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To all whom it may c’éncerm | |
Beitknown that I, NATHAN SCHWAB, of the

city, county, and State of New York, have in-

vented certain new and useful Improvements

in Envelop-Moisteners, of which the follow- |

Ing is a full, clear, and exact desecription.
My invention relates to improvements in

-envelop-moisteners; and the object of my in-

vention is to produce a very cheap and sim-
ple device which can, if desired, be conven-
lently carried in the pocket, which will con-
tain a charge of liquid, such as water, suffi-
clent to last a long time, and whichis always
ready for use without any manipulation to
prepare if. | | B
Another object of my invention is to shape
and construct the device so that the mois-

tening-pad will sufficiently check a too-rapid

flow of water, to adapt it also to fit nicely
upon the gummed portion of an envelop, and,
further, to produce a spring buffer and guide
which will hold the free end of the pad in PoO-
sition for effective use and will compensate

for any wear or shrinkage of the pad, so that

the latter 1s always in usable shape until it is
worn out. -

It will be understood, however, that while
this invention is particularly adapted foruse
in moistening the gum of envelops I do not
restrict it to such use; but it can be used for
any analogous purpose.

T'o these ends my invention consists of an

envelop-moistener, the construction and ar-.

rangement of which will be hereinafter de-
seribed and claimed. |

Reference is to be had to the acecompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference refer
to similar parts throughout the several views.

Figurel isa side elevation of my improved
moistener, taken on aside to show the flatten-
ed end of the tube or barrel. Fig. 2 is alon-
gitudinal eross-section of the device, and Fi g,
3 18 a detail perspective view of the spring
buffer and guide. | |

The hollow barrel 10 is adapted to contain
the charge of water, and it is preferably cy-
lindrical in shape, of a size to be conveniently
grasped and operated, and should be small
enough to be carried without difficultyin the
pocket. It can be made of any suitable ma-
terial and is usually made of hard rubber.

l |

' Atoneendthetube or barrel 10 is flattened,
as shown at 11; but this flattening of the bar-
| rel is not essential, and it can be made eylin-
drical or elliptical in cross-section, if pre-

ferred. The end of the tube just referred to
carries the pad 12, which projects from the
tube end and is of some fibrous of porous ma-
terial through which water can percolate;
but the material should be close enough to
prevent the too-rapid flow of water.
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It will be seen that the pad would be likely '

to become loose and leak unless some check-

- Ing means were provided, and to this end I

use the spring buffer and guide 13. This is
in the form of a loop, as shown, and it has

two free members 14, which are essentially

parallel with each other and are reduced at
their free ends, these members being made
to spring apart by reason of their connection
with the loop 13. It will be seen that when
they are inseried in the end of the tube, be-
tween the pad and the wall of the tube, as
best shown in Fig. 2, the members compress
the pad, so that the water does not flow too
rapidly through it. They also prevent it
from getting loose, and at the same time the
buffer or loop 13 forms a backing for the pro-

jecting portion of the pad and also acts as a

guide to enable it to be run nicely along the
end of any material to be moistened. |

The upper end of the tube or barrel 10 is
closed by a screw-cap 16, which can be re-
moved when the barrel is to be filled.

From the foregoing desecription it will be
seen that I provide a very simple and con-
venient moistener which is adapted to rap-

1dly, easily, and neatly moisten envelops or.

other surfaces. | :
Having thus described myinvention, wha
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, is—

1. Asan improved article of manufacture,
an envelop-moistener comprising a hollow
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tube or barrel having a closure at one end, a -

pad held in the opposite end of the barrel and
arranged to project therefrom, and a remov-

able buffer or guide at the end of the barrel,

the said guidehavingits outer portion formed
into & loop and having a shank extending
into the barrel between the pad and the wall
of the barrel. - -

2. A device of the kind described, compris-
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ing a hollow tube or barrel having a closure | of the barrel, the buffer having its outer por-
~at one end, a porous pad held in the oppo- | tion made in the form of a 100p, merging in 15
- site end of the barrel so as to pr oject there- palallpl spring members, the said membels
from, and a spring buffer or guide held in the | lying in the tube between the wall thereof
5 end of the barrel next the pad the said guide and the pad. -
~ abutting with the pad where it projectsfrom | In testimony whel eof I ha,ve signed my T

 the barrel and having spring members ex- | name to this spemﬁcatlon in the presence of zo0
~ tendinginto the barrel between the wall there- | two subscribing witnesses. =
- ofandthepad -
" 1o 3. The combination with the hollow tube | - NATHAN SOHVVAB
~ or barrel, having a closure at one end, with a In mesence of— |
- pad in the oppos1te end of the ba1re1 of a; WARREN B. IIUTCHINSON
spring-buiffer projecting from the paddedend | - WALTER S. ALLERTON.
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