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-~ INDEX-CARD FOR DUPLICATE WHIST.
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' - Bppliostion fled April 65,1801, Serlal No. 64,456, (Nomodel) ' '

To all iwhomy it .'??’Z/_t'?{;y conceri:
Be it known that I, CHARLES W. NEELY, a

~ itizen of the United States, residing at Phila-

-2

~delphia, in the county of Philadelphia and

State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new
and useful System of Index-Cards for Dupli-
cate Whist, to be called the ‘“Simplex Sys-
tem,” of which the following is a specification.
- Briefly stated, the object of the invention
18 to provide a simple, compact, and useful
system of colored index-cards by which in
the game of duplicate whist the four whist-

- hands (thirteen cards each) of each of a num-

ber of packs of playing-cards may be distrib-

13 uted to the players for the original play and

- . properly redistributed for the duplicate play.

""""

For each pack of playing-cards there are four
index-cards, one for each player. The index-

cards are of any four different colors, prefer- |

ably red, white, blue, as hereinafter explained,
and any fourth color, and they are of the

~ same size and shape as the playing-cards,
- usually two and one-half by three and one-
~ half inches. Each index-card is of one color

o on the face.

The back, however, is of a dif-

- ferent color, so that for the duplicate play the

whist-hands are shifted either to the right or
to the left. The players are indicated by

~ colors, each player taking the index-cards of
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one and the same color for each and every
pack of playing-cards and for both the origi-
nal and the duplicate play. On the face of
each of the fourindex-cards belonging to each
pack of playing-cards is printed the number
of the pack and on one of the four a star is
printed to indlcate the lead. On the back
there 1s no printing except the star to indi-
cate the lead on the duplicate play. The in-
dex-cards are attached to the playing-cards
by rubber bands. = o

As the index-cards are colored I have uSed

' throughout the ‘drawings vertical ruling to
Indicate red, a plain surface for white, hori-
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ruling for brown.
Figure 1illustrates th

" zontal ruling for blue, and double diagonal

e position of the play-

ers at thetable, ““Red” and ‘“Blue” being part-
ners against ‘“ White” and ‘“Brown.” Figs.
- 2, 3, 4, and 5 1n the upper part illustrate the
face and in the lower part the back of each of
the four index-cards for the first of a number

'.]

of pa'cks of piaying-cafds, the number ¢ 1” be-
Ing printed on theface of each card. The star
appears on the first card, both on its red face

and its white back, and indicates the players 535 -

who lead on the original and the duplicate
plays, respectively. Figs. 6,7, 8, and 9illus-

trate similarly the faces and backs of the in-

dex-cards for the second pack of playing-
cards. "The index-cards for pack No. 3 are
the same as those for pack No. 1 except that
the number ¢“3” is substituted for the num-
ber ‘17 and the star is on the card with the
blue face and the brown back. The index-
cards for pack No. 4 are the same as those for
pack No. 2 except as to the number thereon
and the fact that the star is on the card with

6o

the brown face and the blue back. The in-

dex-cards for the subsequent packs, while
they do not follow in precisely the same or-
der as to colors, are arranged in substantially
the same manner. Fig. 10 is the score-card.

Any number of packs of playing -ecards

may be used. When the number is deter-
mined for any given play, the cards are all
dealt before play begins.

The first pack is

7@
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divided ordealt into four parts or whist-hands

of thirteen (13) cards each. To each part is
attached by a rubber band, face or numbered
side up, one of the index-cards with the num-

ber ¢“1” thereon, and a fifth rubber band

binds together the four hands of that pack.
The next pack is similarly divided or dealt,
and the index-cards numbered ‘2" are simi-

larly attached, and so on until the dealing is

completed. The trump-suit is agreed upon
and remains the same during the entire play.
The player selected to distribute: the cards
is preferably designated by ‘“Brown,” who
therefore takes up pack No. 1 and passes the

four whist-hands around to the left, as usual,.

30

and in the order of the national colors, red,

white, blue, (an order easily remembered,)
taking for himself the band to which the
brown index-card iz attached. The index-
cards are laid on the table face up. The star

indicates the player who leads, the play fol-

lowing to the left, as usual. The playing-
cards are not mixed or playved to the center
of the table, but each player lays his card in
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front of him face up until the fourhave played

and the winner of the trick is.determined;
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Each player then turns his eardé of that trick
face down, vertically to the winners, horizon-
tally to the losers. 'I'he second trick is then
played and similarly turned down on the first
and, as before, vertically to the winners, hori-
zontally to the losers, and so on for all of the
cards in the pack. The number of tricks
taken by ‘“ Red ”and ‘* Blue” is thenrecorded
on the score-card in the column headed by
the players ‘“Red” and ‘‘ Blue” opposite No.
1 and will equal the number of cards which
““Red” and ‘*Blue” have each plaged verti-
cally in front of them and on which all of the
four players will have a check. In case of
dispute the trick or tricks which any player
has placed incorrectly may be readily located.

