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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE PRINTZ, a sub-
jeet of the King of Prussia, German Hmperor,
and a resident of Aachen, Rhenish Prussia,in
the German Empire, have invented a new and
useful Needle-Threader, of which the follow-
ing is a specification. - T |

My invention relates to improvements in

needle - threaders adapted to enter or pass
through the eye of the needle, and having

means for securing the thread and drawing 1t
through the eye of the needle; and the cbject
of my invention is to provide means whereby
the thread will besecurely heldin the threader
until the needle is threaded. |
Previous needle-threaders of the class de-

seribed have been defective in that the thread.

wvas laid on an open hook and was not securely |- .
be rounded, as at £ in Fig. 3, and the upper

held in the threader, so that it was liable to
£all off before it could be drawn through the
eye of the needle.
caught in the eye of the needle unless great
care was used, thereby breaking one or both.
The open form of hook employed also caught
the fibers of the silk or thread, thereby rough-
ening or even breaking it. I remedy these
difficulties by meansof thenovelarrangement
and combination of parts illustrated in en-

larged and exaggerated form in the accompa-

nying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of that form of
threader adapted to enter and pass through
the eye of the needle. Fig.-2isa top view of
the same.

adapted to enter but not pass through the

eye of the needle. Fig.41sa top view of the

541M6E. - -
Similarlettersrefer tosimilar parts through-

out the several drawings.
" The needle-threader shown in Figs. 1and 2

consists of a flat strip of metal having a body !

part A of such size as to enable it to pass
through the eye of the needle. The ends ¢
and ¢ may be tapered to facilitate the easy
insertion and removal of the threader. Ator
near one end ¢ a substantially L.-shaped open-
ing B is made in the flat strip of metal to form
o hook and in which the thread is inserted

| peculiar

The projecting hook also

Fig. 3 is a side view of that form .
of the device provided with a handle and

shape of the opening and hook it 18
securely held inthe part d. After the thread
has been inserted the end a is pushed into the

drawing the thread after it. The loose end
of the thread is then pulled out of the open-
ing B, and the operation of threading the nee-
dle is completed. .

If desired, the end ¢ can beinserted into the

‘eye of a needle and the thread placed in the

L.-shaped opening, when the whole can Dbe
withdrawn, thus threading the needle. In
this form of the device I prefer to employ a
handle such as thatshown at Cin Figs. 3 and
4. This handle may be made integral with
the threader ot separately and then attached
in any suitable manner.

The corners of the L-shaped opening may

wall e of the hook may be lower than the body
of the threader, as shown in Fig. 3, thus pre-
venting the hook from catching in the eye

eye of the needle and then passed through,
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during the operation of threading. Thislow-

ering of the wall e causes the eye of the nee-
dle to strike a point at some distance from
the opening b as the thread and threader are
passed through or withdrawn from the eye oi

‘the needle and greatly lessens the liability ot

the eye catching in the opening b, whereby

thebreakingof the needle_ or threader,or both,

is prevented.
I am aware that long prior to my invention

needle-threaders had been made which were

adapted to enter the eye of a needle-and pro-

vided with hooks to engage the thread. I

therefore do not elaim such a device broadly;
but -

What I do claim as my invention, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. Thecombination, in aneedle-threader of
the class described, of a body portion having
a substantially L-shaped opening at or near
one end in which the upper wall e of the hook
is lower than the body of the threader.

9. Thecombination, in a needle-threader of
the class described, of a handle, a body por-
tion having a substantially L-shaped open-

ing at or near the end in which the upper
wall ¢ of the hook islower than the body por-

so through the opening b when by reason of the | tion.
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5. A needle-threader of theclassdescribed, | In testimony whereof I have signed my
consisting of a body piece or bar of reetan- | name to this specification in the presence of
gular cross-section, having a substantially L- | two subseribing witnesses.
shaped opening at or near one end, in which | ' o GEORGE PRINTZ.

5 the opening b is placed at right angles to the Witnesses: N -

el

~longer axis of the bar, and the opening d ex- C. E. BRUNDAGE,
tends along said axis toward the nearer end. H. QUADFLIEG.
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