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To all whom it mary concern:

Be it known that I, DoMINICK S. MCGREAL,

~a citizen of the United States of America, and

a resident of Chicago, in the county of Cook

5 and State of Illinois, have invented certain

new and useful Improvements in Printers’

Chases, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

The main object of my invention is to Pro-

to vide a printer’s chase with separable parts

and complementary parts all of suitable con-.

struction to permit an operator to readily

combine same in the form of printers’ chases

of different dimensions. It will be under-
15 stood that in using the old solid chases it is
necessary to provide a large amount of fur-
niture for loeking up forms of different di-
mensions. For convenience it has been nec-
essary to provide a large number of solid
chases of different sizes. With my construe-
tion it is necessary only to provide side and
end bars of different lengths. These can be
combined with corner-pieces, so as to alter
the chase to a large number of different di-
25 mensions. |
| It is well known that in all printing-houses
a vast amount of time and labor is lost in
looking for wooden furniture to dress up a
solid chase which is too large to accommodate
the form. Anadditional diffieulty is that af-
ter the compositor has locked his small form
In & large chase he finds his form sprung
- from the stone, thus necessitating his unlock-
ing and doctoring the furniture to obviate the
35 spring. The operator may have to do this
several times before having a perfect lock-up.
By the use of my construction the operator
can always make his chase of suitable size
for the form. This will avoid the working
up of the leads, slugs, quadrats, &ec., caused
by a springy form. |
The construction and operation of my de-
vice will be understood from the following de-
seription with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which—
Figure 1 is a top plan of a chase con-
structed according to my invention, includ-
Ing cross-pieces which render the device suit-
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| removed from same, side bar attached 1o

same, and partly broken away. Tig. 3 isan
end elevation of oneof said bars. TIig. 4 isa
side elevation of one of the corner-pieces.

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of one of the in- g3

termediate members used in adapting the de-
vice for book-work. Fig. 6 is a perspective
view, partly broken away, of the middle part
of one of the cross-pieces used in book-work.
1The entire chase may be lifted by raising 6o
opposite corner-pieces. The weight of the
side bars will hold same in proper engage-
ment with the corner-pieces. - .
In the form shown the side bars 1and end
bars 2 are provided with a tenon or dovetail3 65
at each end. The corner-pieces 4 are each

| provided with sockets or mortises 5 for re-

celving said dovetails. - The members 6 are
provided with a similar mortise 5 at each
end and the mortise 7 on the inner side. The %o
mortise 7 is of uniform diameter from top to
bottom, while the mortises 5 are preferably
made of less diameter at the bottom than at
the top, as illustrated in Fig. 4. The dove-
tails 3 are also of less diameter at the bottom 75
than at the top, as shown in Fig. 3.  Thusit
will be seen that said dovetails are made in
the form of a truncated wedge with trape-
zoidal base. This form of joint insures that
the parts will be held firmly in place when 8o
pressed home and permits same to be readily

separated. The cross-pieces 8 and 9 are pro-

vided at each end with a dovetail 10 of suit-
able form to fit the mortise 7. 'The cross-
pieces 3 and 9 are each provided with a mor- 85
tise 11 at their middle part, which permits
sald cross-pieces tolie in the same horizontal
plane. |

It will be understood that additional side
bars1 and end bars 2 of different lengths will 9o -
be provided to be substituted for those shown.
T'he cross-pieces 8 and 9 will also be provided

| In different lengths suitable for book-work of

different dimensions. | |

Fach corner-piece 4 has one of its mortises gg
5 located farther from the corner than its
other mortise 5. This provides for slightly
altering the dimensions of the chase by inter-

able for book-work. Fig.2 isanenlarged plan changing the corner-pieces.
50 of one of the corner-pieces with the end bar

The operation of my device is as follows: 100
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For book-work the parts will be connected sub- |

stantially as shown in Fig. 1. For ordinary
job-work the members 6 and cross-pieces 8

and 9 will be omitted and the side and end
bars will be connected directly with the cor-
ner-pieces at each end. To alter the dimen-
sions of the chase, the operator will merely
1ift the side and end bars free from the cor-
ner-pieces and will substitute other side and
end bars of the desired lengths.

It will be understood that some of the de-
tails in the struncture shown may be altered
without departing from the spirit of my in-
vention. I therefore do not confine myself
to such details except as hereinafter limited
in the claims. | .

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, 1s—

1. A printer’s chase comprising the corner-
pieces, and the detachable side and end bars
connecting said corner-pieces and forming
therewith arigid rectangular frame; said cor-
ner-pieces and bars beingseparable only when
oppositely moved transversely to a plane ex-
tending through all of said sections, and each
of said corner-pieces having one of its ends
for attachment to said bars farther removed

from the corner than its other end for attach-

ment to said bars, substantially as described.

2. A printer’s chase comprising the corner-
pieces, and the detachable side and end bars
connecting said corner-pieces and forming
therewith a rigid rectangular frame; said cor-

ner-pieces and bars being separable only |

699,404

when oppositely moved transversely to a

plane extending through all of said sections;
said bars having all of their attaching ends

of uniform shape and size, and sald corner-
pieces each having their attaching parts
formed oppositely to said attaching ends and

.adapted for receiving and securing any of

said attaching ends and each of said corner-
pieces having one of its attaching parts lo-
cated farther from the corner than its other
attaching part, substantially as described.

3. A printer’s chase comprising the corner-
pieces, and the detachable side and end bars
connecting said corner-pieces and forming
therewith a rigid rectangular frame; said cor-
ner-pieces and bars being separable only when
oppositely moved transversely to a plane ex-
tending through all of said sections; said bars
having at each end a dovetail in the form of
a truncated wedge with trapezoidal base, and
said corner-pieces having mortises fitting said
dovetails, and all of said dovetails being of
nniform size and shape, and adapted to simi-
larly fit in any of said mortises, each of said
corner-pieces having one of its mortises lo-
cated farther from the corner than its other
mortise, substantially as described.

Signed at Chicago this 3d day of
ber, 1900.

Novem-

DOMINICK S. McGREAL.

Withesses:
WM. R. RUMMLER,
GLEN C. STEPHENS.
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