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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

OWEN P. CALLAHAN, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

CLOTHES-RACK.

- SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 701 ,789, dated June 3,'1902. ’
App‘e.lieetion'ﬁled August 9, 1901, Serial No. 71,503, (No model.)

To all whonv it incey concern;:
Be it known that I, OWEN P. CALLAE

AN, 4,

‘citizen of the United States, residing at New |

York, in the county of New York and State

of New York, have invented new and useful

Imprevemeute in Clothes-Racks, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to clothes-racks, the |

object in view being to provide an improved
adjustable sliding and folding clothes rack

or drier in which a plurality of arms are em-
ployed and so arranged thatanyone or more

of the arms may be adjusted to their opera-
tive or inoperative positions 11respeet1ve of
the remaining arms. ~
The parts of the rack are also combined in
such manner and associated with a runner or
slide that all of the arms may be simultane-

ously raised or lowered to any desired posi-

tion and held.

The principal obJeet of the present inven-
tion is to simplify and improve the construec-
tion of the rack or drier, so as to'economize

in the cost of manufaeture and enable the
several parts of the rack to be assembled ac-

curately and expeditiously.

With the above and other objects in view,
the nature of which will appear more fully as
the description proceeds, the invention con-
sists in the novel construction, combination,

~ and arrangement of parts here1nafte1 ful]y
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described, 111ustra.ted and claimed.

In the &ecompanying drawings, Figure 11s
a front elevation of a clothes rack or drier
complete and eonstructedin accordance with.
the presentinvention. Fig. 2 is a plan view
of the same. TFig. 3 is an enlarcred horizon-
tal section showing the head—braeket in plan.
Fig. 4 18 also a horizontal section showing a
reverse plan view of the foot-bracket. Fig.
5 is an enlarged detail elevation showing the
connection between one of the arms and
Fig. 6 is a similar view showing a
slight modiﬁeation.' Fig.71is a fragmentary

elevation of theinner end of one of the braces.:

Fig. 8 is a view similar to Fig. 3. with the up-
per sectlon of the head- bracket, removed.

~ Fig. 9 is a reverse plan view of the upper sec-

50

tlon of the head-bracket. Fig. 10 is an en-

larged detail vertical eectlon showing the

manner of securing the sections of the head-
bracket to the slide or runner,

*

Like numerals of reference designate like

parts in all the figures of the. dra,wmﬂ's
Referring to the drawings, 1deewnates the

base of the rack which preferably eonmsts of

an upright boerd the opposite side edges of

“which are provided with grooves or ways 2,

which receive the inbent extremities 3 of the
side arms 4 of head and foot brackets 5 and
6, respectively, the said brackets being rigidly
connected with and mounted upon a “slide or
runner 7. ' 'The runner7 consists, preferably,
of a short length of board, to the the opposite
ends of whwh the head and foot brackets 5
and 6 are secured by means of screws or other

fasteners 8 and 17,

The head-bracket is composed of sections

9 and 10, each of which is semicircular in
shape, as shown best in Figs. 3, 8, and 9.
The sections 9 and 10 are of the same-dimen-
sions throughout and are provided in their
perlphery with registeringnotches1l,adapted
to receive the inner ende of a series of drier-
arms 12, 'said arms being provided at their

‘inner ends with openings through which
‘passes a fulerum-wire 13, which 1s “seated in
‘an arcuate groove 14, formed in the inner

meeting face of the upper section of the head-
bracket 5, as shown in Fig, 10. The wire 13
Is placed in the. groove 14 before the head-
sections 9 and 10 are clamped together, so
that when said sections are clamped the ful-
crum-wire is securely held in position and

sorves as a common fulerum for all of the

arms 12. The upper section 9 is provided
with vertically -extending clamping-fingers
15, while the remaining section is provided
with recesses 16 to receive the fingers.15, as
clearly illustrated in Figs. 9 and 10. The
fingers, which are fmmed integral with the
upper section, pass into the recesses 16 of the
opposing eeetlon and are provided in their
oxtended end portions with openings for the
reception of clamping-screws 17, which are

‘inserted through the fingers 15 into the body
of the slide or runner 7

The screws 17
therefore serve not only to hold the two sec-
tions of the head-bracket together and con-
fine the fulerum-wire, but also ser ve to hold
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the head- braeket as a whole securely upon

the slide 7.

