ee of theecharacter described com- _
prising a suitable frame, a movable affixing- .~

platen, a cutter, means for directing or guid-

ing a label- Stl‘lp close to sald outter a gr ip-
‘per movable with the platen and oceupyinga
| closed relation thereto as it recedes from the .

cutter, whereby the platen and gripper codp-
erate to draw the label-strip, means for re-

| travel of thelatter méans for olosmg the orip-
peras the platen spprosches the cutter, means
for releasing the gripper prior to the. adjust-

70 -
ment of the platen toits affixing position,and

75

8o

leesmg the gri pper prlor to the platen assum-

| ing an. afﬁxmo- position, and a mmstener, sub- - "
stantially as set forth. | |

6.-In.an affixing 1mploﬁient the eombmaq 1'

tion with a momhle pressure-platen, and

means for actuating the same, of - a gripper

mounted on said. platen and movable there-

with, and a gmpper-—a.otuatmn" mechanism to

.'.open the gripper with relation. to the. platen =

90

gripper closed on the descent of ssld platen A

| }substautlslly as described. =

7. In an affixing 1mplement the combms-.
_tmn with- a movable pressure-platen; and
means for actuating the same, of a gripper

| ;loosely mounted on the platen and- adapted

on the elevation of the latter and to keep the

to rise and fall therewith, means for closing
the gripper on its desoeut with said plsten, -

‘8. In an affixing implement, the combma-

agripper, s11b:av,ta,ntle.llyr as described.

9, In an affixing implement, the oombma-_ o
| tion with a pressure-platen, and an actuating |
‘means therefor, of a flanged gripper, a yoke, o
a crank-shaft connected to said yoke and to
the gripper, and springs acting efremst the
'-f"l‘lppel‘, substantlelly as. descmbed | o
10. In an affixing implement, a pressure-.' SR
platen provided mth a receptacle and witha =
‘moistening-pad, and a- gripper loosely fitted
| between said receptacle and the platen to be =
connected thereto for inversion with the

and means to positively open the gripper on.
‘the elevation of the platen, said means co0p-
erating with the gripper-closing means to posi-
tively hold said gripperin the closed condition
‘during certain periods of its movement W1th |
‘the platen, substantially as described. .

110

120

parts, combined with a platen-actuating de-

vice arranged to invert the-platen -on .its
‘downward travel, and a gripper- sotua,tmcr
‘mechanism operable to-hold the gripper op-
‘erative during .such inversion of the platen
‘and to release the gripper at the period of
pressing the platen upon the work, substen- .
tially as described.

11: In an affixing 1mp1ement the oombms-
tion with a pressure - platen, an actuating

15

‘means therefor and a gripper, of- a stamp--* -

shde plvotslly mounted a.d;jaoent to tho path - '

100

10§ -
tion with a pressure-platen, and actuating . =
means therefor, of a gripper connected with
said platen to travel therewith, a cranked |
‘shaft connected with the gripper, means for .
iaotustmg said shaft, and a retractor for the

115_'_'?. |
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of the platen and yieldable to the movement
of the latter, acutter and means for normally
holding the stamp-slide in the path of the
platen and in position to supply stamps or
labels to the same, substantially asdeseribed.

12. Inan affixing implement, the combina-
tion with a pressure-platen and an actuating
means theretfor, of a hinged feed-plate pro-
vided with a guide-face and with fingers for a
stamp or label, a cutter adjacent to the path
of the fingers, and retractors for said feed-
plate, substantially as deseribed. |

13. Inan affixing implement, the combina-
tion of a pressure-platen, an actuating means
therefor, a gripper movable with the platen
and disposed in gripping relation thereto,
gripper-actuating means to hold the latterin
active relation to the platen during the de-
scent thereof and operable to release the

gripper on the final period of movement of |

the platen, a stamp-slide normally in the path
of the platen, means for yieldably holding
the stamp-slide in place, and a cutting device
arranged to sever one stamp or label from a
strip during the period of descent- of the
platen and the gripper, substantially as de-
seribed. |

14. In an affixing implement, the combina-
tion of a platen, an auxiliary yoke connected
therewith, a gripper on the platen, a main
yolke having a tube, a cranked shaft between
the main yoke and the gripper, a handle, a
resistance - stem, and the springs, substan-
tially as described. |

15. In an affixing device, a pressure-platen,
and a gripper mounted loosely and in codp-
erating gripping relation to the platen, com-
bined with means for giving reciprocating
movement to the platen, and gripper-actuat-
ing devices arranged to positively hold the
gripper in operative relation to the platen
during the descent thereof and to release the
gripper from its operative position at the final

period in the downward travel of the platen,

as set forth.

