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2o r:LZZ whom it mar J CONCETN:

Beit known thatI, GEORGE A. OWEN, :»Lelt]:-
zen of the United States of America, and a
resident of Springfield,in the county of Ham p-

den and State of Massachusetts, have invent-.
ed certain new and useful Impl ovements in |
Track-Suspension-Apparatus, of which the

following is a full, clear and exact desemp

~ tion.
10

This invention. relates to improvements in

apparatus for the transmission of mail and ;

other matter, and is applicable, for instance,
in connection with such mail-transmission
apparatuses or systems as are illustrated in
Letters Patent of the United States issued

to me July 2, 1901, Nos. 677,423 and 677,424.

The present 1mprovements more p&ltlell-

trackway on which the conveyer, which may
be cable-propelled or electrlcally propelled,

runs, the object being to provide forms of
traekways having tness for the purpose con-

templated and hamnw means for their sup-.
- port which are capable of maintaining the |
track in all portions of its length" level or:

even and-for rectifying or evening up the

track, which after protracted uqe  may haveﬁ

become uneven or ‘“out of true.’

The features ofinvention reside in the form'
of the posts which constitute the primary
supports for the trackway; also, in the com-
‘bination, with the posts,of the longitudinally |
strung or connected cables or the like:from
whwh the track is suspended and means for
‘taking up any undue slackness in the cable;,

also, to the trackway and clips which em-

brace the same, having eyes by means of
‘which,through dependmg supports, the track
is supported; also, to the combmatlon with

the lonﬂ*ltudmal cables and the_traekway, of
the depending supports consisting of wires
or rods having take-up dewces 1ndw1dual
thereto.

The invention also eonmsts in the posts

having offset p011310ns whereby an unob-

stlucted opening is provided for the passage
of the conveyer i line with each post by the
same and such posts having above the oifiset

portions upward extensions constituting ele-,

vated supports for the track-supporting- ap-
pliances; and the invention furthermore con-

~ment under the lug.

| sistsin ce1tain features and constructions, as

particularly pointed out hereinafter and cov-
ered in and by the claims.
Reference is to be had to the accom pa,nmnn'

drawings, in which—
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a portion-

of the trackway, one of the series of support-
ing-posts therefor, and the track-supporting
appliances. Fig. 21s a perspective view of
the upper-.porbian of one of the posts,on 4
larger scale, illustrating the take-up devices
for the longitudinally-extending support-ca-
ble. . Figs. 3, 4, and 5 represent desirable

forms of trackways which may be used in

my improved apparatus, the same having
characteristics and a,ppha,nees 11ere1naftel re-
ferred to.

“In the drawings, A represents one of the
pds’ts, of whiech, as manifest, a series will be
provided alongthe street atsuitableintervals,
asrequired. KEach posthasanofiset portion 40,
as produced by the two approximately right-

angular bends 42, to give the clear space just
below the trackway B for the free passage
of the conveyer C, which may have a motor
I D for its pmpulsmn taking its driving-cur-

rent from a feed-conductor, which may be
provided through the tmekway itself or

‘through a feed-wue adjacent thereto, or the

conveyel may be propelled by a constantly-
ranning cable, both of which means of propul-
sion are illustrated in the aforesaid patent.

The post has above the offset portion 40 the

upwardly extending post extension 43, hav-

ing in its upper extremity the recess 44 in
‘which are journaled the double sheaves45 45

and below said recess 44 the post extension is
provided with the opposmely-dlsposed lugs

46 46.
The suspension- cable 57 has one end pOI‘tIOIl

is threaded and forms part of the tur nbuckle

| 48,the otherthreadedrod 49, whichisthreaded

at both 1its ends, being sqrew-enga,ged with
the turnbuckle and also engaged through

the aforesaid lug 46 of the post extension, a

confining-nut 50 being provided screwing on
the rod member 49 and having an engage-
The cable 57, extend-

ing from the turnbuekle, passes over -the
sheave, and in a catenary line has a half-turn
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thereof 58 connected to a member 47, which
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~ around one of the sheaves 45 in thenext post, | run suspended from the trackway may pass

its end being similarly connected through the

turnbuckle applmnce with the lug of %ueh
post.

The track B is at suitable mtelvals em-
braced by the clips 55, each of a form suit-

~ ably corresponding to the track, and each is
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provided at its top with an eye 58. The de-
pending connections 56, the upper ends of
which are connected with the longitudinal
cables 57, have supporting connections with
the eyes 53 of said clips, and said depending
connections comprise double wires or rods
the approached ends of which are screw-
threaded and have therewith connected the
turnbuckles 60. Kach post extension 43 just
above the level of the trackway has the hori-
zontally-extended lug 62, through which is
inserted the upper extremity of a threaded
rod which engages the eye of the adjacent
track-supporting c¢lip 55, confining-nuts 64
being provided. |

The leveling of the trackway. may be, as
manifest, done hoth at the time of msﬁ&lhnﬂ‘
the planb and at various times thereafter as
oceasion may require by operating the turn-
buckles 48 for the longitudinal cables and by

operating the turnbuckles 60 for the indi-

vidual depending track-supports 56.

