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To all whom it ma J COTLCCTTL:

Be it known that I, MICHAEL IﬂRSHNER a
citizen of the Umted States of America, and.
a resident of Lynchburg; in-the c_ounty of
Campbell and State of Virginia, have invent-

ed certain new and useful Improvements in

-Bale-Covermﬂ's of whleh the followmﬂ' 19 a_

specification.

T'his invention relates to an- 1mprovement-

in bale-coverings more particularly adapted

for balmﬂ'cotton, and is of the class known as

‘““metallic” coverings that are intended to
make the bale ﬁreproof and unhkely to be
damaged by water.

It is my objeet to provide a s1mple, cheap,

"and durable covering of this character that

can be placed and fastened on the cotton or
other material as the bale is being formed.
With this object in view my 1nvent10n con-
sists of the bale-covering of the peculiar con-
struetion and amanﬂ'ement of parts, as here-
inafter deserlbed,and then definitely claimed.
In the accompanying drawings, which rep-

‘resent what I consider the preferable (though
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‘better show its hooked flanges.

not necessary) embodiment of my invention,
Figure1isa perspective view of my 1mpr0ved

bale -covering with part broken away to bet-
- Fig. 2 is.

ter illustrate the fastening means.
a cross-section of the same. Fig. 3 is a per-
spective view of one of the pans or sections
of the bale-covering slightly spread open to
Fig. 41s a
perspective view of the fastening-strip, and
Fig. 5 is a sectional detail of the lock.
Referrmﬂ' now to the details of the said

- drawings bV numerals, 1 indicates the top of
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my ba,le -covering, and 2 the bottom thereof,
~each of which is preferably similar in con-

struction, and a description of one therefore

answers for both. Each of these sections of
the bale-covering is made in the form of a

~ ““pan”—that is, With a large rectangular top
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portion and narrow side portlons 3 3 and end
portions 4 4, the side and end parts 3 and 4
projecting from said rectangular top substan-

tially at right angles thereto. Each of these

‘side and end portmns 33 and 4 4 is prefer-

ably provided with a hooked flange 5, which

forms part of the means by Whlch the two |

pans or sections are secured together to form
the-bale - covering.

pans or sections toget’her, I employ a fas-

‘tening-strip, such-as that shown in Fig. 4,
which consists of a strip of sheet metal 7
' formed with hooked flanges 8, which are ar-
ranged to coact with the hooked flanges 5 and
| Iock the pans together.

This, fastemn ﬂ'-strlp
s, by preference, made of one piece and in
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add1t1011 to having the hooked flanges 8 also

has a slot 9 at one end and a fastemnﬂ'-tonn'ue
10 at the opposite end, which tonﬂ'ue is ar-
ranged to be passed through the slot and be
clenched down over the opposite end of the

strip, and thereby lock the ends together.

In order to give a better idea of the use of
my bale-covering, I will- briefly deseribe its
mode- of attachment. One of the. pans or

| sections is placed at the bottom of the *“ crib ”
of a suitable press, (not shown,) the cotton or

other material to be pmssed being packed
into said crib. A similar pan or upper seec-
tion is then placed on top of the cotton and
the latter compressed.between said pans by
causing them to approach each other. - When
the cotton is compressed to the desired ex-
tent, the fastening-strip 7 is bent around the
two pans or sections and held in engagement,
therewith by any desired means, and the

tongue 10 on one end is passed through the
‘slot 9 in the other end and is bent down se-

curely locking the ends together.” The oper-
ating mechanlsm of the press may now be
putin motion to allow the material to slightly
expand, which causes the pans or sections
to separate until the hooked flanges on the

‘pans engage with the hooked flanges on the

fastenmmstmp, when the pans can expand
no farther and will therefore be secur ely
held together by the fastening-strip. --

I am very well aware that metal bale- eov-

erings have heretofore been patented and
._tha,t coverings are old which consist of a top
and bottom - of sheet metal which are con-

nected together by sides that are hooked over
said top and bottom. I am also aware that

it has been proposed to connect two pans to-
gether by means of sheet-metal connecting-
lmks, but regard my invention as essentmllv
different from any of these. |
It will be manifest that my improved bale-
covering 1s very well adapted for commercial
In order to lock these | use, as it enables me to provide a fireproof
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covering which is tied in the act of baling

‘and one which can be exposed to the weather

without entailing any damaging results.

It is obvious that changes may be made
without departing from the spirit of my in-
vention, and I intend the following claims to
cover such changes and modifications as nat-
urally suggest themselves.

What I claim as new 1s—

1. A bale-covering, comprising a top and a
bottom each having locking-flanges on all of
its edges, and a substantially continuous
strip having flanges coacting with the lock-
ing-flanges on the top and the bottom ‘and
locking or fastening them together, substan-
tially as described.

2. A bale-covering comprising a top and a
bottom having locking-flanges thereon, and
a strip having flanges coacting with the
flanges on the top and bottom and locking or
fastening them together, and provided with
means for locking or fastening its cends to-
gether, substantially as described.
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3. A bale-covering, comprising a top and a
bottom made into pan shape with locking-
flanges thereon, and a substantially contin-
uous strip surrounding the bale and having
flanges thereon coacting with the locking-
flanges on the top and bottom and thereby
locking the latter together, substantially as
described.

4. A bale-covering comprising a top and a
bottom made into pan shape with flanges
thereon, and a strip surrounding the bale
and having flanges thereon coacting with the
hooks on the top
locking the latter together, and provided with
a tongue and coacting means for loeking its
ends together, substantially as described.

Sin'ned by me at Lynchburg, Vil‘rrinia, this

day of August, 1901.

MICITAEL KIRSIINER.

Witnesses:
R. IL. GLASS, Jr.,
M. K. DUERSON.
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