No...697,778. o Patented Apr. 15, 1902.
A. P. BARNEY. '
WARDROBE. -

(Application filed Dec. 2, 1001i.,

(No Model.) ‘2 Sheets—Sheeot 1.

N \ . NN ______;_____-___._“_ ‘ ~ NN
M Ny N
9 | - — | |

N
. . N




No. 697,778, _  Patented Apr. I5, 1902,
'A. P. BARNEY. " -
~ WARDROBE.

(Application filed” Dec. 2, 1901.)
(No Model.)

2 Sheets—Sheet 2

SR
/ i /s

/ g //// |
SIS g
YAy 73/
/i
Ny

___ 7,
1 ,///'_‘./,.é
-t ROy /A
Q“ ,E i / / /" /‘:// . |
1 2L Y 2
B | | ',/:ﬁéﬁ' "SFB
I /2L
i | i N\

DANNETRENN

Lidy, " o
kfh} 1 ' *
F\ "*@'/ '
N\
)/

™~ :
D
% + g! Jr'
N

| &
S8

sﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmgzg N
“HEP RIS
N\ ﬂ‘“}'

IS PETERS CO, PHOTO-LITHO., WASHINGTON, b, €,




i0

20

25

R

PATENT OFFICE.

ALICE P. BARNEY, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

WARDROBE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 697,778, dated April 15, 1902.
’ Application filed December 2, 1901, Serial No, 84,468, (No model.)

To all whom it maiy concern:

Beit knownthatI, ALICE P. BARN EY, aciti-
zen of the United States, residing at the city
of Washington, in the District of Columbia,
haveinvented an Improvementin Ward robes,
of which the following is a specification.

The object of my invention is to devise 2
wardrobe convenient and accessible and at
the same time out of the way and in small
and confined quarters not taking up room
required for comfort or for other articles of
furniture.

My invention relates to an improvement in
wardrobes to be built against the celling of a
room, and thereby to utilize the upper and
heretofore unoccupied part of the room and
at the same time form a finish and the ap-
pearance of a paneled wood ceiling.

I prefer to provide aninverted-T support-
ing-beam placed transversely of the room and
supported in and by the side walls and to fit
the room with a wooden frame parallel with
the ceiling surrounding the room and form-
ing a border to the wardrobe devices, which
are hinged to and supported by the said beam
and which fit up against the said frame and
the ends of which opposite to the hinges are

- connected to said frame by a suitable sup-
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portingdevice. Iprefer toprovide the ward-
robes with channels in the sides receiving
channel-bars and to connect the channel-bars
to the hinges and also to spring devices, the
wardrobesbeinglongitudinally movable u pon
sald channel-bars, so that they slide thereon
as they are brought down from the ceiling,
theirlower ends advantageousl yresting upon
oor, where the wardrobes are accessible,
and I prefer, further, to employ devices con-
nected to the sides of the wardrobes and en-
gaging with the ends of the channel-bars by
which the wardrobes ean be moved upward
and longitudinally of the channel-bars previ-
ous to their being swung to place in the ceil-
ing-frame, all of which devices are herein-
after more particularly set forth.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is an inverted
plan representing my improvement in ward-
robes for ceilings. Fig. 2 is a vertical lon-
gitudinal section. Fig. 3 is a partial eleva-

tion and vertical longitudinal section repre-
senting by dotted lines the wardrobe as be-
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ing raised or lowered. Fig. 4 is a partial
transverse Section at « x of Fig. 3, and Fig.
o 1s a partial transverse section at y 7 of
Fig. 3. -

The inverted-T bar a, forming the main
support for the wardrobes, is advantageously
secured at its respective ends in and by the
side walls of a room, the same being con-
nected in any workmanlike manner.

