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To ail whom it may concerrn: _
Beitknown thatl, GEORGE K. ADAMS,a ¢iti-

zen of the United States, residing at New Brit-

ain, in the county of Hartford, State of Con-

| neetlcut have invented certmn new and use-

ful Imprevements in Metallic Envelop-Clo-
sures; and I do hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact deseription of the

same, reference being had to the accompany-

ing drawings, forming a part of this specifi-
cation, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon. |

This  invention relates to an 1mp1eved
means for securing the flaps of sample-en-
velops or similar 1eeeptaeles the objects of
the invention beingto provide a deviee which
will lie flat without inereasing the thickness
of the envelop to a material extent and which

‘shall have a maximum efficiency as a secur-

ing means and require a minimum etfort to
secure or release the same.

A further object of the invention is to pro-

duce a device which may be applied to en-
velopns or packages adapted to be stacked in
flat condition before use, so as to facilitate

‘handling and storage.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Kigure 1 is a front elevation of a section of
an envelop with the flap secured by a fastener
embodying my present improvements. Fig.
2 is a section on the line x .  Fig. 3isa per-
spective view of the fastener before its ap-
plication to the envelop. Fig. 41is a side ele-
vation of the fastener applied to an envelop
and with the prongs turned up ready to be
passed through the codperating eyelet or flap.

Tike letters of reference 1efer to same parts

figures.

The body of the envelop or reeepta,ele is in-
dicated by the letter A, while the closing-flap
1s Indicated by the letter B, such parts being
of any usual or preferred type—as, for in-
stance, the ordinarysample-mailing envelops

adapted to be opened for inspection by the

post-office authorities. The flap may be pro-
vided with a strengthening-eyelet , although
this is desirable only where greater strengtb
1s required than would be efforded by the
material constituting the flap itself were the
prongsof the fastener pa,ssed directly through
the same.

The fastener itself consists of a body por- |

cured to the envelop by an eyeletin

such pelntq

tion in the_form of an eyelet.adapted t0 be se-

ratus of any approved pattern, while on op-
posite sides the flange of the eyelet is extend-

edintheformofoppositely-projecting prongs,
the flange of the eyelet and base of the prongs

being cut away to form reduced portions in
which the bending will take place, thereby

g appa-
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permitting the outer portions of the prongs

| to remain practieally straight, so as to lie flat

against the envelop both befm e and after the
ﬂap 13 secured.

The letter D indicates the body of the eye-
let, d the flange thereof, and K K'the prongs

foxmmw extensions of the flange on opposite

sides of the eyelet and projeeting in opposite
directions. At the base of each prong the
flange d is recessed or cut away at e, said re-
cesses extending into the prongs, theleby 1e-
ducing the size and strength of the prongs at

prongs are bent the bending takes place in

such reduced portions, leaving the body of-

the prongs straight, and when the prongs are

By this construction when the
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bent out parallel with each other, as in Fig. -

4, they lie within the outer edgeof the flange

of the eyelet and the said flange may be

pushed up close to the flap or seated against

8::»_'

or within the codperating eyelet, thereby ma-
terially reducing the combined thickness of

the parts.

reduced portions of the prongs, thereby draw-

When turned down into fastened
position, the bending still takes place in the

ing the parts firmly together, and by reason

of the prongs being on opposwe sides of their
eyelet the two eyelets are held in alinement
and no looseness is permitted, as 1s the case
when the prongs eplmn* from points elose to-
cether.

Ilaving thus desm ibed my mventlon, what
I claim ag new, and dee1re to secure by Letters
Patent, is—-

1. An improved en ve10p fastenel consist-
ing of an eyelet having a flange with two
prongs formed integral with said flange but
located on opposite sides of the eyelet and
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projecting in opposite directions in the same

plane as the flange of the eyelet, said eyelet
being adapted to be secured to the body of
the.envelop under its closing-flap with the

ICO

prongs lying flat against the outer face of the

envelop; snbstantially as deseribed.
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9. An 1mpreved envelop- fastener consist- 'floeated on 0pp051te sides of the eyelet and

ing of an eyelet having a flange with two
s formed integral with- s.:ud flange but

located on opnoswe sides of the eyelet and
projecting in opposite directions, the flange
of the eyelet and base of the plOIl“'S bemo'

- cut to reduce the base of the prongs and ex-

tend said base within the circumference of-

- the flange, substantially as described.
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3. An 1mproved envelop-fastening consist-
ing of an eyelet having a flange with two

“prongs f01 med mteg al Wlth Smd flange but 1

projecting in opposite directions in the same
plane as the flange, the base of the prongs
extending within the circumference of the
flange of the eyelet, whereby when the prongs

I'SE

are bent up they will line within the circum-

 ference of the ﬂanwe, subs‘rantml]y as de-_

scrlbed
GEORGE E. ADAMS.
-Witnesses:
- SADIE L. FINNIGAN
- STANLEY PARKER.
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