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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.
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CLOTHES-LINE FASTENER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 698,992, dated April 29, 1902.
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To all whom tt may concern:

Be it known that I, JouN D. MULLER a citi-
zen of the United Sta,tes, residing at BIOHX.
borough, New York city, in the county and -
State of New York, have invented new and
useful Improvements in Clothes-Line Fasten-
ers, of which the following 18 a speclﬁeatlon

ThlS invention relates to a fastener or grip |
- by which a clothes-line can be readily tight-
ened or slackened, as required; and the in-

. vention resides in the novel features of con-
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- other form of fastener.
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struction set forth in the following specifica-

-tion and claimsand illustrated i in the annexed

drawings, in which—

Figurelshowsthe fastener apphed toaline.
Fig. %isa perspective view of the fastener on
larger scale than in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 shows an-

view of Fig. 3.
The device comprises a , shoulder with a loop

Fig.41s a sectional-

w——F
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and what may be called a ‘“cateh” portion.-

A wire o bemﬂ* suitably bent will form the
eye or loop o a,nd clamp or catch portion a2 |

The shoulder is readily for med by a sleeve or
handle. b.

A clothes-line (30nzl];)ms.-‘,uwp the ends ¢ and c*

is shown with the end ¢’ secured or tied toloop

!

.

The end c? h&vmn' its free end portion ¢*

The line is shown running about pulleys,
as usual.

The wire ¢’ ¢? when made of one plece torms 55
a firm and durable structure, and the sleeve

or shoulder-piece b forms™a suitable handle
for the swing or lever action when moving the
fastening t0 gripping or releasing posu)lon
In the eonstructmn shown in Fig. 8 the loop
o' is movably or slidingly a,rra,nﬂ'ed in the
sleeve or block b3, and the latter has a hole 0%
through which the free line end ¢? i is shpped
tobe further Jammedorheld byloopa'. When
the latter is pulled outward in bloek b8, the
latter tapers toward one end, as at b4, so ‘that
the end ¢ of the line ean be easﬂy mterposed
E‘etween the block and the line, as shown iti

1g. 4, -

The block or handleb can of course be ma.de
of any suitable material and of suitable shape
or Size.

6o
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‘What I claim as new and desire {o secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. Agripor line-fastener compmsmfr a han-

‘dle having a shoulder and a loop and a catch,

and a line having one end secured to the loop
and the other end engaged by the catech and

passed through the loop, the free end of the

line being passed between such other end and

passed through loop ¢’ and such free end por-

tion being then slipped under the end ¢?, so
as to lie between such end and the shoulder
or end portion b’ of the sleeve b, the pull or
strain of the end ¢, jamming or holding the
free end portion against the shoulder, will pre-
vent the slipping “of the grip or slackening of
the line. The hook or catch a* being slipped

over or made to engage the line portion ¢*will

hold such line and grip a b parallel or in aline-
ment. The line-engaging loop ' thus en-
cages both line ends—the one permanently
and the other detachably——for tightening or
slackening.

To free the grip, the eatch a® is freed and
the handle b then given a half-turn or swing
to bring.the catch part- a*over 1o line portlon

¢'. The free end portion is thus by the strain

of the line portion ¢* moved away from shoul- |

der &' and to the larger or expanding portion
of loop @/, so that the free end ¢3can be slipped
out of the loop or freed either for tightening

or slacking or for mounting or dismounting

a line.

I

the shoulder substantially as deseribed.
2. Agriporline-fastener comprising a han-

dle having a shoulder and an adjustable line-

engaging loop and a catch portion, said shoul-
der and catch portion being adapted for en-
gagement by an end of the line and said loop
and catch being adjustable Wlthm the shoul-
der-piece.

3. A grip or line -'fastener comprising a
shoulder-piece with an adjustable line-engag-
ing loop and eateh portion, said shounlder-
plece being perforated for allowing the line to
be passed therethrough and through the loop
substantially as described.

In testlmony whereof I hzwe hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two subseribing
witnesses.

JOHN D. MULLER.

Withesses: |
W. C. HAUFF,
E. I, KASTENHUBER.
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