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To all whom it may conceriv:

Beitknownthatwe, JOSEPHJ. WALTER and
JOHN S. BROCKERT, citizens of the United
States, residing at Wapakoneta, in the county
of Auglaize and State of Ohio, have invented
a new and useful Garment, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in

knitted undergarments, and particularly to

that class of knitted undergarments known
as ‘‘union” undergarments; and the objectis

to so form such a garment that it may be very

conveniently and readily placed upon or re-
moved from the body of the wearer and also
S0 as to permit ready access to the breast in
nursing without inconvenience or undue ex-

A further object is to so form a garment of
the class specified that the elasticity of the
same is increased at the neck-opening and in
which the general appearance and fit of the
whole garment are improved. o

With the above objects in view the inven-
tion consists in the novel features of construec-
tion hereinafter fully described, particularly

trated by the accompanying drawings, in
which— - - _ '
Figurelisa frontview of the garment upon

‘the body of the wearer; Fig. 2, a similar view
- showing the garment open for removal, and

Kig. 3 a similar view showing one side of the

- upper portion of the garmentopen for nursing.

35

40

a5

Referring now more particularly to the ac-

companyingdrawings, Aindicates the bodyor

shirt portion of the garment, which is formed
of elastic knit fabriec. 'The bust portion of
the shirt is cut or slit from the front of the
neck-opening B to the center of each of the
armpit-openings, the line of each cut being
that of a substantially quarter-circle and in-
dicated by the letter . Thus a substantially

‘inverted-V-shaped front portion Cisformed, |

the lines of the V being quarter-circles. TFlaps
D are also formed by these cuts, which flaps
overlap the edges of portions C, to which
they are secured by means of buttons E and
buttonholes F. The upper edges of these
flaps form the front portion of the neck-open-
ing, and through the upper edge of the rear

~ portion of the neck and the upper edges of

these flaps a draw-string orribbon G is passed, |
which serves to draw and hold the parts to- |

¥

gether at the neck and also to hold the meet-
ing edges of the flaps together at the upper
end of portion C. o

- When the ends of the draw-string are un-
tied and the flaps unbuttoned, front portion
C drops downwardly, while the flaps may be
turned back, as illustrated in Fig. 3, so that
the entire upper front portion of the garment
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is open, whereby it may be very easily and

conveniently placed upon or removed from
the body of the wearer. |
In nursing either of the flaps may be un-

buttoned and turned back, so as to permit ac- -

cess to one side of the bust without exposing
the other side-thereof. Thus the garment
will be found exceedingly convenient and de-

| sirable for mothers nursing infants.
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T'he bias facing 6’ along the quarter-circle

cuts 1s of the same knitted material of which

the garment is made, which is very elastic;

so that the elasticity of the garment at that .

point 18 not decreased, but is increased over

that possessed by garments using other kinds
of facings. o
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From the foregéing de‘scription:it will be

seen that we have produced a very convenient
and advantageous knitted undergarment pos-
sessing considerable merit over garments of
this class heretofore patented. -
Having thus fully described our invention,

what we claim as new, and desire to secure by

Letters Patent of the United States, is—
A shirt, the upper front part C, thereof be-
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ing essentially in the form of an inverted V,

the edges being curved and extending from
the armpit on each side to the center of the

neck, and the flaps D, D, integral with the
shoulder and back portions of the shirt, the

g

edges of said flaps being eurved to correspond
with the curved edges of the front and which
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they overlap, said front and flaps being pro-

vided with buttons and buttonholes at the
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bottom and intermediate points and a.draw- -

string extending around the upper edge of
the back portion and along the upper edges of
the flaps, the ends of said string projecting
beyond the ends of the flaps, substantially as

~shown and described.

JOSEPH J. WALTER.
| . JOHN S. BROCKERT.
Witnesses: - . - S
| VERNON B. ARNOLD, -
CHAS. F. HErBsT, Jr.!
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