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To all whon it 7?@(5?; COTLCETTL!

Be it known that I, KDWARD DIiL AT, a Citi-
zen of the United bmtes, and a resident of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State

s of New York, have made and invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Wateh-
cases, of which the following 1s a specitica-
tion. -

My invention relates to an Improvement in

watchecases, and more particularly to that

‘kind or class thereof wherein the watchcease

centeris omitted, the backs or back and bezel
being so arranged as to close together at their

-edﬂ‘es and over and around the movement-

ring.

The mvﬂnuou further relates ito what is
generally known and termed as a ‘‘ hunting-
case”’—that is, a case consisting in part of a
front lid or back and back lid and bezel in
contradistinetion to an open-face case, where-
in the front lid is omitted, the ObJeLt being

“to produce a watchease Whl(}h while retain-
ing all the advantages of dust-proof quali-
ties inherent in cases having a center shall
at the same time have the smallest possible
diameter or thickness in cross-section.

A further object of my invention is to over-
come the difficulties usually experienced in
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the manufacture of similar cases, the prin-

30 c¢ipal one of which is to so arrange the lock
~and fly springs that they will be effective for
the purpose for which theyare intended with-
outnecessitating the enlargement of the case.
I am aware that it has heretofore been
proposed to form the spring integral with the
movement-ring; but such has proved com-
mercially impracticable by reason of the fact
that when a spring or springs were broken
or damaged an entire new movement-ring
was required to replace the old cne. It has
further been proposed to attach the lock and
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fly springs to the outer side of the movement-

ring; but such arrangement is impracticable
in the class of cases herein described by rea-
son of the fact that the springs are not al-
lowed a sufficient play between the backs and
outer surface of the movement-ring {o be ef-
fective. Again, it has been attempted to se-
cure the springs in the back back of the case;

|

| impracticable, owing to the fact that it 18 nee-

essary to cat away the base of the pendant
to allow of the end of the lock-spring to pro-
ject into said pendant to engage with the
winding stem or arbor, and thereby operate
said spring. This cutting away of the pend-
ant, however, to a greater or less extent de-
stroys the dust-proof qualities of the case,
and, further, 1n such construction and ar-
angement of parts the lock formed on the
lock-spring is allowed only a limited play or
movement between the outer surface of tho
bezel and outer extreme edge of the back I:d,
thereby necessitating the case to be enlm*f‘fed
to such extent as to permit sufficient move- 65
ment of said lock to be disengaged from the
front lid of the case. In overcoming these
objections I have constructed a watchease
wherein both the lock and fly springs are con-
tained within the movement-ring, the latter
being eut away to one side of the pendant to
receive and accommodate the loeck on the
lock-spring and having an opening formed
therein opposite to the pendant to allow of
the projection or lip on the end of the fly-
spring to extend through the same and en-
oace with the front back or lid of the case.

My improved watchcase contains other cer-
tain new and useful improvements, all of
which will be hereinafter fully desceribed, and
pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, IFigure 1 1s
a view, partly in section and partly in eleva-
tion, of a watchease containing my improve-
ments. Iig. 2 is a side view thereof. FIig. 3
is a sectional view taken on the line 3 5 of Iig,
1, the lids or backs of the case being shown
in their open adjustment. Iig. 4 1S a sec-
tional view, on an enlarged scale, of a portion
of the case, showing the manner of flanging
the backs and bezel and snapping them into
their proper relative positions. Fig.disa de-
tached view of the movement-ring containing
the lock and fly springs. Iig. 61sa detached
view of the bezel.

