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To all whom it may concern: -
Beitknown thatI, FRANK WALENTA, a citi-

zen -of the United States of America, and a

resident of North Tarrytown, in the county

of Westchester and State of New York, have

invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Games, of which the following is a
specification. |

This game is played with a spinning-top,
and the game-board consistsof a flat table, on
which the top is spun. The top instead of
having the customary pointed peg on which
to spin has a peg with a flat end, so that when
spinning it will continnally shift its position
onthetable. Anumberofflexibleand elastic
vertical pillars for balls are rizidly -attached
to the table at their lower ends, and at their
upper ends they are free to vibrate in any lat-
eral direction. The upper ends of the sup-
ports have shallow cups, and the balls are
loosely carried in the cups. The top is con-
fined to the table while spinning by an in-
closing railing. 'The table supports a top-
holder, against which the top is guided and
supported while being spun. The object of
the game is to dislodge as many balls as pos-
sible by the impact of the spinning top with
the pillars with ball-cups at their upper ends,
on which the balls are balanced. A slight
inclination is given to the table, so that the
balls when dislodged from the ball-cups on
the pillars will on falling on the table roll
toward one end. At the lower end passage-

- ways for the balls are provided under the rail

and they communicate with pockets for the
balls, which are ranged along the end outside
the rail. - |

In the accompanying sheet of drawings,
which forms a part of thisapplication, Figure
1 is a perspective view of the game-board,
showing a top supported against the top-

ot the top. .
The game-board has a flat table A, inclosed
by a rail B above the level of the table and at
a height sufficient to bring it. opposite that
part of the top C which is of the largest di-
ameter—that is to say, the body of the top.
The table is slightly inclined from the end e,
which is highest, to the end /, which is lowest.
Near the end which is highest the table car-
ries a top-holder D, which is in the form of a

Fig. 2isan elevation

f

| bracket with two vertical grooves d d, in

which the pingc ¢ at the two ends of the top
can be supported while the top is being spun.
The rail is notched opposite the.bracket, so
that the cord for spinning the fop can be led
horizontally from the top through the notch.

Nine flexible and elastic vertical pillars E,
with ball-cups at their upper ends for balls
G, are shown. These arerigidly attached at
their bases to the surface of the table, two
near the corners which is highest and the re-
maining seven in a cluster near the end which
1s lowest. 'T'his particular distribution of the

‘pillars is preferred by me; but the arrange-
-mentor number is not essential.

The flexi-
ble pillars may be of any suitable flexible and
elastic material. As shown, each is a coiled

- spring, the lower end of which fits over a pin

I, set in the table. The spring ends at the
top in a loop or ring, which serves as a shal-
low cup to loosely support a ball. A series
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of pins Hare setin the table and project above

as high as the body of the top.. They serve to
divide the portion of the table which contains
the cluster of seven flexible pillars from the
portion on which the top is spun. The spaces
between these pins are sufficient for the top
to pass readily; butthe top will strike one of
the pins at first and bound back and forth
between the pins and rail until its natural
course happens to be through the middle of
one of the spaces, when it will pass through

- to the portion of the table at the lower end
with the cluster of seven flexible
~will then bound back and forth between the

pillars. It
pillars and inclosing pins and rail of this por-
tion until the force of the top is spent and
will “dislodge the balls on the ends of the
flexible pillars whenever the pillars are forei
bly struck by the top. | , |
A series of pockets P are placed at the lower
end of the table outside of the rail,and passage-

| ways p, through which the balls can pass, lead

undertherailing at thisend between the table
and the pockets. Owing to theinclination of
the table, each ball as it is dislodged and falls

onthetablerollsintothe pockets. Thebody of

the top is at a height above the table which is
greater than the diameters of the balls. The

inclosing railing is even with the body of the
top, and there is therefore ample room under
the railing for passage-ways for the balls on
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thesurfaceof the table.
value are placed beside each of the flexible
pillars to represent the amount to be scored
whenever a ballis dislodged from the support.
Those pillars from which the balls are least
frequently dislodged are given higher num-
bers than are given those pillars from which
the balls are most frequently dislodged.
Numbers of different value are also placed at
each pocket to represent the amount to be
scored when a ball enters a pocket. The
pocket in which the balls enter least fre-
quently are given higher numbers than are
given to the pockets in which the balls enter
most frequently. |
What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent of the United States, 1s—
1. A game-board consisting of a flat table
with a plurality of flexible and elastic pillars

ricidly attached at their bases to the table

and provided with ball-cups at their upper
ends, the pillars being free to vibrate at their
upper ends in any lateral direction, substan-
tially as described.

2. A game-board consisting of a flat table |

Numbersof different |
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with a plurality of flexible and elastie pillars
formed of helical springs rigidly attached at
their bases to the table and provided with
ball-cups at their upper ends, the pillars be-
ing free to vibrate at their upper ends in any
lateral direction, substantially as described.

3C

3. In a game, the combination of a flat and .

slightly-inclined table with a plurality of pil-
lars having ball - cups at their upper ends,
balls for the ball-cups, a top, the body of
which is a height above the table which 18
oreater than the diameter of the balls, an 1n-
closing railing for the table at a height even
with the body of the top, a series of pockets

at the lower end of the table and outside the .

railing, and passage-ways under the ralling
and on the surface of the table between the
portion of the table within the railing and the
pockets, substantially as described.
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Signed by me at North Tarrytown this 23d 45

day of November, 1901.
FRANK WALENTA.
Witnesses:
J. If. TOMLIN,
C. W. IHANEL.
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