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To all whom it may conceri:

Beitknown thatI, JOHN A. KENNEY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Jen-
nings, in the parish of Calcasieu and State of
Louisiana, have invented newand useful Im-
provementsin Traction-Wheels, of which the
following is a specification. .

Myinvention relates to traction-wheels es-
pecially designed for use on traction-engines;
and its object is Lo provide a traction-wheel
with adjustable shoes capable of being pro-
jected to enter the surface of the ground and
turned down upon the rim of the wheel when
desired. |

The invention comprises a wheel-rim and a
plurality of traction-shoes of novel form in
combination with means for securing the
shoes in their projected and folded positions.

The construction of the improvement will
be fully described hereinafter, in connection
with the accompanying drawings, which form
part of this specification, and its novel iea-
tures will be defined in the appended claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view 1n per-

spective of a segment of a traction-wheel em-

bodying the invention, showing the inner side.
of the wheel-rim and the traction-shoes in.

their projected position. Fig. 2 18 a similar
view with the shoes in their folded position,
and Fig. 8 is an edge view with the shoes in
projected position. _ _
The reference-numeral 1 designates & seg-
ment of a traction-wheel rim formed with
horizontally-alined openings 2, through which
extend parallel arms 3, projecting at right an-
oles from a traction-shoe comprising a plate
4. Each of the arms 3 is formed with a trans-
verse opening to receive a pin 5, the ends ot
which projeet on opposite sides of the arm to
serve as stops to prevent the withdrawal of
the arms 3 from the openings in the wheel-

© rim.
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On the inner surface of the rim 1 are pivot-
ally secured two catches, each comprising a
metallic strip 6, bent upwardly at one end to
overlap the end of the arms 3 and hold the

shoe 4 in its projected position.

One of the arms 3 is provided with an eye
7, adapted to be engaged by a hook 8, loosely
secured to an eye 9, projecting from the in-

ner surface of the rim 1. This hook when en-
ocaged with the eye 7 secures the shoe in its
folded position, as shown in Fig. 2.

The utility and operation of the improve-
ment will be readily understood. In travel-
ing over hard ground or when traction is not
required the shoes will be folded flat against
the outer surface of the wheel-rim, and when
the shoes are mecessary to provide traction

they are locked in their projeeted position by

the pivoted catches. =
It will be understood that the entire wheel-

rim is to be equipped with the adjustable
shoes, the section or segment shown being suf-
ficient to illustrate the invention.

- I claim—--

1. The combination with a traction-wheel

rim formed with horizontally-alined openings,
of a plurality of traction-shoes each having
arms extending at a right angle thereto, sald
arms adapted to extend through said open-
ings, means for securing said shoes in their
folded position against the wheel-rim, and
means for holding said arms against the in-
ner side of the wheel-rim to project sald
shoes. | |

‘9. The combination with a traction-wheel
rim formed with horizontally-alined openings,

of a plurality of adjustable shoes each com-

prising a plate provided with arms extending
through said openings, and each having a pro-
jecting eye, hooks for engaging said eyes, and
catches adapted to engage the ends of sald
arms tosecure the shoes in their projected po-
sitions. o

3. The combination with ‘a traction-wheel
rim formed with horizontally-alined openings,
of a plurality of adjustable shoes, each com-
prising a plate having arms extending through
said openings, means for securing said shoes
in their folded position against the wheel-
rim, and catches pivotally secured to the in-
ner side of the wheel-rim to engage sald arms.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. | :

JOIIN A. KENNEY.

Witnhesses:
W. F. HUMPHREY,

Gro. ¥. COFFELL.
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