16. In an affixing device, the combination
of a pressure-platen, a gripper movable with
and in coOperating gripping relation to said

e |

platen, a platen-actuating device, and a grip--

per-actuating device to hold the gripper in
operative relation to the platen during the
descent thereof, said gripper-actuating de-
vice being operable to release the gripper at
the final downward travel of the platen and
thereby allow the gripper to be thrown ouat of
operative position by the resistance offered
by the surface upon which the label or other
device 1s to be affixed, as set forth.

- 17. In an affixing device, the combination
with a stand, a pressure-platen, and a hand-

yoke connected to said platen, of a gripper co-
operating with said platen, and another yoke
having operative connection with the grip-
per, said yokes being operable with the platen
and the gripper to depress the parts simul-
taneously and to keep the gripper closed un-

til the platen reaches its affixing position, |

701,996

whereby the strain or pressure on the gripper

is relaxed prior to the final downward thrust
on the platen and said gripper is free from
the stamp or label, as set forth. |

18. In a stamp-affixing device, a pressure-.

platen, a gripper connected loosely thereto
and disposed normally in codperating rela-
tion therewith, and a retractor-spring acting
against the gripper, combined with means for
primarily actuating the platen, and means for
actuating the gripper at the same time that
the platen is made to rise and fall, said grip-
per-actuating means opening the gripper at

theinitial period of its descent with the platen,

then closing the gripper into coGperative re-
lation to the platen as the parts continue their

downward movement, and finally releasing

the gripper at the final period in the descent
of the platen, substantially as deseribed.

19. In an affixing device, the combination
with a pressure-platen, and means for actu-
ating the same, of a gripper, a gripper-actu-
ating mechanism, a pivoted stamp-slide nor-
mally disposed in the path of the platen, and
a spring for yieldably holding the stamp-slide
in position and permitting it to clear itself on
the descent of the platen, substantially as de-
seribed. o |

20. In an affixing device, the combination
of astand, amovable affixing pressure-platen,
a gripper, means for actuating said pressure-
platen and the gripper, a cutter mounted on
the stand and having a crest-formed cutting
edge disposed adjacent to the path of said
platen, and a stamp-slide mounted on the
stand for yieldable movement relative to the
path of the platen and to the cutter, substan-
tially as described. |

21. In an affixing device, the combination
of astand, a movable affixing pressure-platen,
a gripper, actuating devices for the platen
and the gripper, a erest-formed cutter mount-
ed on the stand adjacent to the path of the
platen, a stamp-slide, and retaining-fingers
carried by thestamp-slide and disposed on op-
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posite sides of the crest in the cutting edge

of said cutter, substantially as deseribed.
22, In an affixing device, the combination

of a pressure-platen, a gripper cofperatively

related to the platen, yokes having separate
connections with the platen and the gripper to
actuate the same simultaneously as set forth,
and a yieldable hoof disposed in the path of
the platen and adapted to engage therewith
on its return upward movement to normal
position, substantially as described.

25, In an affixing device, a pressure-platen
provided in rear of its working face with a re-
ceptacle having the inclined and perforated
walls and arranged to normally assume an
upright position wherein the liquid contents
of the receptacle lies away from the perfo-
rated wall, and a pad against the perforated
wall, combined with a gripper, and means for
actuating the platen and the gripper, sub-
stantially as deseribed.

24. In an affixing device, a pressure-platen

11§
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 ingthe gripper and the platen, a stamp-slide,
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having a receptaele and a. Dad in rear of -the |
active surface thereof, and a gripper loosely.
confined between the nlaten and the recepta-:
cle and provided with -an element in oppos-

ing relation to the platen s active face to co-

operete therewith in gripping the article to-

be affixed, combined with devices for actuat-

and a cutter, substantially as deseribed.

25. In a,devme of the character described, '
the combination with a movable efﬁxmms

~platen, and means for-actuating the same, of

20

~ gripper when depressed with the platen be-- |
low said cutter. | -

a gripper movably connected to the: platen.
and held in normal closed position by a re-

tractor, means-arranged to guide a label-strip

to the gripper and platen in the raised posi-|

tion ef the parts, a cutter, and devices dis-
posed in codperative rela,t,mn to the gripper.

for opening the same while in the raised po-.

sition and for giving like movement to said

96, Ini a device of the character deseribed,

‘the combination with a platen, and means for
actuating the same, of a yieldable guide hav-

25

ing means actuated by the platen-operat-
ing devices, whereby the guide is positively
thrown out of the path of ‘the platen during

certain periods in the movement of- the latter

‘substantially as deseribed.

97. In a device of the character descr1bed

"the combination with a platen, and means for
‘actuating the same, of a plvoted guide dis-

30’

posed in coOperative relation to the platen- -

actuating devices and provided with a chute

35

through whmh a stamp or label 1s edapted to .

“be. fed substantially as described. L
In mtness whereof T have hereunto set my R

hand in the presence of two witnesses..
BENJ AMIN H CALKIN

Wltneseee
- J.-A. MARION
T MYNARD N
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