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UNITED STATES:

!

PATENT OFFICE.

ALEXANDER W. SWANITZ, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, ASSIGNOR TO SWANITZ
' COMPANY, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, A CORPORATION OF DELAWARE.

. MERCHANDIS'E-TRANS‘-FER APPARATUs.y o

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Pe.tent No. 701, 961 deted J u:e.e 10 1902
Appheetlen ﬁled Pehruery 20, 1901 Eerlel No. 48,173. (Ne medel )

L -—

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, ALEXANDER WILLIMI

- SWANITZ, a citizen of the United States, re-

- sidingin Ohlcao'o Coek county, Illinois, heve_
5 mvented certain new and useful Improve-'
ments in Merchandise-Transfer Apparatus,
(Case No. 2,) of which the following, taken in

connection with the accom nanymﬂ' dre,wmn*s,
- 18 a speclheatwn *

1o My invention relates to apparatus: for use'

in transferring merchandise or goods from

car to car when the same are upon the same
track not far apart or upon different tracks
arranged a short distance away from each

15 other, and has for its object, primarily, the
provision of improved means whereby such
transfer can be greatly femhte,ted and the
cost thereof reduced.

_ In carrying out my invention I p10v1de an.
20 erreneement of devices which I have illus-
trated i in preferred form in the accom panymo*.

| dra,wmo's in which—

_ Flgure 1 is a transverse section ehowuw a.|
- merchandise-transfer apparatus emhodvmﬂ'f
25 my lnvention. Fig. 2-is a plan section of the-

same, also showmfr some of the details. Fig.

J 18 a partial side eleve,twn of one portion of
my invention, and Fig. 4 is a partial plan.
section on a larfrer scale thcm that shown in

- 30 Figs. 1 and 2.

Referrmn* NOW Mmore pertleularly to Fig. 1,

1t will be seen that between a couple of traeke
5, on which 'stand some freight-cars 6, I have

constru cted a transfer shed or house promded_

3.5 with walls 7 and a roof 8, the roof being pref-

erably oextended out over the tracks, as shown

at 9, in order to partially protect the cars.
In the walls 7 are arranged a plurality of
door-openings 10, covered by doors 11, and
upon the inside ef the said door—opemngs are
platforms 12 of such dimension that a con-
- siderable space will be left between the same
on opposite sides of the transfer-house. Be-

- tween the platforms 12 I arrange a traction-
45 floor 13, the foundation of which, 14, is pref-
erably of concrete, and the upper smface of
whieh, 15, 1s preferably . of some hard smooth-
wearing material, such as steel or other suit-
able material. Constructed to run upon the

40

50 ﬁoor 13 1 plO'Vlde a truck or trncke 16, ar-

| Fig. S
The pressure in the main, which may be per- 85 -

' ranﬂ'ed to be driven by means of a fluid- ples- -' L
sure motor 17, (see Fig. 4,) the said motor be-

ing supplied ‘with pressure from a storage

tank or tanks 18, having an'intake or. velve-

controlled inlet 19, I prefer to place one of 55

‘the intake or valve- controlled Inlet-openings

at each side of the truck, as shown in Fig. 4. N
- Adjacent to the'inner snde of the platforms

1 12, and preferably immediately below the pro-~ |
]eetmﬂ' edge of the floor thereof, I arrange a 6o..
fluid- pressure—supply main 20, prowded W1th |

valve-controlled outlets 21, ar ranged at inter-.
vals thereon, and as a means for forming a
connection between sald valve-controlled out- =
lets and the intake on the truck I provide the 65
truck with a flexible connection or hose .22, -

adapted to be readily engaged and dlsenﬂ'aﬁ'ed
| from said valve-controlled outlets Whereby

the storage - tanks. upon the truck can be
charged while the truck is beingloaded in any 70
position adJaeent to the tra.eke 5 or the plat-

forms 12,

The operation of my mventlon is as follows:

The truck 16, standing ed,]ecent to the plet-
form 12, as ShOWIl in I‘1,;.

