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Ta all whom it may concer 7:

BeitknownthatI, EDGAR J. SCHUNEMAN, a.
citizen of the United States, residing at New-..fl
ton, inthe county of Jasper and State of Iowa,
have invented certain new and useful Im- I
provements in Apparel, Trousers, and Shirt |
Folders, of which the following is 2 spemﬁca—

tion.
The objects 01‘:' my mvenmon are to p10v1de

a device of the class described of simple, du-

rable, and inexpensive construction that may
be e&sﬂy handled and that may be packed for

space.

My ob]eCt 1s more specifically to prowde a

folder upon which a large number of pairs of
trousers or shirts may be placed and folded
one by one quickly and with great accuracy
and which will be piled one above the other

in perfect alinement, so that the pile orstack
of garments having been folded will present

a uniform and finished appearance and the

same amount of each garment be exposed at
the end of the pile or sta,ck so that identifi-
cation-tags may be placed thereon and, fur-

ther, it is my object to provide a devwe of
this class which may be placed upon a table

or other support and the pile or stack of gar-

ments folded where the operator can con-
veniently manipulate them. Then the entire
pile orstack, together with the folding device,
may be plaeed upon & shelf or other support

and the folder removed, leaving the pile or
stack of garments upon ‘the shelf and leav-
ing the folder ready to be used again.

A further object is to provide a device of
this class that may be readily and quickly
adjusted to fit different sizes and kinds of
wearing-apparel.

My invention consmts in certain detailsin
the construetlon, arrangement, and combina-
tion of the various parts of the device where-

by the objects contemplated are attained, as

hereinafter more fully set forth, pointed out
in my claims, and illustrated in the aceoms-
panying dl&Wlﬂﬂ”b, in which—

Figure 1 shows in perspective the eompleta_.
Fig. 2 shows a front’

fOldGl ready for use.
elevation of the same with the upright guide-
rods in their folded position.
an enlarged detail sectional view 111ust1 ating
a modified form of the device for adjustably

Fig. 8 shows-

| connecting the. upright- guide-rods with the

base-board, and Fig. 4 shows a detail eleva-

tion of a modified form of upright guide-rod
that is ad]ustable as to length. Fw 51s a
detail view of the hinged plates
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Referring tothe accompanying drawings, I

have used the reference-numeral 10 to indi-

cate the base-board of the folder. This base-
board is preferably flat on its top and tapered
in_thickness from a maximum at its front end
to a thin edge at its rear end and 1S approxi-
mately flat on both surfaces. Attached to
the éentral portion of the front end is a han-

-dle 11, and near the forward corners of the

base-board are the bolts 12, projected up-

|-wardly through the board and screw-threaded

at their upper ends, and the winged nuts 13

are provided for the %erew-thteaded ends of

.sald bolts.
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The reference- numeml 14 indicates a flat _-

_plate having an L-shaped slot 15 therein, and

hinged to the plate 14 is -a top plate 16, also

{ having an L-shaped slot 17, arranged when

the-plates are folded one on top of the other
to be1 m alinement with the slot 15. 'The said

bolts
17 and provide means whereby the said plates

‘may beadjustably and detachably connected
with the base-board 10, and obviously this ad-

justment may be in a direction to or from
the longitudinal center of the base-board or
it may be longitudinally of the base-board on
account of the L.-shapedslots. Furthermore,

the said plates may be turned or rotated. On

-the outer surface of each of the plates 16 are

two vertical guide-rods 18 of equal length

and sepamted slightly from each other. A
‘brace 19 is provided for one of each set of

upright guide-rods. -
The 1efelenee numer al 20 indicates a
straight round rod designed to pass between
each pa,ir of guide-rods and of such length as
to extend across the base-board.:
In use the parts are arranged as shown in
Fig. 1, and the nuts 13 are serewed tight to

