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L0 all whom it may conceri: |
Be it known that I, THOMAS ALLEN WIL-

KINSON, a citizen of the United States, resid-

ing at Cincinnati, in the county of IIa,mllton
and State of Oth have invented certain new
and useful Impwvements in Telescoping Va-

~ lises, of which the following is a speclﬁcamon
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My invention relates to a device for lock- |

ing and unlocking a telese()plc valise.

One of the ob;]eets of my invention is to
provide a device which will lock at any point
of the telescopie action of the valise-sections.

Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide instrumentalities rendering such locking
automatic when the seetlons are str cuned

~apart.

Another object of my invention is to pro- |

- vide a simple mechanism for throwing into

20

or out of use the automatic locking feature.
Another object of my invention is to pro-
vide a device in which the respective metal-

lie instrumentalities used tohold the locking-

sockets and locking-bolts shall themqelv es
interlock in a manner admitting of the tele-
scopie action of said
unison the ends of the telescope, preventmﬂ'

- them from working one on the other, and
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hence avoiding any smam on the locking in-
strumentahnes themselves due to ﬂemblhty

of the ends of the valise. | |
The features of myinvention are more fully

set forth in the deseription of-the accompa-
nying drawings, formmw a part of this speci-
fication, in whlch—— -
I‘1gure 1 18 a perspective view of my im-
proved telescopic valise. Fig. 2 is a top plan
view of the lower valise-section.
sectlonal elevation of one end of the bOp and
bottom valise-sections in locking position.
Fig. 4 is a section on line x z, Fig. 3, of the
npper valise-section.

held out of enﬂ'aoement

1 2 represent; the top and bottom secmous of
a telescoping valise.

3 represents a head attached to each end
of the top section of the valise in the middle
thereof and extending vertically. 4 repre-

sents a pair of dwewmﬂ' springs connected |

pleces, thus holding in

Fig. 3is a

Fig. 5 is-a sectlonal.-
elevation illustrating the loekmn' meehamsm{

1
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to'a cross-bar5in sald head- 3, the said c.plmn*s
having at their free ends hooks 6, protruding
through holes 7 in the opposite sides of said
head 3 at the lower end thereof. -8 repre-
sents a collar around said springs 4, having
a knob 9 projected through a vertmal slot 10
in the end of the tele.scope When this col-
lar 8 1s moved toward the upper end of slot
10, so that the collar is moved toward the
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pomt of attachment of springs 4, the free

hook or lock ends of the springs aré expand-
ed outward through holes 7 ready for locking
operation, the lower faces of the hooks 6 hav-
Ing inclined faces 11 to ride freely over the
loekmn‘-detent holes in the socket when the
sections are pushed together.

12 represents a socket attached to each end |

of the under section 2 of the valise and reg-
istering with the head 3. 13 represents lock-
ing-or 1ﬁees in the opposite sides of said socket,

adapted to be engaged by the locking: hooks',

6. The head and socket aro telescopmﬂ' and
dovetailed, so as tointerlock. Theheadand
socket are vertical metallic pieces, forming
male and female parts and having the cross-
section shown inplan and eross-section views,

Kigs. 2and 4, respectively. - The bprmfﬂ'-locks
]mused in the head or ‘male element engag-
ing into the detents of the socket or female

member form a lock against strains applied

in the plane of their Lelesmple action, while
the dovetail formation of the head and socket

| forms a lock againstall strains applied trans-

versely to the plane of the telescopie action.

When the sections are placed together and

theheadsentered, respectively, mto the sock-
ets of the under SthIOH the ends of the top
and bottom sections. are held together as a
single piece, and the respective ends of the
teleﬂacope are prevented from working one on

the other or having independent flexation.
This construction is SImple automaticin lock-
ing, and the locking strength greater than

the strains to which the vahse 18" evet sub-
Jected in practice. -

14 and 15 represent the ad,] acent ends of the
top and bottom, respectively, and it is obvi-
ons that the 1nterloek1nﬁ' head and socket
hold these ends together mdependent of the
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locking hooksand detents. Al lateral stress |
is taken up by this interlocking engagement

of head and socket, and all vertical stress is
taken up by the locking hooks and detents.

"The ends 14 and 15 when the head and socket

are telescopically interlocked act asa single
end, so that no amount of packing or lateral
stress will. prevent proper locking of the
hooks in.the detents, for this interlocking of
the head and socket holds both the ends and
the hooks and detent in proper relative ar-
rangement and position. The head 5 also
forms a housing for the locking springs and

- hooks, so that there is nothing exposed exte-
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‘person carrying the valise.

riorly or interiorly likely to cateh or tear the

contents of the valise or the clothes of the
. The head and
socket have upon each side the inner and
outer lips, respectively, 16 171819, by means
of which the head and socket are secured to
the intermediate edges 2 of the end sections

of the telescope.