Reterring to the drawings, 7 represents a
movement-ring, to which'is soldered or other-
wise secured the pendant 8, containing the
usual bow 9 and erown 10. This movement-
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5o but this arrangement has also been found | ring has hinged thereto at a pointopposite the 1oc
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pendant the front lid 11 and back 1id 12, the
several parts being so constructed and ar-
ranged that when in their closed adjustment
the edges of the lids or backs will come to-
gether, as hereinafter described, to form a
tight joint and entirely inclose and conceal
the movement-ring, as illustrated in Iig. 2.
The ring 7 is provided near one edge with a
groove 29, into which snaps the bezel 13, the
edge 50 of the latter being cut away, as at 14,
to a,ecommodate the hmﬂe 28, connecting the
backs and movement-ring albo as ab 15, Lo a.C-
commodate the iock on the lock-gpring and at
16 toaccommodate the pendant. Inthe move-
ment-ring 7isalsoformed a groove 17, adapted
to receive the snap 18, tormed on Lh(, edge of
the backlid12,a ﬂ&nﬂ'e orbead1y being formed
around the movement- -ring and between said
erooves, as illustrated in Figs. 3, 4, and 5.
Thesnap 18, formed on the back 12, is formed
with the bead or flange 20, which when the
snap 15 1s sprung into the groove 17, formed
in the movement-ring, fits over and upon the
bead or flange 19, as illustrated in Fig. 4, the
front edges oE said beads or flanges 19 and 20
fitting ﬂush agalnst the flat E:lllfdce of the
snap 30 formed on the bezel, thas rendering
the watehease dust and moisture proof as far
as1spossible with snapping edges. The front
lid or back 11 is provided with the flattened
edge 21, which edge when said lid is closed
bears upon or rests against the edge of the
baclk lid 12 and between the bead or flange 20
thereon and the outer or extreme edge ot sa1d
lid, as clearly illustrated in Fig. 4, the front
lid being held in its elosed posmon by means
of the lock 22 on the lock- Sprmh, 23. 'Theop-
erative end of this lock-spri ing 23 is pr eferably
constructed as illustrated in IFig. 5, wherein
it 18 shown with the lock proper, 531, formed
thereon at some distance back of the extreme
end 24, thus bringing it to one side of the base
of the penchmt, as shown n Kig. 1, instead of
immediately opposite, as has helem[’me been
the practice, the movement-ring being cut
away, asshownat 25,toallowsaid 10(,]{ proper,
21, to prmeet bey ond the same through the
opemnﬂ 151n the bezel 13 and engage mbh the
edge 21 of the front lid 11. To tlle crown 10
1s secured thewinding stem or arbor 26, which
passes through the end 24 of the lock- -Spring
23, and by means of a shoulder thereon (not
shown) forces inwardly the end of said lock-
spring when slight pressure is applied to the
crown. DBy 't,hus constructing and arranging

the several parts the end of the loehaslnmﬁ 18
allowed aplayormovementbetweenthe move-
ment-ring and contained movement, thereby

movement-ring provided with two
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causing the lock proper, 21, to move inwardly
and outwardly under the bezel instead of be-
tween the bezel and outer extreme edge of the
baeck lid, as before described. By these means
the case may be made much smaller in size,
vhereby effecting,as T havelearnedinpr acmee,
a saving of several pennyweights of metal, a
considerable 1item when the case is made of
gold or other precious metal. The lock and
fly springs are held in their proper positions
within the movement-ring by means of pins,
one of which is shown at 27, Fig. 3.

As watcheases have heretofore been con-
structed without centers and with the bezel
and back hinged to the movement-ring, I
make no claim thereto; but,

Having fully deseribed my invention, what

Ielaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—
1. In a watchease, the combination with a
movement-ring provided with two grooves,
and with a separating flange or bead, of a
bezel snapping into one of said grooves, i
back lid hinged to said movement-ring and
snapping into the other of said grooves and
over and upon said separating- ﬂange, afront
lid hinged to said movement-ring and having
1ts edge fitting against the edeoe of said back
lid, and lock and fly springs contained with-
in sald movement-ring and having their ends
projecting through the latter to engace with
said front iid, substantially as deseribed.

2. In a watchecase, the combination with a
Qrooves,
and with a separating flange or head, of a
bezel snapping into one of said grooves, a

back lid hinged to said movement-ring and

snapping into the other of said grooves and
against said sepmatinn‘-ﬂanﬂe, a front lid
hinged to said movement- -ring and having its
edﬂfe fitting against the edge of said backhd
a pendaut f:.ecured to said movement-ring 0“-
posite said hinge, and lock and fly Spllll“‘%
contained within said movement-ring, the
former being provided with a lock fitt mg in
A TECEess fmmed In the edge ofsaid movemeont-
ring at one side of the pendant,
terwith a lip or projection extending through
an-opening formed in said movement -ring
opposite the pendant, substantially as de-
scribed.
signed at Brooklyn, in the county of Kings

and State of New Ymh this 28th day of Lm-

uary, A. D. 1902.
EDWARD BILAT.
Witnesses:
CHARLES IL.. DEPOLLIER,
M. VAN NORTWICI,
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