Air mly hold the plates 14 and 16 in DOSltlon
Said plates are arranged with their rounded

edges facing the Iongltudmal center of the

board and the uprights in such position that
the rod 20 may be passed between each pair
of uprights and be at exactly right angles to
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2 are passed through the slots 15 and
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the longitudinal center of the base board |
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Assuming that it is desired to fold trousers,
the plates 14 and 16 are set at a distance from

each other corresponding to the width of the

trousers-legs. 'Then the first pair of trousers
1s placed with the walistband thereof adjacent
totherearend of the base-board. Thetrousers-

legs then project between the upright guide-
rods and some distance beyond the forward
end of the base-board. Then the rod 20 is
placed between the guide-rods and on top of
the trousers-legs. Then the trousers-legs are

folded over on top of the base-board, thereby

covering the rod 20, said rod serving as a
stlaw‘ht—-ed getoaccur ate] ycrease the trousers—
legs in such manner that they will be folded
alonﬂ' a line exactly at right angles to the lon-
o'ltudlnal axis of the base board. Then one
end of the rod 20 is grasped and the rod is re-

moved from its position, after which the sec-

ond pair of trousers is placed with its waist-

"~ band on top of the one.previously folded, and
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the same operation is proceeded with until
the pile or stack of trousers stands as high as
the guide-rods 18. Obviously at the pomt
where the trousers-legs are folded they will all
be in perfect aline ment and an equal portion

of each pair of trousers will be exposed at the
forward end of the board. Then the oper-

ator may, if desired, place identification-tags
on each pair of trousers. Assuming that it
18 desired to place the pile or stack of trousers
upon a shelf or in any small compartment,

the operator grasps the handle 11 and places

the rear end of the board upon the shelf and
moves the board to a position where the pile
or stock of garments is to be placed. Then
the base-board is withdrawn by means of the
handle 11, leaving the pile or sfack of gar-

- ments in posﬂslon
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For packing or storing the folder it is ob-
vious that the nuts 13 may be removed, and
the top plates 16 may be then folded inwardly
to lie comparatively flat upon top of the
board, the slots 17 permitting the said plates
to be moved to such positions that the guide-
rods 18 will not strike each other when being
folded. Obviously the guide-rods may be
made to lie longitudinally of the board, if de-
sired.

In Kig. 3 I have shown a modified form of-

device for adjustably clamping the plates 14
and 16 to the base-board 10. Instead of pro-
viding slots for the said plates the bolt 21 is
passed through an opening in the plate, the

head 22 of which is placed in a groove in the |

698,562

be-of any length or shape desired, and by its
use the necessity of providing slots in the
plates is obviated. I have also provided
means for longitudinally adjusting the guide-
rods 18, as shown in Fig. 4. Tubes 23 are

fixed to the plate 16 in place of the guide-rods

18, and at the top of the tube 23 is a elamp 24,

and the rods 25 are inserted in the upper ends
of the tubes 23. Obviously the rods 25 may
be vertically adjusted, and the clamps 24 may
be made to firmly hold them in any position
in which they may be placed.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, a,nd desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent of the United States therefor, 18—

1. In a device of the class descmbed, the
combination of a base, two pairs of upright
guides at the corners of one end of the base
and adjustable to and from each other, and
a rod capable of passing between the n*mde-

rods of each pair.

2. In a device of the class described, the
combination of, a base, two plates detachably
secured to the corners of one end portion of
the base and two upright guides fixed to each

plate, and a rod passed between each pair of
upright guides and to extend at right angles

_to the lonﬂ'ltudmal axis of the base

3. In a devme of the class described, the
combination of, a hase, two plates detachably
and adjustably connected with the corners of
one end portion of the base, a pair of upright
guides connected with each plate and capable
of folding on top of the base to a position rest-
ing against the base, a rod to pass between
the pairs of guide-rods when they are in their
upright position, for the purposes stated.

4. In a device of the class described, the
combination of, a flat base tapered from a
maximum ab its front end to a thin-edge at
its rear end, a handle at the front edge of the
base, bolts passed upwardly through the cor-
ners ot the front end portion of the base, two
plates 14 each having a plate 16 hinged there-
to, said plates being provided with L-shaped
slots as set forth, nuts 13 for the bolts 12,
two guide-rods 18 on each of the plates 16,
and a rod 20 arranged and combined in the
manner set forth and for the purposes stated.

EDGAR J. SCHUNEMAN.

Witnesses:
FRED M. TAYLOR,
O. McELROY.
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