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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I; GEORGE ALVIN ANK
a’ citizen of the Umted States, residing at
Mount Carroll, in the county_of Carroll and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Folding Tables,
Shelves, or Desks; and I do declare the fol-
lowing to be a full; clear, and exact desecrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it-appertains
to make and use the same, reference being
had totheaccompanying drawings, and tothe
figures of reference marked thereon, which
form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to a folding table,
desk, or shelf; and it has for.its object to pro-
vide improved means for-holding or locking
the shelf in its'horizontal position, the pur-
pose of the improvement being to simplify

the construction and operation of the locking |

means and to cheapen the eost of making the
table.

"To the accomphshment of the fmeﬂ*omw

and such other objects as may heremafter ap- -

pear, the invention consists in the construc-

tion and in the combination of parts herein-

after particularly described and then sought
to be specifically defined by the claim, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part hereof, and in which—

Figure 1 1s a perspective of a table, desk,

or shelf embodying my invention and show-

ing the shelf in its horizontal position. Fig.
2 is a perspective of thelatch detached from
the shelf.

the lateh in full lines in position and in dot-
ted lines the position it assumes in putting
it in place or removing it therefrom. KFig. 4
1s a vertical section through the parts as
shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 5 is a vertical section
showing the leaf folded, and Kig. 6 is a per-
spective of portions looking from the rear
and showing the loekmn'-lateh in engagement
with 1ts cateh.

In the drawings the numer al 1 designates
two uprights of suitable material adapted to
be secured by suitable means to the wall or

‘other support and which are connected to-

gether at their upper ends by a cross-piece 2
and at a lower point by a cross-piece 3, re-

cessed into the standards and held by bolts

' the lateh.

Fig. 3 is a longitudinal section
through the latch-block or casing, showing:

4, which pass through slots 5 in the cross-
piece, said slots affording a ready means for
attaching the table to a. back support under
various adjustments. These. uprights are
each formed with the slots 6, preferably on
their inner faces, adapted to receive a pintle
of the leaf or shelf 7, so as to slide therein to

permit the leaf or table to be folded, as illus-
trated in Fig. 5.

and to these irons may be pivotally connected
one end of the brace-rods 9, the other end of
which may be pivotally conneeted to the
lower part of the uprights 1. -

My improved cateh consists of a block or
casting 10, which is provided at one end with
a pintle 11, adapted to fit in the slot 6 of the
upright standard 1, and the block is secured

to.the vertical flange of the angle-iron 8 by

means of screws or bolts. The block 10 is

formed with a socket 12 to receive the latch
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This leaf or table is pro-
vided on its under side with angle-irons §,
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13, which is formed with a shoulder 14, adapt-

ed to abut against the inner end of the socket

12, so as to limit the forward movement of
The latch is formed with a rear-
wardly - extending stem 15, which passes
through an opening or slof, 16 formed in the
lug 17 at the rear of the block or casting 10,

and a spring 18, coiled around the stem 15,

normally holds the latch projected forward.

One side of the socket 12—that is, the side
which fits next to the flange of the anwle-lron

8—is open, so as to permit the latech 1:0 be in-

serted in the socket from the side thereof, and
‘the opening crslot16in the lug 171is elongated
transversely or left open, so as to permit a
lateral or swinging motion of the lateh in 1ts
insertion and withdrawal from position after

insertion of the stem in the opening or slot
16. The forward end of the latch is adapted
to engage with a cateh 19, which projects from
one side of a plate 20, which will be secured

by bolts or screws to the inside of the upright

standard. The upper and forward face of

this cateh is beveled orinclined, as shown, so

that as the leaf 18 lowered the beveled end of
the lateh will contaet with the beveled face
of the catech and be forced rearward by rea-
son of its engagement therewith until the leaf
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is lowered sufficiently to bring the latch be- -

low the catch, when the cml-s,prmg will pro-
ject the catch forward and cause it to lock
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with the lower edge of the catch, and thus
hold the leaf in its horizontal position. This
construction enables the parts of the cateh
to be cheaply made and easily applied. The
open side of the slot facing next to the flange
of the angle-iron will be closed by the angle-
iron, so that the latch cannot move sidewise
in its operation. The stem of the latch may
be extended practically forward to the front
edge of the tableorleaf, so thatit ean be oper-
ated by hand, or, as there will be provided two
of these latches, one for each side of the leaf
and both adapted to operate in the same way,
their forward ends may be connected together
by a cord, chain, or wire 21, so that by pulling
on the same both latches will be withdrawn
at the same time. The operation of the leaf
1§ similar to that described in my United
States Patent No. 593,828, dated November
16, 1897, the construction of the parts, how-
ever, being different. I also provide at the
top of the table a cabinet 22, which will be

provided at one or both ends with drawers 23

for spices, and within the cabinet will be

formed any desired number of bins 24, which
will have tapering bottoms provided with-

valve-controlled delivery-spouts 25, one for
each bin, and soformed as to be best adapted
for the particular material contained in the
bin; and the bin designed for flour may have
a sifter in its bottom or discharge-spout,
which, however, it is not necessary to illus-
tratein detail,asanyapproved pattern may be
used.

vide a hinged shelf 26, which may be sup-
ported in its horizontal position by any ap-
When this |

propriate form of catches 27.

In front of the cabinet 22 T also pro-
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shelf 1s not in use, it isdropped into the posi-
tion shown in Fig. 5 of the drawings, and
when the leaf 7 i1s dropped the shelf 26 and
leat 7 will conceal the working parts,which lie
back thereof.

The parts hereinbefore described can be
made of any pattern desired and as orna-
mental as taste may dictate.

I have described in detail the preferred de-
tail of construction and arrangement of the
several parts; but it is obvious that changes
can be made therein without departing from
the essential features of the invention.

Having described my invention and set
forth its merits, what I claim is—

The combination with the cabinet formed
with bins and discharge-spouts, of the stand-
ards or supports for the same, the folding
leaf having its rear pivotally and slidably
connected to said standards or supports so as
to move up toward the cabinet-bins in fold-
ing the leaf, said leaf when lowered being
adapted to support utensils beneath the dis-

charge-spouts of the bins, a hinged shelf in

front of the cabinet and adapted when
dropped to cover the space between the rear
edge of the folded leaf and the discharge-
spouts to the bins, and means for sustaining
the leaf in its horizontal position, substan-
tially as and for the purposes deseribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

GEORGE ALVIN ANK.

Witnesses: |
WM. L.. PUTERBAUGH,
J. W. MILLER.
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