I may employ as the overhead-trolley track
one having the form of a tube constructed
with a bottom median slotway 65 and with
trough-like longitudinal runner-ways 66 66
at both sides of the slotway, in which may
run double wheels of a trolley from which
the motor is suspended. This tubular form

- of trackway may be made of a cross-sectional

40

form which comprises a median loop 54 atits
top, which will greatly strengthen the track
and stiffen it lonn'ltudmally (See Fig. 4.)
The track may advantageously have the con-
struetion and cross-sectional form illustrated
in Fig. 5, the same being made of two strips
of sheet metal each havmw a flat upper por-
tion 68, the outwmdly-bent portion 69, the
downwardly bent portion 70, and the in-
wardly under-turned runner- formln o portion

.72, two of these like bent strips havmw the

‘portion 68 thereof placed facewise in oontaet

andriveted ﬁrmly together. Thesaid united

- portions 68 in addltmn to having the capa-
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bilities of materially stren n'thenmcr the track,
especially longitudinally, and producmﬂ' an
efficient track cheaply and easily, further-
more by the simple perforations 73 afford
attachment means for the depending sup-
ports o0.

Having thus described my invention, what
I céalm and desire to secure by Lettels Pat-
ent, is—

1. In a track-supporting apparatus, of the

~ character indicated herein, a post having an

offset portion 40, and thereabove a post ex-
tension, combmed with a trackway, having
its p051t10n adjacent an upper part of the smd
ofiset portion 40, whereby the conveyver to

unobstructedly through the space within said
offset portion of the post, longitudinal flexi-
ble supportsextending from post to post, and
depending connections between the latterand
the track.

. The posts having in the uppe1 exten-
51011 thereof sheaves 45 mounted to freely
turn and provided with lugs 46, of the longi-
tudinal cables, end portions of which are
passed around the sheaves, and have connec-
tions with turnbuckles which are also con-
nected with the said post -lags.

3. The posts having in the upper extended
portion thereof, recesses 44 and double
sheaves mounted and freely rotatable there-
in, and provided with the lugs 46, of the ca-
bles 57, the end portions of which are passed.
around the sheaves in opposite directions,
the trackway having supporting-eyes at its
top and turnbuckles comprised in depending
connections between intermediate parts of
the longitudinal cables, and said track-sup-
porting eyes and the turnbuckles 48, 48, hav-
ing connections with the extremities of the
longitudinal cables, and the post-lugs 40, 46.

4, The posts A having the double bends 4.2,
42, and intermediate offset portion 40,and the
upper post extension 43 provided near the
upper bend 42 with the angualarly-extended
lug 62, combined with the longitudinal ca-
bles supported from the upper portions of
the posts, and having depending track-sup-
porting connections, and screw-rods confined
in, and depending below, the lugs 62, and
having supporting connection with the track,
serving to steady the latter adjacent the posts.

5. Thetrackway of tubular form having an
underneath median slotway, and havmg a
connected top eye, and the postshaving from
their npward extensions, thelongitudinal ca-
bles and the depending track-supporting con-

nections 56, the lower ends of which are con-

nected with each of the eyes at the top of the
track.

6. The trackway of tubular form having an
underneath median slotway, and having an
embracing-clip 55, provided at its top with
an eye, of the posts having upward post ex-
tensions, thelongitudinal cables and depend-
ing track - supporting connections 56, the
lower ends of whichare connected with each
of the eyes provided at the top of the track.

7. Track - suspension appliances, and the
track constructed asfollows: the post A hav-

. Ing the ofiset portion 40 and the upward post

extension having in its upper extremity the
recess 44, therebelow the opposite lugs 46,
and also the lugs 62, the double sheaves 45,
45, 1n the recess, the longitudinal cable 67,
end portions of which are passed around the
sheaves, the double rods 47, 49, threaded and
united by turnbuckles, one of each rod hav-
ing connection with the end of the cable, and
the other having a confining engagement
‘with a post-lug 46, and the trackway having
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- the clips 55, plowded with the eyes 58 the | of the track adjacent the post substautlally
dependlnﬂ‘conneetlons 56 having connections | as described. 10
with said eyes, and supported by the longi- | Signedbymeat Sprmgﬁeld Massachusetts,
tudinal cables, and intermediately prowded’ | tl:us 21513 dav of June, 1901. |

with turnbuckles, rods 63 having support- " GEORGE A. OWEN
ing connections with the post-lugs 62, and de- Wltnesses | |
| pendmﬂ* therebelow, and havlnﬂf a-supporting W S. BELLOWS

and steadying connection with the portion | = M. A. CAMPBELL.
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