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To all whomne it may coneceri:
Be it known that I, DAVIS B. JONES, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at Rocky-
mount, in the county of Edgecombe and State

¢ of North Carolina, have invented new and use--

ful Improvements in Collapsibie Barrels, of
which the following is a specification.
My invention relates to improvements in

barrels, and more particularly pertainstothat

o class of barrels known as ‘collapsible” or
“‘knockdown?” barrels. |

The object of my invention is to provide a
barrelin which thestavesare secured together
by a chain or rope and when knocked down
the staves can be readily rolled into a com-
pact bundle for the purpose of shipping or
storing. ‘ |

Another object of my invention 1s to pro-
vide a knockdown barrel which can be readily
and qnickly set up or knocked down and at
the same time forming a cheap, simple, and
substantial barrel. |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 11s
a perspective view of my barrel set up. Fig.
92isan end viewof thestaverolled forshipping
or storing. Fig. 3 is an enlarged view ot the
stave-securing chain. Fig. 4 is an enlarged
view of the clamping-bolts. Fig. 5 is an en-
larged view of a portion of the barrel, show-
ing the elamping-levers and the means for
locking the same. o

Referring now to the drawings, A repre-
sents the staves, which, as shown in the draw-
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ings, are preferably straight for the purpose

of forming a more compact bundle when
rolled. The edges of said staves are beveled
inwardly, as shown at a, in order that the ad-
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joining edges will firmly abut each other when

the barrel is set up, and thus form practi-
cally a tight solid barrel, although this forms
no part of my invention, and they could be
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spaced apart when a barrel of that character

is desired. Thesaid staves are connected by
three eables or chains B3, one at each end and
onein the center, although any desired num-
ber of ecables or chains may be used. I prei-
erably use chains, and they are of the form
shown in Fig. 8. The links b of the chain I3
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are so arranged and of a length so that there surface,
so are three links opposite each stave, and the | the bolts

two outside links are secured to the stave by
staples or eyes'C. The said staples or eyes
passing around the central portion of the link
and by so arranging the staves on the chain,
it will-be readily seen that it makes a flexible
connection between the chain and stave, so
that it can be readily rolled, yet it prevents
of any twisting of the stave on the chain.
The inside of the staves A near the top and
bottom are provided with registering grooves,

‘which form a circumferential groove when

the barrel is set up and which are adapted to
receive and support the heads D of the bar-
rel. The said heads are made in two sections
d and d', which are hinged together at ¢ for
the purpose of folding, and thus forming a
more compact bundle. -

For the purpose of clamping the staves
around the heads I provide the edge at one

end of the roll with a lever E adjacent each

chain or eable. The said lever is pivoted at
its lower end to the stave, and has pivoted
thereto above its pivotal point, a hook K/,

‘which is adapted to engage the cable or chain

at the.opposite end of the roll, and by swing-
ing the said lever downward the chain 1s

drawn forward and the stave firmlyclamped
‘around the heads.

Opposite each lever and
carried by the staves is a spring-catch K,
whiech is adapted to engage the outer end of
the lever and firmly hold it in thedownward
position when the barrel is set up. The said
staves are provided with transverse Oppo-
sitely-arranged openings above the “heads,
and for the purpose of more firmly clamping
the staves around the heads I provide bolts
&, which pass through said openings. The
said bolts have one end screw-threaded at g
and carry a clamping-nut I, and the oppo-
site end is bifurcated, as shown at g% and
pivotally mounted within said bifurcated end

‘is a bar &, which practically forms a continu-

ation of the bolt. In this position itis passed

through the opening in the staves at one side
of the barrel and extends across the head and
through the opening in the opposite side, and
the said bar % is then turned at right angles
to the bolt, thus forming a head or clamping-
and the nuts on the opposite end ot

are serewed up, thus firmly clamp-
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iug the staves around the heads. I have
shown two of said bolts at each end of the

barrel, although any desired number may be
used. |

Lo knock down the crate, the operation is

‘as follows: The nuts H are released to allow

the bolts to be drawn through, so that the
bars may be swung in a position to form a
continuation of the bolts, and then they may
be entirely withdrawn from the openings in

the staves. The levers E are released from

the catches I and swung upward, and the
hook carried thereby is released from the
chain or eables, and the heads of the barrel
will drop, and it is ready to be rolled. In
rolling the staves the cables or chains are

necessarily on the inside, and the clamping-

bolts are rolled bhetween said staves. The

heads are folded in the center and packed
separately.

Having thusdeseribed my invenbion,ivhat I

claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 15— -

1. In a collapsible barrel, the combination
with a body portion, of heads. supported
thereby,chains passing around said body por-
tion and secured thereto, levers pivoted to

-Said body portion and hooks carried by the

levers and adapted to engage the links of
said chains, substantially as described.

2. In a collapsible barrel, the combination
with heads,of a body portion formed of staves,
chains connecting said staves, levers carried

by the staves adjacent one end of the chains,

and hooks carried by the levers and adapted
to engage the opposite links of the chains,
substantially as described.

3. In a collapsible barrel, the combination
with heads, of abody portion formed of staves,
chains connecting said staves, pivoted levers
carried by the staves adjacent the ends of the
chains, hookscarried by the levers and adapt-
ed to engage the links at the opposite ends
of said chains, and means for holding said
levers in a downward position, substantially
as described. |

4. In a collapsible barrel, the combination
with a body portion formed of staves, heads
carried thereby,chains connecting said staves,
detachable means for drawing the ends of the
chains together, the said staves having open-
Ings on the outside of the heads, bolts pass-
ing through said openings and having one
end screw-threaded, a clamping-nut on said

screw-threaded end, and a pivoted head car- |
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| ried by the opposite end of the said bolt, sub-

stantially as described.

9. In a collapsible barrel, the combination

with heads, of a body portion supporting said
heads, said body portion composed of staves
connected fogether by chains, pivoted levers
carried by the staves adjacent the ends of
the chains, hooks carried by the levers above
their pivotal points and adapted to engage
the opposite ends of the chains, and spring-
catches carried by the staves and adapted to
hold the levers in a downward position, sub-
stantially as described.

6. In a collapsible barrel, the combingtion
with heads, of a body portion composed of
staves connected together by chains, remov-
able clamping -bolts passing through the
staves and extending transversely across the
heads on the outside thereof, pivoted levers
carrled by the staves adjacent the ends of
the chains, hooks pivotally connected to the
levers above their pivotal points and adapted
to engage the opposite endsof the chains and
spring-catches carried by the staves back of
the levers and adapted to hold the levers
in a downward position, substantially as de-
seribed. |

7. In a collapsible barrel, the combination
with heads, of staves forminga body portion,
heads supported by said staves, chains pass-
ing around said staves and arranged with
three links opposite each stave, staples se-
curing the two outside links to each stave,
pivoted levers carried by the staves adjacent
the ends of the chains, hooks carried by the

{ levers and adapted to engage the opposite

ends of the chains, and spring-catches adapt-
ed to hold the lever in a downward position,
substantially as described. - _

3. In a collapsible barrel, the combination
with heads, of staves forming a body portion
and supporting said heads, chains passing
around said staves, and arranged with three
links opposite each stave, staples securing
the twooutside links to each stave, and means
for drawing the ends of said chains together,
substantially as deseribed. |

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two subseribing

- witnesses.

DAVIS B. JONES.

" Witnesses: | |
T. T. THORNE,
P. S. Hicks.
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