- It will be seen that as the head and socket
are attached to the corresponding faces of
the ends of the telescope and extend in the
same direction they form no obstruction be-
tween the opposing faces of the ends of the
telescope, ‘but, on the contrary, serve to pin
and hold them close together along the entire
plane of telescopic action. It is also evi-
dent that the end section of the telescope
containing the female socket should be siot-
ted or recessed to allow the insertion of: the
head, which is extended directly in the di-
rection of the recesses of the socket. 'The
result is a close union of parts without any
lost-motion or undue wear, the lock serving

- to strengthen the valise in every direction.
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vy hile the preferred form is as shown, with
the head and socket attached to the inner
faces of the end sections, so as tobe contained
interior of the valise, out of danger of break-
age and injury ‘in transportation, I do not
necessarily limit myself to this particular
form, exeept inso far as the same isexpressly
claimed. | ,. -

Having described my invention, I claim—

1. A lock attached to the ends of the sec-
tions of a telescope-valise and inwardly pro-
jected therefrom, consisting of a head and
socket formed to telescope and to interlock

- agalnstlateralstress,detentsinthe socket,and
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locking means housed in said head adapted

to be engaged into said detents, substantially
as specified. |

2. A lock attached to the ends of the sec-
tions of a telescope-valiseinwardly projected
therefrom, consisting of a telescoping head

and socket formed to interlock transversely

to the plane of telescopic action, detents in
the socket, locking means housed in the head
adapted to be engaged into said detents to
interlock the sections in the plane of tele-
scopie action, and means for releasing said
locking means from the detents, substantially
as specified.

3. A lock attached to the ends of the sec-

701,440

tions of a telescope-valise inwardly projected

therefrom, consisting of a dovetailed tele-
scoping head and socket,detentsin the socket,
and locking means housed in the head adapt-
ed to be engaged into said detents, substan-
ially .as specified. o

4. A lock attached to the ends of the sec-

‘tions of a telescope-valise, consisting of a

socket attached to the under section, & head
attached to the top section, the said head tele-
scoping within the socket, the said head and
socket being formed to interlock transversely
to the plane of telescopic action, detents in
the socket, locking means housed within the
head having hook ends adapted to be en-
ocaged into said detents, and means for ex-
panding and contracting said hook ends, sub-
stantially as specified. |

5. A lock attached to the ends of the sec-
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tions of a telescope-valise consisting in a

socket attached to the under section, a head
attached to the top section, the said head and
socket being formed to telescope in the plane
of telescopic action of the sections, and to 1n-
terlock transversely thereto, detents in said
socket, spring-locking devices housed within
the head, the ends of which are adapted to
be engaged into the said detents, a collar
within said head embracing said spring-lock-
ing devices having a knob projected through
a slot formed in the end of said top section,
whereby the said springs are contracted and
released from or into loecking position, sub-
stantially as specified.

6. A lock for a telescope-valise, consisting
of a socket attached to the end of the under
section.upon the interior face, detents in said
socket, a head attached to the interior face
of the upper section adapted to telescope

within said socket and interlocking therewith

transversely to the plane of telescopic action,
locking means within said head adapted to
be engaged into said detents, and means for
releasing the same, substantially as specified.

7. In a telescoping valise, housing-heads
attached to the ends of the top telescoping
section,diverging springshavinghooked ends
projected through orifices in the opposite
sides of said heads, sockets attached to the
ends of the bottom telescoping sections hav-
ing a series of detents on its opposite sides
adapted to be engaged by said hook ends, the
said hookshaving inclined under faces adapt-
ed to automatically slide by the detents with-
out engagement when the sections are pressed
together, said heads and sockets being formed
to telescope and interlock against lateral
stress, and means for controlling the locking
position of said hook ends, substantially as
specified.

8. In a telescoping valise, housing-heads
attached to the ends of the top telescoping
section, diverging springs having their con-

verging ends secured within said housing-

heads, a collar in each head encompassing
said springs, each collar having a knob pro-
jected through a slot in the end of the top
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~ section exteriorly exposed, the springs hav-

ing hooked ends projected through orifices in
opposite sides of said housing when the collar

18 moved in one direction, and compressed

within the housing when the collar is moved

- In the opposite direction, receiving-sockets

attached to the ends of the bottom telescop-

.1ng section having detents in the opposite

IO
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sides adapted to be engaged by the hook ends
of the springs when protruded through said
heads, the heads and sockets being formed to
telescope and interlock against lateral stress,
and the hook ends being formed to interlock

~with the detents automatically when the va-
lise-sections are strained apart, substantially

as specified. |

9. In a lock for a telescope-valise, a head
inwardly projected from the end of the upper
section, a locking member housed therein, the
corresponding end of the under section being
slotted in the plane of telescopic action, a

socke$ inwardly projected from the edges of
said slot and provided with detents to receive

the locking member of the head, the said head
ana socket being formed to interloclk trans-

[

‘versely to the plane of telescopie action, sub-
stantially as specified. | | |

- 10. Alock for a telescope-valise consisting
of a head attached to the end of one section,
the end of the opposing section being slotted, 30
a socket projected from the edges of said slot

in the direction of projection of the head, said
head being formed to telescope and to inter-
lock in said socket and slot, and means for
locking said head and socket together, sub- 35
stantially as specified.

11. A head and socket attached to the cor-
responding faces of the ends of a telescope-
valise, and extended therefrom in the same
direction, said head and socket being formed 4o
to telescope and to interlock laterally, and
means adapted to interlock said head and
socket at any point in the plane of telescopic
action, substantially as specified. |
- In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 45

in y hand. -
THOMAS ALLEN WILKINSON.
Witnesses: . |

OLIVER B. IKAISER,
ANNA MEAGHER.
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