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UNITED STATES PATENT
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"LEWIS O. BREKKE, OF MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA.
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Be it known that I, LEwIS O. BREKKE a
citizen of the United States residing at Mm-
neapolis, in the county of Hennepm and State

of Minnesota, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Folding Footboards

for Iron Beds; and I doherebydeclare the fol- |

lowing to be a full, clear, and exaet deserip-
tion of the mventmn such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art 130 which it appertams to
make and use the same.

My present invention has for its obJecb to

provide an improved footboard for iron bed-.

steads; and to this end it consists of the novel

devices and combinations of devices herein-

after described, and defined in the claims.
It is a well-known fact that many people

object to iron bedsteads simply for the reason
that they have no footboard against which
the clothes may be tucked and a,ﬂra,msb which

the feet may, if desired; be pressed A per-

manent footboard of 13119 proper dimensions-
would be objectionable, for the reason that
the bedclothes could not be thrown over the
same Iin the day-time or if so thrown would

give to the bed a very awkward and unusual
appearance. IbelieveIhavesolved the prob-

- lem in a practical and simple manner by pro-
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tioned on a line &’ &’ of I‘w
3 are longitudinal vertical sectlons of the foot

50

- coumpondmﬂ' in llne of theu sections, Figs. |

viding a footboard which has a folding upper
seetlon adapted to be turned flat upon the

foot end of the mattress, so that the bed- |

clothes may be thrown over the same and the
bed given the same ‘““made up” appearance
as if there was no footboard provided.. At
the same time this folding section 'may be
turned up before a person retires, and the
bedeclothes may then be tucked between the
footboard and the mattress.
there is nothing objectionable to the bed, and
the same footboard-accommodation is afford-
ed as with an or dmary wooden bedstead.

| My invention is illustrated in the accom-

panying drawings,wherein like characters in-

dicate 11ke parts throughout the several views.
- Figure 1lis an elevatwn looking at the foot | -

end of the bedstead some. parts being sec-
- Figs. 2 and

end of the complete bed, taken on the line

2 a® of Fig. 1; and I I‘ws 4 and 5 are details

This heing done

19 aud 3, but illustr ating a modified construc-

: tion. -

{

The numeral 1 indicates as an entlrety an
ordmm y iron bedstead comprising, as is or-
dinary, head and foot brackets and side rails

-connectmw the same.

Thenumeral2indicatesan ordmary woven-

‘wire spring having a metal frame 3, whlch 1S
‘shown as formed of angle-iron. -

The numeral 4 mdleateg an ordinary mat-
tress, and the numeral 5 mdlcates a quilt or
bederead

My improved footboard is made up of two
b_OE_Ll d-sections ¢ and b, connected at their in-
ner edges by hinges ¢. To the outer face of
the boa,xd a the upper end of a pair of metal
brackets f are rigidly connected by bolts or
serews /' or by any other suitable means. To
adapt the device for application to the iron
frame 3 of the spring 2, the brackets f are
provided with lnwa1d1y-p10;jected retaining
hooks or fingers 7% which are adapted to be

“passed between laterally-spread meshes of
the spring 2 and to engage over the upturned
flange of the tra,nsverselv extended rear an-

gle- bal of the said frame 3. The lower ends

| of the brackets f engage the foot portion of
the spring-frame 3 and act as braces.

“When this footboard is properly posi-

tioned, as indicated in Figs. 1, 2, and 3, the

upper board-section b is a,dapted to be folded
down over and against the foot-end of the

mattress 4, and the quilt or bedspread 5 may

be then thrown smoothly over the complete

footboard, as shown in Fig. 2, thereby com-

pletply concealmg the said footboard and
giving to the bed the same appearance as does
an OI‘dIIl&I yiron bedstead. Astherelatively
fixed footboard or section ¢ is supported in-
ward, or forward of the skeleton foot-bracket;
of the bed, the covers may be dropped be-
tween the said parts the same as in an ordi-
nary:iron bed whel em a footboard. 15 not em-
ployed

In Fig. 3 the footboard sectmn b is shown
as turned up and the quilt 5, as well as the
other bedeclothes, are tucked between the mat-
tress and the footboard. The footboard-sec-
tion O when turned up projects high above the
top of the mattress.
When 1t is desned to apply the footbomd
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" to a spring having a wooden frame, such as )
indicated by the character 3* in Fw 4, the |

L
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- the footboard either

&2

hooks f*are left off the brackets f, and in then:'
stead said brackets are provided with in-
wardly horizontally projecting flanges 73,
through which and the transverse beam " of
said spring-frame 3* small nutted bolts g may

be passed to secure the footboard in working
position.

In Fig. 5 the relatwely fixed footboard a is
shown as secured to a pair of brackets %, the
lower ends of which are pronged at &’ to em-

brace and fit over the transverse rear an ole-

beam 1* of the bedstead. The said braekets
k are secured to the said angle-bar 1* by set-
screws %, which work throug gh prongs of the
said brackets and i impinge upon theembraced
flange of the said angle-bar.

It will of course be understood that vari-
ous other devices may be employed to secure
to the frame or the

spring or directly to the frame of the bed.
It will also be understood that other modifica-
tions in construction and arrangement of
parts may be made within the scope of my in-
vention.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, is as follows: |

698,626

1. A detachable footboard for iron bed-
steads, comprising the board-sections ¢ and b,
the hinges ¢ connecting the said board- _sec-
tions, a,nd rigid bracketss secured tosaid board-
section ¢ and adapting the same to be rigidly
but detachably secured with respect to the
bedstead and other parts of the bed, and
which board-section b is adapted to be folded
flat over the foot end of a mattress, substan-
tially as and for the purposes set forth.

2. The combination with a bedstead having
a foot-bracket, of a footboard comprising
board-sections ¢ and b, hinges connecting said
board-sections, and b1 ackets supportmn‘ sald
board-section ¢ with respect to the bedstead
in a position forward of the foot-bracket of
the sald bed, whereby said section b may be

folded flat on top of the mattress and the bed-

clothes may be placed over said board-section
and between said relatively fixed board-sec-
tion a and the foot-bracket of the bed.

~In testimony whereof I affix my signature
1n presence of two witnesses.

LEWIS O. BR EKKE.

YWitnesses:
ELIiZABETH KELIHER
F. D. MERCHANT.
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