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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES LEWIS EM-
MONS, & citizen of the United States, residing
at Cranford, in the county of Union and State
of New Jersey, haveinvented certain new and
useiul Improvements in Mechanical Musical
Instruments, of which the following isa speci-
fication. o o

My invention relatesto mechanical musical
instruments, and particularly to that class of
mechanical musical instruments comprising
a perforated music-sheet which travels over
a tracker-board. . B |

The object of my invention is to prevent
from being heard the noise or sound produced
by the passage of the musie-sheet over the
tracker-board and the winding of the music-
sheet from one roll onto another. |

I will describe a mechanical musical in-
strument embodying my invention and then
point out the novel features thereof in the
claims. | | |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a vertical transverse section of a portion of a
mechanical musical instrument embodying
my invention. Fig. 2 is a front elevational
view of the instrument shown in Fig. 1, and
Kig. 3 is a detail sectional view and drawn to
a larger scale than Figs: 1 and 2. |

Similar letters of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

The mechanical musical instrument repre-
sented in the drawings is in the form of a
pianola. ' o |

A represents a portion of the casing of the
planola, and A’ the usual space or recess
which is provided for the spools B B’ of the
music-sheet,the tracker-board B? and the con-
trolling-levers B?® of several mechanisms com-
prised in the instrument. These parts and
their operation are so well known that they
will not be described further.,

C represents a cover, preferably of some
transparent material—as, for example, cellu-
loid—which is adapted to close that portion

of the space or opening A’ in which the two'
spools B B and the tracker-board are located. I

curved top A~

| This cover is in addition to the usual folding

cover for the space orrecess A'. Forconven-
ience in using the cover C it is here shown as
being adapted to be slid into and out of its
position over the rolls and tracker-board.
T'he cover C is also shown as being arched in
transverse section, and this is done in order

. As here
shown, the cover C slides over a vertical wall
¢ of the space A’ and underneath the curved
top A?of the instrument. In Fig. 2 the covet
IS shown as being partly underneath the
f Kach longitudinal edge of
the cover C (see Fig. 8) is provided with &
metal or other strip ¢', and these strips, to-
gether with the edges of the cover, fit in mor-
tise grooves c*, provided in supports ¢. ODb-
viously the strips ¢’ may be dispensed with.
- c*represents a strip provided on a trans-
verse edge of the cover and constituting a
flange. - This flange may serve-as a means by
which the cover may be slid into and out of
position from over the rolls and tracker-board.
It is obvious that the flange may be made
from the material of the cover.

It will be observed that when the cover is
over the rolls and tracker-board any noise or
sound that may be produced by the passage
of the music-sheet over the tracker-board or
its winding from one spool onto the other will

not be heard. As the cover is of transparent

material, the music-sheet and rolls may be
easily seen. | o

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new is— | |

1. In a mechanical musical instrument the
combination of a casing having a recess, mu-
sic-spools and a tracker-board located in said
recess; a pair of supporfs also provided in
sald recess and extending longitudinally

thereof; and a transparent cover having two

opposite edges in engagement with said sup-
ports and adapted to be slid therealong.
2. In a mechanical musical instrument the

‘combination of a casing having a recess, mu-

sic-spools and a tracker-board located in said

50

| to have it accommodate itself to the shape of 55
| the opening in which it slides.
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recess, a pair of grooved supports also pro- |
vided in sald recess and extending longitudi-
nally thereof, a transparent cover having two
opposite edges fitting in the grooves of said
supports and means for retaining said edges
in the said grooves. ’

In testimony wheveof 1 have signed my |

i

name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

CHARLES LEWIS EMMONS.

Witnesses ;
Gro. Ii. CrRUSE,
Jos. P, McLDuw,
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