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Lo all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, LEROY VAN ScoYo0C, a

citizen of the United States, residing at Louis-

ville, in the county of Cass and State of Ne-
braska, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Fruit-Driers; and I do
declare the following to be a full, clear, and
exact deseription of the invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to which
it appertains to make and use the same.
‘The invention relates to fruit-driers.

The object of the invention is to provide a
frutt-drier which shall be simple of construc-
tion, durable in use, comparatively inexpen-
sive of production, and by means of which the
frult may be thoroughly dried and at the same
time be protected from flies and other insects
during the drying process.

With these and other objects in view the
Invention consists of certain novel features

of constructien, combination, and arrange-
ment of parts, which will be hereinafter more

fully described, and particularly pointed out
in the appended claim. '

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of myimproved fruit-drier.

1 |
|

|

Kig. 2is a vertical cross-sectional view. JFig, |

3isahorizontal sectional view. TFig. 4isa de-
tall perspective view of one of the fruit-trays.
Kig. 5 1s a fragmentary sectional view of two
tray-frames, illustrating the manner of con-
necting them together. |
Referring to the drawings; 1 denotes a suit-
able casing supported by legs 2 and having

located therein a heating-coil 3, which has
~one end connected with a heater 4 and the

other end arranged to exhaust the heat, as
shown at 5. | |
6 denotes the roof of the casing, the longi-

tudinal boards 7 of which are spaced apart to
~ afford ventilation.
also be provided to augment the ventilation.

A ventilator-stack 8 may

9 denotes a tray frame or casing, of which
there may be any number and. which are

adapted to be stacked one upon the other and |

- tobe held in this position and against lateral

50

movement by dowel-pins 9', fixed at the up-
per corners of each of said frames, and which
are adapted when the frames are stacked to
enter sockets 9%, provided thereforin the lower
corners of each of the said frames, as clearly
shown in Fig. 5 of the drawings, Thisstack

I

of frames or only one frame, if desired, is

placed upon the casing 1 above the heating-

coil 3and adapted to be held thereon by dowel-.
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pins-on the upper corners of the casing 1 in -

the same manner in which the tray-frames
are held together. | |

After the required number of tray-frames
have been stacked upon the casing 1 the roof-
section 6 is placed upon the top of the stack
and held thereon by the dowel-pinsof the up-
per tray-frame entering sockets provided
therefor in the lower corners of the sides of
the roof-section. | |

It will thus be seen that by this construe-
tion an unlimited number of tray-frame sec-
tions may be used and the capacity of the
drier be increased or diminished at will.

The tray-frames 9 consist of an open rec-
tangular frame, the top and
which are covered with a fine-mesh wire
screen. Within this frame and adapted fo
slide between the top and bottom screens is
a tray or drawer 10, having a foraminous or
coarse-mesh wire-netting bottom, upon which
18 placed the fruit or other produce to be
dried. It will thus be seen that when the

drawer or tray 10 is pushed to its closed po-

sition between the upper and lower screens
of the frame 9 that the fruit thereon is en-

tirely protected from flies or other insects.

bottom sides of -

6o
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It will also be seen that when it is desired to

replace the finished or dried fruit with a fresh

supplyin any of the frames all that is neces-
sary 18 to withdraw the tray to be replenished
without disturbing the frame-stack at all.

IFarthermore, the trays may be conveniently

Interchanged during the process of drying,
| thereby greatly expediting the same. =

" )

From the foregoing description, taken in -

connection with the accompanying drawings,

the construction, mode of operation, and ad-

vantages of my invention will be readily un-

explanation. |

derstood without requiring a more extended

Various changes in the form, proportion,

and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-

ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of

this invention.
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Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, 18—
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Ina fruit-drier, the combination with acas-| 1In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

ing consisting of upper and lower sections, of | my hand in presence of two subscribing wit- 10
aninterposed screen-section having apin-and- | nesses.
socket connection with the upper and lower | I | NA

5 casing-sections, said sereen-section embody- | | _ LEROY VAN 500YOC.
ingthreesuperposed screens,theintermediate Witnesses: -
one of which is 1emova,ble, substantlally as  GEO. H. WoO0D, o B .
set forlsh - | PERCY W. AGNEW. | 3
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