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To all w?wm it may conceriv:
Beitknown thatI, CorypoNI. BUSH, aelm-

zen of the United Statee of America, resuflmg |

at Kansas City, in the county of Jackson and

State of Missouri, have invented certain new

and useful Improvements in Fastenings for
Saddle-Girths; and I do hereby decla,re that
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-

seription of the mventlon sueh as will enable

others to make and use the same, reference

being had to the accompanying drawings,.

| formmo‘ a part of this specification.
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The object of my inveniion is a device for |

fastening the ends of a saddle-girth and bil-
let or other parts of a harness tocfether 6X-
peditiously; and it consists in the. novel con-

‘struction and ecombination of parts, such as

will be first fully described, and epemﬁcally
pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view of the

invention shown eonneeted with the free end
of the saddle-girth and billet, the saddle be-

ing shown in position upon the back of a
riding-horse. Fig. 21s a view in perspective,
showmﬂ' the free end of the saddle-girth and
a portion of the billet secured to the body of
the saddle, showing the invention applied

thereto. Flg 3isa viewin perspective, show-

ing the free end of the girth or band and the
blllet also showing the novel fastening de-

vices in a position in which the parts are con-

nected with the hands in readiness to apply
the power to operate the lever and simulta-
neously press upon the keeper:
detail vertical sectional view taken through
the lower end of the keeper and the upper
pivoted end of thelever and supporting-plate,
showing the shoulder on the lever and the
bearing therefor on the projection. from the
supportmﬂ-plete

the lower or free end of the lever. Flﬂ‘ 6 is

a detail view of the socket-plate for retammﬂ'

the free end of the lever. Iig, 7is a view ot‘
the opposite side of the saddle to that seen
in Fig. 1, showing the adjustably - secured

| end of the oirth.

- Similar lettere of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings.

Refenmﬂ' to the dmwmﬂe A represents an
ordinary riding-saddle, of ‘Which ¢ represents

R0
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Fig. 418 a

Fig. 5 is a detail view of -

the saddle body or tree, a’ the pommel, and
a? the cantle of the saddle.
a® is the saddle-girth billet on the saddle

for a single girth, whlch is formed in a loop

and .the twe en de secured to the outer side of
the saddle-Body, to which the free end of the

| girth is ordinarily secured by the ring o, the
,ends so secured being slightly forwetd of a

position intermediate the pommel and cantle
of the saddle. Upon the other-side of the
saddle,secured to the saddle-body,is alink a*
B represents the girth or band,with one end
b of which is connected a ring v, Through

ring b’ extends one end ¢ of an ad;]uetmﬂ'-

smap C, which end also passes through the
link a* on the saddle-body. Upon the other
end of strap C is a buckle ¢*, through which
buckle passes the end ¢ of said stmp

D represents the keeper for securing the
billet and girth, which consists of a flat plate
of suitable lenﬂ'th in the upper end of which
is a transverse slot d, through which is passed
the looped portion of the blllet a®. A short
distance below the slot-d in plate D is a
transverse opening d’, the upper and lower
sides of which opening are in oppositely-
curved lines. In onelongitudinaledge of the
plate D isanarrow opening d? which commu-
nicates with the opening d’, the sides of which

opening are curved mwardly in a slight de-

oree from the said edge of the plate, as at d*
ddc

In the plate D, a short distance below

55

60

05

70

15

86

the opening d', is a separate opening d° of

the same dimensions as the opening d' and
having the opening df communicating there-

‘with a,nd extending in the same 10110'11311(1111&1 |
edge of plate D as the opening d? the sides

of which opening dfare also curved inwar dly,
as described of the opening d*. The lower
end of plate D is preferably in a single out-
wardly-curved line, as seen at d.

Upon the outer side and free end b’ of the
oirth or band B is secured by the rivets e e
the 1ever-supportmg flat pla,te E, which, as
shown, is nearly circular in form and upon
the outer end of which plate is an extension
¢?, narrow in width and approximate to the
extremmy of the free end of girth B. - Said
extension 18 bent upwerdly end thence ex-
tended forwardly in a curved line and upon
which extension are the outwardly and down-
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1Inclining the upper portions

b=

wardly extended lugs e® €3, upon the under

surface of which lugs are the recesses ¢f. Be- .

tween the lugs ¢’ ¢® is a noteh ¢X. Upon the
under surface of the curved portion of the ex-
tension e in rear of the noteh e* the said sur-
face is curved outwardly, forming the pro-
jection €, as seen in Fig. 4. |
¥ represents the locking-lever, which con-
sists of a bar of considerable length and ex-
tending from one end to the other in an out-
wardly-curved line. One end of said lever
extends between the lugs ¢? ¢ in the notech
e” between the saidlugs and is secured to said

lugs by the pivot ¢!, which extends through

sald lugs and the said end of the lever. On
the inner side of the pivoted end of lever
I is a shoulder f, which consists of a short
portion of said lever, bent nearly at right an-
gles and extending beneath the projection ¢,
of the extension e? of the plate K. The up-
per surface of said shoulder is curved in-
wardly in a slight degree, as at 7/, to meet
and obtain a close bearing upon the projection
e’ of plate E when the lever T is in a locked
position. The lower surface of the shoulder
J extends at an obligue angle to the inner
side of the lever ' and is curved mwardly
near the said lever, as at 2

