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To all whom it may conceri: -

Be it known that I, FRANK G. O. EHLE, a
citizen of the United States residing at Buf-
falo, in the county of Erie and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Nestable Pails, of which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to an improved pail or -
other article of two or more parts arranged to

nest together; -and the main object of the in-

- vention is to provide one of said parts with a
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simple and easily-operated fastening device
which is adapted toengage with the adjacent
part, and thereby lock the parts together.

Any ordinary number of vessels or parts may |

be independently secured to each other by
this improved fastening, so that the end ves-
sel or part can be easily detached without un-
fastening the remainder, all of which will be
fully and clearly hereinafter described and
claimed, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is an end elevation of a pail hav-
ing parts secured together by my improved
tastening device. Fig. 2 is a section on line
b b, Fig. 1. Tig. 3 is an enlarged detached
plan view of a blank of one of the inclosing
parts.
one of theinclosing parts.
bottom view of one of the inclosing parts.

Fig. 6 is an enlarged detached view of the
locking-cap. Fig.7isa detached view of the

spring. I'ig. 8 is an enlarged fragmentary
view showing an exterior view of the fasten-
ing device.
Kig, 8. |

In referring tothe drawings for the details

of construction like numerals designate like

parts. |

In the construction shown in the drawings,
1, 2, and 3 represent the vessels or parts con-
stituting the pail, which in this instance are
three in number; 4, the top cover: 5, the han-
dle, attached to the top cover, and 6 the cover
for the bottom vessel or part. The vessels or
parts are formed so that they will nest in each

other when not in use and are each provided

with a fasteningdevice which locks the vessel
or part to the adjacent vessel or part. The
fastening devices are arranged in the lapping
portions of the vessels and are two in num-
ber, one being arranged at each end of the

Fig. 4 1s a detached side elevation of
Fig. 5isadetached

Fig. 9 is a seetion on line ¢ a,-

| vessel.

The fastening devices, as shown, con-
sistof acap 7, which projects through an open-

ing in the vessel side, substantially as shown 55

in IFig. 9,and has a flange 8, which fits against
the Inner
movement of the cap. The cap is normally

‘maintained in its projecting position by a

spring 9, the end of which seatsin a socket 10
of thecap. Thespringisheldinitstensioning
position by an inclosing part 11, the blank of
whichisformedsubstantially asshownin Iig.
3, and bentinto theshape shown in Figs. 4 and
5. HKach inclosing part is provided with a
pair of oppositely-disposed ears 12, which fit
through slits 13 and are bent upon the outer

_surface of the vessel to secure the inclosing

part together. Theinclosing part is bent to
permit the neeessmy movement of the lock-
ing-cap and has its edges fitting against the
vessel-surface, so as fo entirely inclose the
space 14, within which the cap operates. The
1nclosing parts can be soldered at their edges
to the interior of the vessel in order to seal

any openings that may exist, so as to render

the vessel absolutely water-tight. The ver-
tical wall of the part 11 serves as a support
for the rear end of the spring and also acts
as a stop tolimit the inward movement of the

cap. The oppositely-projecting caps of one
of the vessels or parts spring into openings
15 in the overlapping portion of another ves-
sel or part as it is fitted upon the first-men-

tioned vessel or part, and thereby detachably
secure the two vessels together.

surface and limits the outward
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'T'he vessels or parts are easﬂy s6 parated by
pressing the caps inwardly out of the open-

ings 15.

T'he many advantages of thisimprovement
are chiefly its simplicity and cheapness, the
convenience of attachment and detachment,
and the fact that any reasonable number of
vesselsorparts can be attached to or detached

from each other without unfastening the oth-

ers, as each vessel or part has 113 own inde-
pendeut fastening device.

I claim as my mvemtwn——

1. A pail comprising a plurality of Vessels,
one of which has a lapping portion provided
with oppositely - disposed perforations, and
the other oppositely - disposed spring - ten-
sioned bolfs adapted to loek in the perfora-
tionsin said lapping portion and to be pressed
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inwardly by the operator to release it there-
from.

2. In a vessel comprising a plurality of

parts, one having a perforation and another

having slits and an opening between the slits,
a locking-bolt adapted to seat in the perfora-
tion of the first-mentioned part and project-
ing through the opening, a spring tensioning

the bolt and an inclosing part for said spring |

having ears fitting through the slits, substan-
tially as set forth.

3. In combination, a plurality of vessels

adapted to be fastened in superimposed po-

sition and having oppositely-disposed perfo-
rations in the upper portions of its ends and 15
each vessel with the exception of the bottom
vessel having oppositely-disposed spring-ten-
sioned locking-bolts in the lower portion of
its ends adapted to spring into the depres- -

sions of the adjacent vessel, substantially as zo
set forth.

FRANK G. O. EIILE.
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