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To all whom & maiy COnCeriv:

Leit known that I, FRED E. GULLICKSON,a
citizen of the United States, residing at Cash-
ton,1n the county of Monroe and State of Wis-
consin, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Devices for Stripping To-

bacco from Laths; and I do hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
sceription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same.

In harvesting and euring tobacco it is ens-
tomary to string the plants apon a lath or
strip which is passed through the plants close
to the roots. After the tobacco is cured or
reaches a stage in the curing
| lath or strip consid-
erable difficulty and labor are experienced in
the operation of removing the tobacco from
the lath or strip. o

‘This invention has for its puarpose the pro-
vision of a device to facilitate the removal of
the tobacco from the strip or lath and to mini-
mize the labor and time required for the work
aforesaid. T |

For a full description of the invention and
the merits thereof and also to acquire a knowl-
edge of the detailsof construction of the means

for effecting the result, reference is to be.
o had tothe following description and drawings

hereto attached. -
While the essential and characteristic fea-
tures of the invention are susceptible of modi-

fication, still the preferred embodimentof the

invention is illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which— | o
Ifigure 1 is a perspective view of a device
to facilitate the removal of tobacco-plants
from the strip or lath constructed in aceord-
ance with and embodying the vital featnres
of the invention. Fig. 2 is a top plan view
thereof,showing the operation by dotted lines.
Fig. 3 is a transverse section, the dotted lines

showing the apron and the support therefor

reversed.

Corresponding and like parts are referred

Lo In the following deseription and indieated
in all the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters.

The stand is approximately of trestle form
and comprises spaced beams 1, legs 2, and lon-
gitudinal and transverse connecting-bars 3

“a noteh 6.

process requir-

b and 4. A standard 5 is located near one end

of the stand and is attached to the spaced
beams 1 and is provided in its upper end with
A standard 7is located at the OpP-
posite end of the stand and is attached to the
other end portions of the beams 1 and is pro-
vided in its upper end with an open slot 8 of
a 8ize to snugly receive the lath or strip 9,
upon which the tobacco-plants 10 are strung

-or mounted. A circular boss 11 projects lat-

erally from the inner side of the standard 7
and is centrally apertured to receive a journal
of the roller 12, the journal at the opposite
end of the roller entering the noteh 6 of the
standard 3.
and in vertical line therewith. The part 5
will be designated hereinafter as the ¢ tail-

standard ” and the part 7 as the ‘“head-stand-

ard,” and these standards serve to conneect
corresponding end portions of the spaced
beams 1, to which they are firmly and rigidly
attached. - .
~ Bars 13 project laterally from the top side
of the stand and are removably and reversely
connected thereto, their inner end portions
being fitted into clips 14, attached to
side of the beams 1. Shoulders 15 are formed
near the inner ends of the bars 13 to engage
with one of the beams 1 and limit the inward
movement of the bars 18 when placed in po-
sition.
14 and are adapted to be reversed, as shown
by the dotted lines in Fig. 3, thereby adapt-
Ing the device either for right-hand or left-
hand use. The bars13 form supports for the
apron 16, upon which the tobaceo-plants rest
when the lath or strip 9 is placed in position
preliminary to stripping the tobacco there-
from, the tobacco-plants collecting in a bunch
at one end of the apron as they are removed
from the strip when the latter is drawn
through the slot 8 of the head-standard 7 , this
being clear from the illustration in IFig, 2.
The roller 12 may be of any material, wood
being found best adapted for the purpose,
and is provided with terminal journals to ob-

tain bearing in the head and tail standards.

LThe apron 16 is attached to the roller 12 in
any convenlent and substantial way and may
be of any flexible material, textile fabrie, such

the top

~The bars 13 are slipped into the clips
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as duck or canvas, being found most suit- .

able for the purpose. The apron is stiffened
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and braced at intervals by means of slats 17,
which are secured to opposite sides of the
apron, the latter being clamped between cor-
responding slats. These slats 17 rest upon
the supporting-bars 13 and hold the apron 16
straight. Straps or billets 18 are attached to
the outer end of the apron and are adapted
to be connected to the outer ends of the sup-
porting - bars 13, so as to hold the apron
stretched, any means being employed for con-
nection of the straps 18 to the said bars, and,
as shown, pins 19 are applied to the outer end
portions of the bars 13 and are adapted to
enter one of a series of openings in the straps

“or billets 18. A guard 20 projects above and

below the apron at the end adjacent to the
head-standard and serves to hold the tobacco
upon the apron when stripping it from the
lath 9. | -

The apron may project {rom either side of
the stand, as shown by the full and dotted
lines in Fig. 3, thereby adapting it to the con-
venience of the operator and to the available
space in whieh it may be placed when in use.
When the apron-supporting bars 13 are re-
moved, the device is greatly reduced in width
and the apron 16 may be rolled upon the part
12, thereby economizing space and enabling
the device to be reduced to a compact form.
When the bars 13 are in place and the apron

‘stretched, the device is ready for use, and the

tobacco is stripped from the lath 9 by placing
the latter upon the roller 12, with the tobacco
10 resting upon the apron, the end of the lath
adjacent to the head-standard 7 being fitted
into the slot 8 and the lath or strip 9 drawn

outward through said slot 8, thereby remov-

ing or stripping the tobacco from the lath,
the plants collecting in a bunch upon one end
of the apron, as shown by the dotted lines in
Fig. 2. Itwillthusbeseen thatthe operation
of stripping the tobacco from the lath may be
quickly performed with.a minimum amount
of fatigue, annoyance, and injury to the hands
of the operator.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new 18— -

1. In a device for stripping tobacco from ,

laths, a standard having a slot to receive the
lath, and an apron at one side of the stand-

ard forming asupport for thelath and tobacco, |

1
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said apronp being reversible to admit either
of the right-hand or the left-hand use of the

device, substantially as specified.
2. In a device for stripping tobacco from

laths, a standard having a slot to receive the

55

lath upon which the tobacco-plants are strung,

and a flexible apron at one side of the stand-

ard and reinforced at intervals by slats, and
means for supporting said apron, substan-
tially as set forth.

3. In a device for stripping. tobacco from
laths, a standard having a slot for the recep-
tion of the lath containing the tobacco, an
apron for supporting the lath and tobacco at

one side of the standard and reversible so as
to extend from either side of the stand, and

an apron -support detachably fitted to the
stand and adapted to project from either side
thereof to support the apron in either of its
extreme positions, substantially as set forth.

4. In a device for stripping tobacco from
laths, a standard having a slot to receive the
lath containing the tobacco, an apron for sup-
porting the lath and tobacco, and a guard at
the end of the apron adjacent to the slotted
standard, substantially as set forth.

5. In a device for stripping tobacco from
laths, a standard having a slot toreceive the
lath containing the tobacco, a support project-
od laterally from the stand receiving the slot-
ted standard,an apronof flexible material rest-
ing upon said support, and means for stretch-
ing the apron and connecting it to the outer
end of said support, substantially as specified.

6. In a device for stripping tobacco from
laths, comprising astand, head and tail stand-

ards projected upward from the stand, the-

head-standard having a vertical slot in its up-
per end, a roller journaled between the said
standards, an apron attached atits inner edge
to said roller and reversible so as to project
from eitherside of thestand,and bars support-
ing the apron and adapted to be fitted to the
stand so as to project from either side there-
of, substantially as described. |
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
FRED E. GULLICKSON. |[L.S.]
- Witnesses: | -
J. N. EARLE,
L. W. EARLE.
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