Each player takes up his thirteen cards, places
his index-card on them face or numbered side
down, and binds them with a rubber band.

A ﬁfth rubber band is again placed around
the entire pack, and it is set aside until the
original play of all the packs is completed.

The second pack is then taken up, the hands
distributed, played, and the number of tricks
taken by ¢ Red” and ‘“Blue” ig scored as be-
fore, and similarly for as many packs as are
used. The duplicate play then commences.

Anypackistakenupatrandom. Itsnumberis
not known. Asbefore, ‘““ Brown” distributes
the four hands to the left ‘““Red,” ““White,”

““Blue,” again taking. for himself the hand

to which the brown 1ndex card is attached.

“Thus the index-cards which any one player

receives during the entire sitting for both the
original and the duplicate play will always
be bhe same color; so that there can be no mis-
understanding or confusion as to the proper
whist-hand of any pack which he should re-
ceive. The index - cards are removed and
placed face down on the table, the players hav-
ing no right to look at the face. Thenumber

 of the pack which is being played is therefore

45

unknown, and consequently the score which
“Red” and ““Blue” made with that pack is
also unknown. The play proceeds as on the
original. The cards, similarly, by their posi-
tlon mark the winners of each trick, and when
the thirteen tricks have been pla,yed the num-

“ber of the pack is ascertained by examining

the face of the index-cards, the number of

tricks taken by ¢ White” and “Brown” de-

95

termined and entered on the score-card in the
column headed by the players * White ” and
‘““ Brown” opposite the number of the pack,

and when compared with the number of tricks |

taken by ¢ Red” and ‘*Blue” on the original
play of the same pack the difference will be
the gain by either side, which gain is then re-

- GOT ded on the score-card in t,he proper ¢column

60
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under the heading ¢ Gain.” W hen the dupli-
cate play is eoncluded the totals of the score-
card will show the 1esalt of the contest.
Many good whist-players object to dupli-
cate whist from the fact that when playing
over the hands the second time the cards are

erence to the drawings.
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wholly removed in the simplex system by so

shifting the colors that on the duplicate play
it 1s 1mposs:tble for a player 10 know which of
his opponents held his hand on the original
play. This feature is of considerable impor-
tance and can be better explained by a ref-
Thus on the dupli-
cate play of pack No. 1 (see Fig. 2) ** White”
holds the cards which his rlght -hand oppo-

| nent (‘°Red”) held on the original play, but

on the duplicate play of pack No. 2 ) (see Fig.

8) ““White” holds the cards which his left-
hand opponent (“ Blue”) held on the original
play.

While colors and numbers have pr eferably
been used in this specification, the same ob-
ject may be attained by using a device or
character instead of a color and a letter in-
stead of a number; but the essential features
of the invention are, first, that the same color,
device, or character shall not appear on both
the face and the back of the same index-card;
second, that the number or letter shall appear
on the face of the index-card only and not on
its back; third, that the color, device, or char-
acter on the back of the index-card shall be

| such as to shift the whist-hands for the du-

plicate play at one time to the right and at an-
other to the left and not in a constant and
regular rotation in one and the same direc-
tion; fourth, that the colors, devices, or char-
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acters shall be so arranged thaf, assuming

the number of packs used to be four or & mul—
tiple thereof, each player shall have the same
number of leads which number shall be the
same for both the original and the duplicate
play: fifth, that the colors, devices; or charac-

ters shall be so arranged that if the number of

packs used shall not be four or a multiple

thereof any two partners in the duplicate play

will have the same number of leads as their
adversaries had on the original play; sixth,
that forthesakeof snnphclty the word ““ Deal ”

| or ““Dealer” is entirely omitted from the in-

dex-cards as unnecessary, the star always in-
dicating the leader. Also the double-score
record (that for both sides) for both the origi-
nal and duplicate plays is unnecessary, as a
comparison of thescoreof oneside on the origi-

-nal play with the score of the other side on

the duplicate play will give correct results. -
I therefore claim as my invention and de-

sire to secure by Letters Patent—

1. A set of colored index-cards for separat-
ing the four whist-hands of a pack of playing-
cards in the game of duplicate whist, com-
prising an index-card for each player, the
faces and backs being so colored that the face
of each card has the same color as the back
of another whereby the hands of the respec-
tive playersareindicated for the original play
and - shifted to the opponents for the dupli-
cate play, substantially as described.

2. In combination a series of sets of col-
ored index-cards for duplicate whist compris-

remembered; but this objection is almost i ing four index-cards for each pack of play-
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mn'-ca,rds used mth an a,ppr()pmate charae- na,me to this spemﬁcatwn in the presence of
ter on the face of each index-card to 1dent1fy two subscume' Wltnesses. L |
the pack to which it belongs and an appro-|

~priate character on the face and back of one | g CHARLES ‘V NEELY
5 of the four index-cards of each set to mdleate . Witnesses: |
the lead, substantially as desecribed. 1 JaAs. F. SMYTH, |
- HARRY B. RUMRILLa

In testlmony wheleof T have signed- my

-
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