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—

To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL RAPP, a citizen
of the United States,residingin Pleasanttown-
ship, in the county of Madison and State of
Ohio, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Shock-Compressors; and I
do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear; and exact desceription of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

The object of my invention istoprovide an
improved device whereby the operation of
binding shocks of corn can be performed with
neatness, thoroughness, and despatch.

The invention consistsin a novel construc-
tion of such a device whereby the compress-
ing or drawing-up rope which passes around
the shock can be pulied with approximately
an equal pull at both ends, so as not to dis-
turb the original relative arrangement of the
stalks in the shock. -

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 118
a top view showing relative position of the
parts when the device is in use, a small por-
tion of the frame being broken out. Fig. 21s
a view of the front or lower side of what is
shown in Fig. 1. o

~ In the views, 1 designates a case or frame
shaped, preferably, out of metal and com-
prising an extended flange or wall 1" at its
rearside, two parallelly-arranged plates1°and
1¢, standing at right angles to the wall 1%
and a bracket-arm 19,

1¢ and the bracket 1¢ and the plate 1° are
arooved pulleys or other abutments 2 and 2°,

respectively. Pivoted on acommon pin 5, be-

tween the plates 1° and 1°and approximately
equidistantly between the abutments 2 and
2+ are the shanks of two clamps 3 and 3%,

having their toothed or roughened. heads
turned toward the peripheries of the-abut-

ments 2 and 2*. Connecting the shanks of
the clamps is a coil-spring 4, tending to draw
the toothed or roughened heads of the clamps
toward the abutments.
wall of the frame areshown to be rounded or
flared rearwardly to permit the rope herein-
after referred to to run easily through the de-
vice. - |

In the practical use of this invention a rope
7 (shown in dotted lines) is knotted at a suf-

Journaled in opposite.
ends of the frame between the plates 1° and

The ends of the rear

ficient, distance from one end to allow of that

end being taken securely in the hand and
having its longer end passed through the de-
vice between the pulley 2 and the clamp 3.

‘The device is now ready to be used in com-
pressing a shock. The long end of the rope

is passed around the shock at about the place

| where the shock'is to be tied and then insert-

leased.

ed or placed betweéen the clamp 3* and the
pulley 22, the head of said clamp being drawn
away to permit such insertion by a manipu-
lation of the thumb-piece 3® on that clamp.
To compress the shock, each end of the rope
is taken in a hand and drawn with sufficient
force to tightly compress the stalks of the
shock together. Simply liberatingtheseends
suffices to insure their being caught and held
in the drawn-up condition, because the coil-
spring constantly tends to force the clamps
against the rope, and the rearward tension,
due to expansion of the shock, immediately
effects the locking of the rope in the position
to which it has been drawn up. When this
has been done, the operator is at liberty to
take and place his tying -twine around the
shock and tie the same, with the assurance
that the shock will not be accidentally re-
When the shock has been tied, he
removes the compressing-rope by withdraw-
ing the clamp 3*and lifting out the free end

of the rope, and this same operation can in

like manner be repeated with all the shocks.

" T am aware that a number of devices have
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been proposed in which there is a _clamp and

‘an abutment for holding a compressing-rope;
‘but in 8uch devices the pull is praectically all

on-one side of the shock. I am also aware
that a rather complicated and expensive de-

vice has been proposed in which there are
two abutments and two clamps, so that the

rope could be held after being drawn up at
both sides; but in such construction no pro-
vision was made for automatically operating
the clamps.
tinguish in my claims the essential diffierence

between my invention and what has preceded .

me in the prior art.
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s— o

1. A shock-compressor comprising aframe,
two pulleys journaled therein having their
active faces turned toward the pulleys, two

Hence I have endeavored to dis-
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spring connecting the clamps and arranged to
draw theactive faees of the eclamps toward the
pulleys, substantially as deseribed.

2. A shock-compressor comprising in com-

bination a frame, two abutments therein over ;

which the ends of a rope are adapted to pass, |
two clamps independent of said abutments |
“having their active faces turned away from

each other and toward said abutments and
arranged to clamp the ends of therope against

698,

735

~clamps fulerumed therein, combined, with a | said abutments, and a spring for yieldingly

drawing said clamps toward the abutments to
hold the ends of therope, substantially as de-

-}
sceribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

. SAMUEL RATP.

Witnesses: |
- AMES WHITMER,
WALTER W HITE.
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