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(No mndel)

Zo all whom Lt mag J concern : -
~ Beit known that I, WILLIAM B. ANDERbON

“a citizen of the Un 1ted States, and a resident
of Pontiac, in the county of Oakland and State
of Michigan, have made a, certainnew and use-
ful Inventlon in Account-Files; and I declare

' | '_the followmtr to be a full clea,l and exact de-

L |  {e

make and use the mventmn ref erence bemﬂ'

©had to the accompanying. dmwmws, and to
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| WOlk as heremaftel set forth

letters of reference marked theleon Whmh-

form a pmt of this Spemﬁcatlon
‘Figure 1is a plan view of my file-box open.

Fig. 2 is a cross-section of the same filled and:
e elosed Fig. 3is aperspectwe view of the file-
o ._bo‘{ closed and half-filled. T'ig. 4 is a face’
 view of the file-slip. Tig. 5 isa face view of:-
‘one of the mdex-calds | e

The invention-has relation to aecountmg, :
and 113 eonmsts in the. 110ve1 construction a,nd-'-- |

In ‘retml business; especlally the 01d1uary’

method of keeping the record of transactions |
- andmakingand receipting statements or bills-|.s
- entails con51demble labor and is regarded as {8

. _'bemn'deﬁcxentm aceuracy, completeness and{,'.
faeility. Inmyinvention I have designed to
remedy these defects, while providing for the:
accounting depmtment an. aceount - ﬁle of {1

-_neat and cred1table appearanee

35

In the accompanying drawings, 1llustratmw"

‘the invention, the letter designates th o ﬁle-f'
box b the mdex, and ¢ the

le slip.
The file-box a consists of two p&rts a lower

and an upper part, which are usually con-
-nected at the back by a hinge device in such
‘wise that they can be opened like a hinged-

cover box, the top part d and the bottom pmt
e being preferably of the same depth, so that

~when opened the two parts will rest on the

same level.

- are of sm:ulal or twin formation, being cut

away in frontin such’'a manner as to pr 0V1de
an opening f, which is bounded at the ends

by corner posts or bearings g. These later-

| ally—plojectlnﬂ*corner posts or bearings of the

e

base and cover abut an*amst or remstel with
each other when the bo*: is closed in an exact
manner, so as to form a continuous bearing

in the (3011161 hom the top to the bottom of letter, reachmg at once the ﬁle-shp of tlns_

||||||||||

| 7. which extend f rom end to end of the box-—
”cha,mber and are formed with extensions % on
~oneside corr esponding to the front of the box,

-such extensions being shorter than:the main
.bodyof-the.card, so. tha,t they.projectinto the

| opemnwfof the box between the corner-bear-

ings, when they are visible in said’opening.
The index-cards therefore fit the chambel of

‘the box neatly butina Suﬂlclenﬂy easy man-
ner to enable tllem to move or be moved up or

% of the: cards are dlffel entla,ted in len oth and
are marked with the letters ofthe alphabet' o
‘in a manner snmlm to the ordinary alphabet-
.index.of a boc}k Between .the ‘index-cards

and in proper relative position according to

- Iletter are placed the file-slips oraccount- slms
¢, on which are the statements of the trans-
"actmns with the customers to whom credit is
h | -given, thefile-slipsor statements being posted
1 or copied from the daj book or sales- shps of
| the salesman. X

Laeh ﬁle sllp LODbIStb of an aceount-ruled |

or sheet lisa pelfm atedline p, ettendmw ver-
tically along the sheet.

At the-upper end of -
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thls extenswn whwh is usually qmte narrow

‘The cover part and the base part

.....

:-":;:jof the main sheet and in . addltlon to the

ordinary account-r ulm o is provided on the ex-

| tension-strip, which I teu:n and use as my

““ledger-strip,” a column ¢, which is headed by
the tor m ‘‘ Book-page,” an(l serves Tor record-

ing the pages of the day-book on which the
1temlzed aecouuts of the sums recorded on

the extension or ledger strip are to be found.
In this manner is pr 0V1ded a simple means of

keepmcr records and rendering statements, =

‘which is designed to be accur ate neat, of easy

reference, aud complete.
The itemized statements or.file-slips there-

':of are placed in the file-box between the in-
_,_dex—cmds in accordance with' the lettels of.

‘the surnames of said customers.

“When a

‘customer calls for his bill, to see‘it so to pay
it, or a portion of it, the clerk simply opens

the file-box and mdex therein at the proper
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customer. If he pays the .b'ill, the extension
or ledger strip is separated therefrom, the

‘main statement receipted and handed to the

customer, the extension-strip also receipted

and filed away for reference. If he pays a
portion of the bill, the amount paid is eredited
on the main sheet and on the extension-strip,

and the latter being removed and placed back
in the index-file the former is handed to the

customer. As thestatement is duplicated in
amounts on the extension, the record is kept

‘1ndependent of the day-book, with reference

to the day-book for items. .

The account-file is practically a cased book
with movable index-strips holding the file-
stripsin order. Theindex-alphabetisalways
visible at the opening of the box, and when
the box is opened the index-cards hold their

-relative places in each part of the box, easy

- 20
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reference being made thereto, because of their

movable nature, there being no clamp or
cords or wires through apertures or other
fastenings. As the file-strips are made of
about the same width as the index-cards, ex-
clusive of the lettered extension, they are en-
tirely hidden or closed off from the visible
letter-index of said cards, and said file-slips

“being as long or nearly as long as the index-

cards they are held in the chamber of the

30 file-box and are not liable to become exposed
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or lost through the front opening. |

It is believed that this account-file will pro-
vide an acceptable device for keeping state-
ments and records of retail transactions in a
neat and accurate manner and so that easy
reference may be quickly made at any time
to the account of any customer for exhibition,
statement, or settlement.

The corner-notches of the series of index- |

cards are each of the same dimensions, and
being located at the forward or index side of
the card, at which side the card is notched

for the letter extension thereof, do not de- |

698,350

stroy the integrity of the body of the ecard,

which is thus stronger and less likely to be- 45

come torn or injured in use and-is also of
betterappearance. Thesecorner-notches are

bounded on one side by the outer edge of the

card proper and on the other side by the let-
ter extension.

T'he corner-posts of the file-box are adapted
to engage the letter-extension notches of the
index-card, and the interior of the box is en-
tirely unobstructed, whereby the box may be
entirely filled with file-slips. | |

Ilaving described this invention, what I
claim, and desire tosecure by Letters Patent,
Is— - : |
1. A file-box open at one side, and having
1ts interior entirely unobstructed, and com-
posed of the two twin hinged sections, having
laterally - offset corner posts or abutments
adapted to completely fill or engage letter-ex-
tension notches of index-cards, and register-
ing when the box is closed, substantially as

specified.

2. The combination with the index-cards,

each of which has a eorner-notch at the for-

ward or index side thereof, such notches being

of the same dimensions, and being bounded

on one side by the outer edge of the card
proper, and on the other side by the letter
extension, of the file-box, such box being
open at one side, and consisting of the two
twin sections having laterally-offset corner
posts or abutments at such open sideée, and of
a thickness or inner extent equal to the width
of the letter extension of the index-eard, said

- posts registering when the box is c¢losed, sub-

stantially as specified.

In testimony whereof I af
In presence of two witnesses. |
W. B. ANDERSON.

T

X my signature

Wit.u'esses: o
C. E. WALDO,
| B J. GREER.

50

95

60

70

75

3o



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