At the other end of plate E from that hav-
Ing the extension ¢ is an extension ¢°, which
1S bent upwardly and over upon 1tself, form-
ing a loop, in which loop is a ring G. With
the ring G is connected the novel securing
device for the free end of lever F, which con-

sists of a short strap 7, looped over the ring |

G and the two ends placed upon the girth B

and the rivets ' i’ passed through said girth -

and the said ends of the strap &. In the
strap /v and passing through each portion is
a longitudinal opening 72 narrow in width.
In the opening 72?is inserted a yielding or
spring socket-plate I, which consists of a sin-

gle plate the width of which is nearly equal

to the length of the opening 12in the strap h.
The intermediate portion of the plate which
forms the bottom of the socket is about equal
to the width of the opening %2 and extends
to the bottom of said socket 7%, the vielding
sides 2 © of which socket-plate extend to the
outer surface of the strap /2 and the ends % 2
of which plate are bent outwardly at right
angles to the sides 7 7 and upon the outer sur-
face of strap /i, thus forming a socket-plate
the entrance ¢! to which is made narrow by

of the socket-plate I in a slight degree to-
ward each. In the bottom of the socket-plate
I'is a narrow strap of metal 42, the ends of
which extend past the bottom of the sockat-
plate and upon the under surface of the por-
tion of strap 7 adjacent to the girth B, thus
preventing the socket-plate I from belng re-
moved from the opening /2.

Upon the under side of the free end of the
lever F is a lug 73, which extends nearly the
length of the opening 72 in the strap /i, the
sides or ribs f* of which lug are inclined down-
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wardly and inwardly and extend within the
enfrance ¢* of the socket-plate I and nearly

to the bottom of said socket or so far as to 4o

permit the ribs f* to press apart the sides of
the socket-plate and extend beneath the line
of the bent portions 7° of said socket-plate.

In operation and when the saddle A has
been placed upon the back of the horse the
ogirth BB at the end 0 is secured by the adjust-
ing-strap C in such a position that the girth
will pass upon the under side of the body of
the animal and its free end provided with the
lever-supporting plate E, extended upwardly
upon the side of the animal in the direction
of the plate D on the billet ¢® and to a posi-
tion in which the opening d” in the lower end
of plate D will be above the pivoted end of
the lever I'. In this position the plate D is
seized by the left hand, as shown in Fig. 3,
and held a short distance outwardly from
the sideof the animal, the right hand seizing
the free end of lever F and extending said
end as far upwardly as is necessary, thus
supporting the free end of the girth. The
lever I is then moved laterally within the
opening d° in plate D to a position upon the
under side of said opening, in which position
a downward pressure is given the free end of
lever I by the right hand obtaining a power-
ful leverage and forcing the lug 72 into the
socket-plate f, and at the same time the left
hand pushes the plate D beneath the lugs 3 e
into the dotted position shown, and the en-
gaging portion d° of the plate D is in a posi-
tion near the outer end of shoulder 7, while
the recess ' in the upper surface of the shoul-
der 1s close in position to the extensions &7 of
the plate E, and the leverissecured from ac-
cidental removal, and the strain upon the
girth draws the free end of the lever If closer
to the girth, the engagement of the upper sur-
face of the shoulder with the extension ¢ re-
leasing the strain on the pivotet, When the
girth is required to be released from the bil-
let, the free end of the lever is drawn from
the socket-plate and the parts are instantly
detached. Should the tightening of the girth
beinsufficient by the employmentof the lower
opening in the keeper D, the lever is insert-
ed in the opening above. |

My invention enables the expeditious fas-

 tening of the saddle-girth, and is therefore of

great value to the military service, where
economy of time is of great consideration.

The lever I may be operated by left-hand-
ed persons by merely reversing the position
of the keeper.

Such modifications may be employed as are
within the scope of the invention.

Having fully described my invention, what
I now claim as new, and desire to secure bv
Letters Patent, is—

1. Afastening comprising a base-plate, and
an extension of said base-plate at one end
thereof, and outwardly and downwardly ex-
tended lugs upon said extension having re-
cesses 1n their under surfaces, and a notch
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| mtermedmte said lugs, a downwardly- -curved

10

projection of the undel surface of said exten-
sion of the base-plate in rear of said notch,
an operating-lever, and an extension of said
lever at an angle thereto and inwardly be-
tween said lucrs, having a curved depression
in the upper surface beanng upon the down-
wardly-curved projection of the extension of

said base-plate, and a keeper-plate having an |

opening for the operating-lever extending be-
neath said lugs and engaging with the said
extension of the operating-lever.

2. In fastenings for saddle-girths, d&c., an

|

S

extended lever, a lug upon the free end of

sald lever, and ribs on sald lug, a strap hav-
ing a soeket areinforcing-plate in said socket
havmﬂ' spring sides bent upon the upper sur-
face of said strap, and a bottom to said plate
extending beyond the plane of the lower sur-
face of the strap, and a securing-strip upon
the bottom of said plate engaging with the
lower surface of said strap.

CORYDON I. BUSH.
- Witnesses:

JOHN T. MARSHALL,
THOMAS A. ALEXANDER.
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