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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMES N. CRABB, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Indian-
apolis, in the county of Marion and State of
Indiana, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Flexible-Shank Collar
and Cuff Buttons; andIdodeclare the follow-
Ing to bea full, clear, and exact description of
the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
tothe accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters and figures of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

This invention relates to devices for de-
tachably connecting garments or parts of gar-
ments together, such devices being known
generally as ‘‘collar-buttons” and *“ cuff-but-
tons,” being usnally distinguishable only by
mere proportions or shapes.

The object is to provide an improved de-
tachable button of the above-mentioned char-
acter with a fiexible shank or stem which may
be used with comfort to the wearer, which
will be adapted to conform to the conditions
Imposed upon such an article, be convenient
and durable in use, and be ornamental as
well as useful, and at the same time be ada pt-
ed to be inexpensively produced.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 is a
perspective view of a button constructed sub-
stantially in accordance with my invention;
Fig. 2, a view in elevation, showing the man-
ner in which the shank or stem may be flexed
as a cuff-button or as when inserting the but-
ton in the buttonholes therefor; Fig. 3, an
elevation view showing a type of button de-
signed to retain a necktie; Hig. 4, a view in

elevation, showing the manner in which the

shank or stem may be flexed while the head
and the base remain in parallel planes, as
when the buttonholes in two or more parts to
be connected are not opposite each other or
when the button is worn and is foreibly
pressed against the person; Fig. 5, a central
sectional view longitudinally of the stem,
showing the details of construction; and Hig,
0, a sectional view showing a button having
a fiexible stem connected fo two fragments
of fabric or parts of garments in which the

buttonholes are not opposite, the stem being |

flexed or bent to conform to the conditions.

!

Similar reference characters in the several
figures of the drawings indicate correspond-
ing parts. | | -

In carrying out my invention I form the
button in the various styles or shapes that
may be in use or preferred, and a designates

the button-head, b the base for the button,

and ¢ the shank connecting the head and
the base, the latter in some cases being of
the same diameter as the head and practi-
callyidenticalin functional qualities. When
designed as collar-buttons, the base is nsually

greater in diameter than the head; butwhen 3

designed as cuff-fasteners the head and the
base may be of the same diameter and prac-
tically become a pair of connected heads. In
one form the button-head ¢’ may be oblong,
having a short lip 1 at one side of the shank
cand alonger lip 2 at the opposite side of the
shanl.
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In construction the whole device is com- .

posed of material having the characteristics
of rubber,with stiff material embeddedin the
head and in the base, as in Fig. 5, ¢ being
the head,having the stiff practically-unyield-
ing core d, the shank ¢ being of flexible rub-
ber or of suitable flexible material joined in-
tegrally to the flange ¢ and the cap f of the
head, and b being the base, the flange i and
cap ¢ thereof joined integrally to the shank,
with the core ¢ embedded in the base. |
Theshankshould be of such degree of hard-
ness as to not sensibly elongate yet be capa-
ble of acting asa cushion under compression,
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and particularly it should be of such con-

sistency that it may bend laterally, Thein-
serted stiffening-pieces may be composed of
any suitable material, and in some cases they
may be dispensed with, as the head ¢ and the
base b may be entirely composed of the same
material integrally as the shank ¢ and har-
dened sufficiently to perform their required
funections. | |

In practical use the device may be employed
In many ways as are other similarly-shaped

buttons now so universally known, but with

the difference that the present device may be
manipulated with greater ease. It will pre-

ventinjury and discomfort to the wearer, espe-
cially as a rear collar-button, where it can-
not produce pain over the spinal column
when the button is forced toward the person,
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if they be shtted in suitable direction.

o

‘inasmuch as the shank ¢ may be distorted,

as in Fig. 6, drawing the parts S and 4 of the

ﬂ'a,rmenb with 1t,or playln ointhe buttonholes,
In

this figure the holes 5 and 6 are represented

- as bemg transversely of the slits and not sit-

uated oppositely, as frequently is the case in

- practice on account of incorrect measure-

10

“ments.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, IS—-

In a flexible button the eombmamou of the

T

897,812

‘hollow 'yleldmﬂ‘ base, tlle-u'nyieldinff core in

said hollow base extending nearly to the edge
thereof, the hollow yleldlnﬂ* head, the un-

}1eldmrr core in said hollow head extendmfr |

nearly to the edge thereof, and the shankat-

tached to said head and o sald base, sub

stantially as shown.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

n preeence of two witnesses.
| - d AMES N. CRABB

Witnesses:
‘WM. H. PAYNE,
K. T. SILVIUS.
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