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10 (LZZ whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Louls P. VALIQUET, a
citizen of the United States of America, and

 a resident of the city of New York, eounty of

IO

New York, State of New York, haveinvented
certainnewand useful Improvementsin Seals
for Talking-Machine Records, of which the
following is a specification.

My 111vent10n relates to sound-reproducing
apparatus in general, and more spemﬁeelly
consists of an 1mpr0ved sound-record tablet
and reproducing apparatus combined there-
with wher eby the first use of a record-tablet

- forreproducing purposes willleaveindestrue-
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tible and uuremovable evidence of the fact
that said record-tablet has been so used and
will thereby render it impossible for unprin-
cipled dealers to sell second-hand sound-rec-
ords on the representation that they have
never been used.

Heretofore it has been pr eposed to provide

evidence of the fact that any particular ree-
ord-tablet is fresh from the maker and hasnot

been used by attaching to the tablet a seal,

such as a piece of paper or a thread, whu.,h

must be broken when the tablet is placed on

the reproducing-machine.

The distinctive feature of myinvention con-
sists in making the part which serves as evi-
dence of newness an integral part of the rec-
ord-tablet, the same being a thin film of the
material of which the tablet is made. This
oextends across an opening through which

some member of the reproducmcr apparatus-

projects, and such film is consequently frac-

tured upon the first use of the record for re-

production. This film of the record material
cannot be replaced and the seal so produced
cannot be counterfeited.

I have illustrated a form of record-tablet
and reproducing-machine therefor embody-

ing the preferred form of myinvention in the
accompanying sheet of drawings, in which—

Figurelisasection of a sound-record tablet
construeted in accordance with myinvention:
and Fig. 2 is a side elevation of a reproducing
apparatus, showing such sound-record tablet
in operative relation therewith, the tablet be-
ing partly in section in the fullallne position.

Throughoutthe drawingslike reference-fig-
ures mdleate like parts.

The sound-record tablef 1, which is prefer-

q

‘ble, as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 2.

“FKig. 2.
to the edges of the opening, however, they do

ably of the flat disk'-shaped form, has the

sound-record grooves 2 sunk in one face and

the central recess 3 for centering the tablet
upon the revolving table 4 of the reproducing
or talking machine 5 shown in Fig. 2.

In-
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stead of having such recess 3 extend through B

the tablet 1,s0 as to form a perforation therein,
as 1s usually the case, I leave a thin film or

web 6 of the material of which the tablet is

formed extending acrosstherecess 3, as shown
in Fig. 1. Prefembly this web 18 in line with

the upper surface of the record-tablet and is
formedinthe sameoperation by which the tab-
let is stamped out originally between proper

dies.. The reproducing apparatus preferably
has a pointed pin 7 projecting upward from
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the center of table 4, which engages the re- -

cess 3 and pierces and fractures the film or

~web 6 when the record-tablet is forced down
to a bearing on the rotatable table 4, as must
“be done before a reproduction of the record
‘can take place.

The method of operating my invention is
as follows: The record-tablet is stamped out
in the form shownin Fig. 1.

forced down to a bearing on the rotatable ta-
the time the tablet has reached a bearing on

the table the fragments of the film are usually
broken eompletely off, leaving the usual cen-

tral perforeblen throun‘h the tablet, as shown

in full lines in the eroee—eectlonal portlon of
If small portions of the film adhere

not interfere with the operation and will be
completely broken off in successive reproduc-
tions. It is evident, of course, that the film
6 being so fractured before any reproduction
1s possible cannot be so replaced as to avoid
detection, and the seal is therefore Impossi-
ble to counterfeit when my invention is used
In its entirety. The advantagesof my inven-
tion comprise this 1mp0851b111ty of counter-
feiting,theimprobability of the removal of the
seal from natural causes other than the nor-
mal use of the record, and the cheapness of
1ts application to the reco1d-ta,b1et |

| When put upon
‘thereproducin fr-machme, the pin 7 perforates
| the film or web 6 as the record-tablet is being

By |
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It is evident, of course, that my mventlon“

might be a.pphed to other forms of sound-rec-
ord tablet than the one shown, that the form
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of the reproducing-machine might: be corre-
spondingly altered, and that the location of

the film or web 6 mwht be varied so long as

there was a member of the reproducing-ma-

chine adapted to perforate the web on the

first reproduction of the record. -

Having, therefore, described n y inv entmn
what I claim as new, and desire to protect by
Letters Patent, is—

1. A sound- record tablet ha,vmn' a eentlal
recess for centering the record on he repro-
ducing apparatus, with a thin film of the ma-
terial of which the tablet is formed extending

- across sald recess.
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2. A sound-record tablet hd.VlIlﬂ' a central =
recess in its under surface for centering the |
‘record on the reproducing apparatus, with a
thin film of the material of which the tablet |

is formed extending across said recess in line
with the upper sur face of the tablet.
3. A sound-record tablet having a contral

701,820 -

| recess for centering the record on the repro-
ducing apparatus, with a thin film of the ma-
terial of which the tablet is formed extend-
ing across said recess, combined with a repro-
ducing-machine having a rotating table and
an upwardly-projecting pointed center pin
adapted to enter said recess and pierce said

film.
4. A sound-record tablet having a recess

| formed in it across which recess extendsa thin
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film of the material of which the tablet is

| formed, combined with a reproducing - ma-

chinehaving arigid projecting memberadapt-

ed to enter said recess and pierce said film
prior to the operation of reproduction.
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Signed at New York city, New York, this

26th day of March, 1902.
- LOUIS P. VALIQUET
Wltnesses
| W. H. I‘UMPHREY
L. E. PEARSON.
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