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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM W. W ATSON,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing at Ada
in the cou nty of Norman and State of ane-
sota, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Self-Cleaning Tobaceo-Cut-

ters; and I do declare the followmg to be a
- fall, clear, and exact deseription of theinven-

131011 such as will enable others skilled in the

art to which it appertains to make and use the

same, reference being had to the accompany-

ing drawings, and to the letters of reference

marked theleen which form a pelb of this
specification.

This invention relates to tobacco- cutte1s
and contemplates the production of an im-
proved appliance of this character construct-

to existing counters or tables and arranged to
be opemted by foet-pewm to cuf plurr- boba,cco
and the like, |

The improvement has for its ObJeGl} sim-
plicity of construetion, efficiency in opera-
tion, and durability; and a further object is

the prowsmn of means for rendering.the knife
self-cleaning, whereby absolute cleanlmess is

at all times seeured

The nature of the 1mprovement will be

readily comprehended, reference being had to
the following detailed descmptmn and to the
accompanying drawings, in which— _
Figure 1 is a front elevation of a tobaceo-
cutter embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a

vertical sectional view on line 2 2 of Fig. 3,

the knife being lowered. Fig. 3is a Vert;leal
sectional view oun line 3-3 of Fig
being raised. Fig. 4isa detall plan view of
the knife and table.

lowered position.
Referring to the dramnﬂe by 1ette1 A de-

notes a support, which may be the counter_ of
a retail store, but which, -preferably, i8 a cabi-~

net having a table a and sides o’ ¢®. In the
table is a slot a®, and b is a metal plate fitting
a recess in the table -top to be flush therewith

and having a slot reﬂlsterlnﬂ w1th the table-— |
slot a?. f

C designates the knlfe, ha,vmﬂ' alower cut-
ting edge ¢ and fixed at its SIdes to vertical
rods d d, which are slidable in theside pieces

. 2, the knife

Fig. 5 is a detail view
showing the means for' loekm g the knife mf

of the table a,nd in enlarﬂements of bhe SlOtb
in the table and plate. The rods d d are ad-
justably attached, by means of screws 11, toa

bar g, and connectmo’the bar g centrally with
The foot-lever is

a foot-lever i is a rod i.
pivoted by a serew 7 to a bracket 5, secured

to the side o/, and itsfree end pr0]ects through

and beyond a slot ¢t in the side a? and ter-

minates in a step-piece A'.
The knife is lowered by

book or staple on the under side of the table.
The spring elevates the knife to the. ctitting

| position, (shown in Fig.3 and indicated in Fig.
1,) the limit of movement being fixed by the-:

bar g, which acts as a stop by engaging the
nnderside of the drawer- frame.
position of the knife (shown in Fig. 2 and in-
dicated in Fig. 3) is maintained by the en-
gaﬂement of the foot-lever with an offset of

in the slot @, this being accomplished by a

The lowered
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the downward_-
‘movement of the lever % against the action
of & spring k, connected to the leverand to a

slightlateral movement of the foot-lever when 7 5 '

it is fully depressed. In its lowered position
the top of the knife is flush with the top of

“the table, leaving the latter unencumberad.

Pwoted to the under side of the table by
means of rods I [ are scrapers m.m, which are

The knife in its downward. movement en- |

ters a pan O, which is shdably arranged in

the frame e.  The pan is of water-tight con-

‘struction and in practice is filled with water, -

whereby. the tobacco which adheres to the |

sides of the knife in the cutting operation is

loosened. In the downward movementof the
knife the serapers are engaged and. pressed
downwardly.to the position shown in. Fig, 2

and indicated in Fig. 3, and in the return

movement of the knife the scrapers act upon

its sides to clean them of the adhermﬂ' to-

bacco, which has been loosened by the con-
Thus the
kuife is at all times kept perfectly-clean, and

tact with the water in the pan.

-35' o
normally raised to extend across the slot es' o -
by the action of springs n n. o
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the cleaning being accomplished automa.tlc-j -

ally no attentlon further than to renew the

water from time to time is. reqmred Obvi-

_"0'151)7 the knife is 1mmersed in the water dur-
ing the time it is not in use.

160

In practice the cutting moveient of the -
of a dmwer-frame € secured to the under side kmfe and the locking. and releesmg thereof o
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are accomplished by the foot of the operator,

and his hands are left free to handle the to-

bacco. _
The cutter may be easily applied to any

cabinet, counter, or table, and, as betfore

stated, when it is not in use it is below the

table and out of the way of business which.

does not require its use. The construction
employed is simple, the partsarefewinnum-
ber and easily assembled, and the appliance
may be inexpensively produced and set up
by persons not particularly skilled in the art.

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination of a slotted table, a re-
movable water-receptacle beneath the same,
a knife vertically movable in the slot, to en-
ter the receptacle, a spring for elevating the
knife above the table, scraper-blades in the
path of the knife arranged to be moved by
the knife in its downward movement to en-
ter the receptacle, a foot-lever connected with
the knife to lower it, and means for locking
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 the foot-lever when depressed to maintain

the lowered position of the knife and scraper-
blades.

2. The combination of a slotted table, a
slidably-removable water-receptacle beneath
the same, a knife vertically movable in the
slot to enter the receptacle, a spring for ele-
vating the knife above the table, scraper-
blades in the path of the knife arranged: to
be moved by the knife inits downward move-
ment to enter the receptacle, an upright hav-
ing a slot provided with an offset, a foot-le-
ver connected with the knife to lower it and
the scraper-blades said foot-lever moving in
the upright slot and engaging the ofiset to
lock the depressed knife and scraper-blades.

~ In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
WILLTAM W. WATSON.

Witnesses:

A. G. GRAY,
A. D. GrRAY, Jr.
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