1, while it is being 75
loaded w1th merchandlse whleh has been
taken from the car 6 across the platform and
which has to be- tmnefemed to some other

‘car—as, for exam ple the car adjacent to the N
_ plabform on the opposite side—is coupled with 8o

one of the valve-controlled outlets from the ' |
fluid-pressure-supply main by means of the

hose or flexible connection 22, as shown in .
4, and the eontrolhnﬂ' valves 23 opened.

hap% in excess of seven hundred pounds and
is preferably compressed air supphed from
any suitable source, then flows into the stor-

age-tanks 18, charging the same while the
'_‘truek 18 bemﬂ‘ loa.ded The hose 22 being dis- geo

connected, the truck can now be sterted by
means of the motor 17, the operation of which
is controlled by sulteble valve mechanism,
(not shown,) and, running across or along the
traction-floor 13, be brouﬂ'ht to any p051t1011 0§

desired where the merehandlse ca,rrled can:

be conveniently transferred across.the plat-

form 12 onto the car for whichit was 1ntended
It is obvious that in an apparatus con- |

strueted in aeeordence with my 1nvent1on I 100
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am enabled toreadily and economically trans-
fer freight from any caron eitherof the tracks

5 to any other car on either of the side tracks
in which it may be desired to put the goods,

and the traction-floor being entirely free from

rails or unevennesses, but little power will be
required in moving the truck about, and there
will be no interference between any two
trucks, although as many can be employed
as may be desired, provided only sufficient
room be left between them and the platforms
to move them about.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1, A merchandise-transfer apparatus com-
prising a traction-floor, a truck for earrying
merchandise thereon, a fluid-pressure motor
for moving said truck, steering mechanism
for guiding said truck on said floor, a storage-
reservoir upon said truck for supplying said
motor with pressure, a storage-reservolr in-
take upon said truek, a fluid-pressure-sup-
ply main supported adjacent to said traction-
floor, a valve-controlled outlet from saild
main, and means for connecting said outlet

with said intake, substantially as described.

2. A merchandise-transfer apparatus com-
prising a traction-floor, a truck for carrying
merchandise thereon, a fluid-pressure motor
for moving said truck, steering mechanism
for guiding said truck on said floor, a storage-
reservoir upon said truck for supplying said
motor with pressure, a storage-reservoir in-
take upon said truck, a fluid-pressure-sup-
ply main supported adjacent to said traction-
floor, a plurality of valve-controlled outlets
from said main arranged atintervalsthereon,
and means for connecting said outlet with said
intake, substantially as described.

3. A merchandise-transfer apparatus com-
prising a traction-floor, a truck for carrying
merchandise thereon, a fluid-pressure motor

for moving said truck, steering mechanism |

701,961

| for guiding said truck on said floor, a storage-

reservoir upon said truck for supplying said
motor with pressure, a storage-reservoir in-
take upon said truck, a fluid-pressure-sup-
ply main at each side of said traction-floor
supported adjacent to said traction-{loor,
valve-controlled outlets from said mains, and
means for connecting said outlet with said
intake, substantially as described.

4. A merchandise-transfer apparatus com-
prising a traction-floor, a truck for carrying
merchandise thereon, a fluid-pressure motor
for moving said truck, steering mechanism
for guiding said truck on said floor, a storage-
reservoir upon said truck for supplying said
motor with pressure, a storage-reservoir in-
take upon said truck, a fluid-pressure-sup-
ply main at each side of said traction-floor,
and under said platform, supported adjacent
to said traction-floor, a valve-controlled out-
let from said main, and means for connecting
sald outlet with said intake, substantially as
described.

5. A merchandise-transfer apparatus com-
prising two parallel tracks, two platforms ax-
ranged within said tracks and adjacent there-
to, a traction-floor between said platforms, a
merchandise-carrying truck upon said floor,
a fluid-pressure motor upon said truck pro-
vided with a storage-reservoir and a valve-
controlled intake for said reservoir, a fluid-

pressure-supply main supported adjacent to

said traction-floor, a plurallty of valve-con-
trolled outlets from said main arranged at in-

tervals thereon, and means for connecting

said intake with the outlet on said main where-
by thestorage-truck can be charged while the
same is being loaded adjacent to said plat-
form, substantially as described. |

ALEXANDER W. SWANITZ,

Witnesses:
PAUL CARPENTER,
FRANK O. GREEN.
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