b represents the parts forming a frame of
boards arranged parallel with the ceiling
around within the room and longitudinally
and transversely through and across the room
to provide for and conform to the four ward-
robes ¢, (illustrated in Fig. 1,) the transverse
member of the frame being connected to the
under side of the beam b and the other parts
of the frame being advantageously secured at
intervals to the side walls by angle-irons 2,
so that the said wooden frame is amply sup-
ported.
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¢ represonts the wardrobes, that are alike

and each comprising sides 3, ends 4, and a
bottom portion 5, which latter on the under
surface is paneled in any ornamental design
or configuration to impart the appearance of
a paneled wooden ceiling and which bottom
portion is of slightly-areater area than the
openings in the frame b, so as to overlap the
same and conceal the joint, Iprefer tomake
the frame slightly smaller than the room and
to place beneath the frame around the room
a plcture-molding to impart a further finish.

I provide undercut channels or slideways
of metal 6, let into the outer faces of the sides

| & of the wardrobes, made flush therewith and
secured theretoin any desired manner—such,

for instance, as by serews. (Shown in Figs. 3
and 4.) These slideways are made with end
enlargements. The channel-bars d, of corre-
sponding shape in cross-section with the un-
dercut slideways 6, are received therein, and
said channel-bars are each made with a
T-head member or end d’' and with a hub and
hinge-pin, which form part of the connecting-
hinges, the other parts comprising eyes and
straps 7, connected to the beam ¢ and engag-
ing the hinge-pins upon the T-head members
d’, and by these means the wardrobes are
pivotally connected to the supporting-beam a,
and they are movable longitudinally of and
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~upon the channel-bars ¢. I further provide
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brackets 8, seeured to the beam « and each
having two parts or plates with a transverse
square pin and between which parts a spring
9 is received, with- the inner convolution
connected to the transverse pin and the
end of the outer convolution connected to
a4 pin on the end of the member d’ distant
from the hinge. These brackets and spring
devices are all alike, and it will be apparent
that when the channel-bars and their trans-
verse members move downward upon the
hingesthespringsare strained and theirnatu-
ral tendency 1s to elevate the parts and re-
turn them to their normal position.

In the enlarged portions of the undercut:

channels 6 of each wardrobe I provide drums
10, with ratchet-and-pawl devices upon the
respective ends of the shaft 11, that passes
transversely across the free end of the ward-
robe, one or both ends of said shaft being
squared to receive the hub of a rotating han-
dle, and said drums are connected by steel
tapes or chains 13 with the adjacent ends of
the channel-bars d, so that presuming the

wardrobe occupies the dotted position, Fig. 3,

or a lower position and is ready to be ele-
vated the shaft 11, with the drums, is rotated
by means of the handle, and the steel tapes
are wound upon the drums, drawing the
wardrobe upward and longitudinally of the

channel-bars, and when the upper end of the !

wardrobe comes adjacent tothe T-head mem-
bers d’ of the channel-bars the wardrobe may
be pushed into the opening formed in the
frame 0, and ahand-operated and hook-ended
bolt e,provided for the purpose,may be turned
into the position Ifigs. 2 and 3, 80 as to engage
the adjacent edge of the wooden frame and
support the wardrobe in place.

I preferand haveshown by dotted lines, Fig.
3, that a metal plate may be let into the up-
per surface of the frame b to form a bearing
for the hook end of the bolt e, so that the
welght of the wardrobe will not injure the
wooden frame.

I claim as my invention—

1. Thecombination withasupporting-beam

placed transversely of a room and secured to
the walls thereof adjacent to the ceiling, a
frame extending around the room and located
adjacent to the ceiling, and means for secur-
ing the same in place, of a wardrobe device
or receptacle comprising sides, ends and a

bottom portion, and fitting within the space

bounded by sald beam and frame hinges for
connecting the wardrobe device at one end to
the supporting-beam, and means connected
to the other end and engaging the said frame
for supporting the wardrobe in a horizontal
position at the end opposite to the hinges,
substantially as set forth.