‘The foot- bleeket. 6 is also of semicircular

form, but somewhat smaller than the head-
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bracket, and is provided with a correspond- |

ing number of slots or openings 18, adapted
to receive hooks 19, earried by the lowe1 eX-
tremities of a series of braces 20, which serve
as supports for the arms 12. The upper or in-

ner ends of the braces 20 are connected with |

the arms 12 by means of pivotal links 21, each
having one end pivotally connected to an arm
12 and the opposite end pivotally connected
to the inner or upper end of oneof the braces,
as shown in Figs. 5and 6. Thelink 21, while

permitting the brace 20 to be moved out of

engagement with the arm 12, serves when
the arms are uplifted to hold or lock the
bracein engagement with the arm, this being
due to the faet that the pivotal connection
between the link and brace is above the line
passing through the pivotal connection of the
link with the arm and the pivotal connection
which exists between the brace and the foot-
bracket. Thelink 21 may be connected with
the brace and arm by means of separate piv-
ots 22. IKach brace 20 is further provided
at 1ts inner end with a stay-pin 24, which is
received in a corresponding socket 25 in the
under side of the arm 12, said pin serving to
prevent any looseness or wabbling between
the brace and arm.

In order to prevent accidental disengage-
ment of the hooks 19 with the slots or open-
ings 18 in the foot-bracket, said bracket
is provided upon its under side with a series
of depending knobs or projections 25, which
form stops for limiting the upward movement
of the hooks by reason of the ends of the
braces coming in contact with said knobs.
The runner, together with the arms and other
connections carried thereby, is bodily raised
and lowered by means of a cord or rope 26,
one end of which 1s connected to the top
of the runner, said cord or rope passing over
a pulley 27 in a pulley-block pivotally mount-
ed at 28 adjacent to the top of the base-boar
1, the rope or cord extending from thence
downward, where it is adapted to be fastened
to a suitable cleat 29 within reach of the op-
erator. The pulley- block 27 is pivotally
mounted,sothatit mayswing and adjust itself
to the tension of the cord or rope 26 and so
thatesaid cord or rope may be reeved in either
direction over the pulley and down at one side
or the other of the slide. -

In order to adjust the arms to their oper-
ative positions, the outer free end of each arm
is elevated and at the same time the inner end
of the brace 20 is pushed upward until the
stay-pin enters its socket in the arm. This

~carries the link 21 to the position illustrated

6>

in Ifigs. 5 and 6, and the brace 20 is thereby
locked with respect to thearm 12, thus avoid-
ing danger of the arm collapsing under the
weight of the clothes placed thereon. In or-

der to lower the arm 12, said arm is slightly
elevated, so as to disengage the pin 24. This
allowsthe brace 20 todrop,and thearm 12 may
then be lowered to a pendent position.

!
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Iig. 6 shows a modified form of link 21%,
which may consist of a rod or piece of wire
bentinwardly at each end, as shownat 23, and
inserted in openings provided therefor in
brace 20 and arm 12.

The rack or drier is simple in construction,
may be compactly folded when not in use, and
may be raised and lowered to any desired ele-
vation. Iurther, any oneor more of the arms
may beadjusted independently of theremain-
ing arms, and when thearms are elevated they
are locked, thus avoiding danger of collapse.

The rack or drier may be made in several
sizes, according to requirements, and is sus-
ceptible of other changes in the form, propor-
tion, and the minor detaﬂs of construction,
whleh may accordingly be resorted to without
departing from the principle orsacrificing any
of the advantages of this invention. |

Having thus described the invention, what
18 claimed, and desired to be secured by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. In a clothes rack or drier, the combina-
tion with a base and a runner mounted to
move vertically thereon; of means for raising

and lowering the runner, a head - bracket

mounted on said runner, a series of pivoted
arms connected to said bracket, braces for
supporting said arms, said bracket compris-
ing abutting semicircular sections having
notches to receive the inner ends of the piv-
oted arms, one of said head-bracket sections
being provided with clamp-fingers and the
other section provided with recesses to re-
ceive sald fingers, and clamping means for
holding the head-bracket sections together
and securing the same to the runner.

2. In a clothes rack or drier, the combina-
| tion with a baseand arunner mounted to slide

vertically thereon; of head and foot brackets
mounted on said runner, arms pivotally con-
nected to the head-bracket, braces for said
arms having terminal hooks engaging open-
ingsin the foot-bracket, and stop projections

i on the under side of the foot-bracket for pre-
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venting disengagement between the braces |

and foot- bracket.

3. In a clothes rack or drier, the combina-
tion with a base and arunner mounted toslide
vertically thereon; of a bracket mounted on
sald runner a series of arms pivoted to said
bracketand provided intheir undersides with
sockets, a series of braces having pivotal con-
nection with the runner and provided with
stay-pins adapted to enter the sockets in the
arms, and pivotal links interposed between
sald arms and the upper ends of the braces
adjacent to the stay-pins, substantially as de-
scribed.

In testimmony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

OWEN P. CALLAHAN.

Witnesses:
CARRIE JISAACS
JOS. ISAACS.
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