2. Thecombination withasupporting-beam
placed transversely of a room and secured to
the walls thereof adjacent to the ceiling, a
frame extending around the room and located
adjacent to the ceiling, and means for secur-
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ing the same in place, of a wardrobe device
or receptacle comprising sides, ends and a
bottom portion, hinges for connecting the
same ab one end to the supporting-beam,
means connected to the other end and engag-

ing the said frame for supporting the ward-

robe at the end opposite to the hinges, and
spring devices assisting in returning the
wardrobe device to and supporting the same
in a normally horizontal position, substan-
tially as set forth. |

3. Thecombination with asupporting-beam
placed transversely of a room and secured to
the walls thereof adjacent to the ceiling, a
frame extending around the room and located
adjacent to the ceiling, and means for secur-
ing the same in place, of a wardrobe device
or receptacle comprising sides, ends and a
bottom portion, hinges for connecting the
same at one end to the supporting-beam,
means connected to the otherend and engag-
ing the said frame for supporting the ward-
robe at the end opposite to the hinges, spring
devices assisting in returning the wardrobe
device to and supporting the same in a nor-
mally horizontal position, and means fon
imparting to the wardrobe or receptacle a
longitudinal movement simultaneocus with
the swinging movement, substantially as set

| forth.

4. A wardrobe device adapted to fit up
againstthe underside of the ceiling of a room,
comprising a supporting - beam secured Iin
place, a frame surrounding the sides of the
room and occupying a position parallel with
the ceiling, one or more wardrobe-receptacles
fitting within the frame, and devieces for hing-
ing the same at one end to the means of sup-
port and at the other end forremovably con-
necting the same to the frame, whereby the

‘under surfaces of the wardrobe devices and

the frame form a substitute for the celling,
substantially as set forth. |

5. The combination with an inverted-T
supporting-beam placed centrally and trans-
versely of a room and at its ends connected
to and supported by the side walls, of a frame
of boards parallel with the ceiling fitting
within the room and coming below the said
beam, means for supporting the said frame in

' place, wardrobe devices or receptacles each

:

comprising sides, ends and bottom portions
paneled, undercut channels or slideways in
the outer faces of the sides, channel-bars re-
ceived therein and provided with T-head

75

80

sle

95

100

105

110

115

I20

members at one end, hinges connecting said

members at one end with the inverted sup-
porting - beam, spring devices connected to
said beam and also to the other ends of said
T-head members, means secured to the other
ends of the wardrobe devices and connecting
with the free ends of the channel-bars for
longitudinally moving the wardrobe devices
with reference to the channel-bars whereby
said wardrobe devices may swing downward
and also longitudinally of the channel-bars
and may be returned to place and means for
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sultably supporting the wardrobe devices ! said beam and also to the other ends of said

with reference to the frame, substantially as

set forth.

6. The combination with an inverted-T
supporting-beam placed centrally and trans-
versely of a room and at its ends connected
toand supported by the side walls, of a frame
of boards parallel with the ceiling fitting
within the room, and coming below the said
beam, means for supporting the said frame in
place, wardrobe devices or receptacles each
comprising sides, ends and bottom portions

paneled, undercut channels or slideways in

the outer faces of the sides, channel-bars re-
ceived therein and provided with T-head
members at one end, hinges connecting said
members at one end with the inverted sup-
porting - beam, spring devices connected to

T-head members, a shaft placed transversely

of the wardrobe device at the opposite-end
and drams on the ends of said shaft, steel
tapes or equivalent devices connected at one
end to the free ends of the channel-bars and
at their other ends to said drums, means for
rotating the said shaft and drums and hold-
ing the same in position, and a device con-
nected to the wardrobe structure and adapt-
ed to engage the frame when the wardrobe is

elevated to position, substantially asset forth. -

Signed by me this 31st day of October, 1901.
' "ALICE P. BARNEY.
Withesses: |
A, C. BARNEY,
- KwWELL A. DIcx.
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