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To all whom it may conceri:
Be it known thatI, WirLiaM J. MCDEVITT,

of Philadelphia,inthe countyof Philadelphia-|

and State of Pennsylvania, haveinvented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Desks,
of which the following is a specification.
My invention 1elates to certain improve-

ments in desks, and particularly to that class
wherein the lid or coveris adapted to fold up
to close the body thereof and when unfolded
or iowered formsa table for the writer. Here-
tofore in desks of this character it has in
some cases been customary to provide chains
or jointed arms the respective terminals of
which have been pivoted to the body of the
desk and to the lid orcover, so that the latter

when lowered may be given support; but-the

sald chains or jointed arms have formed an
obstruction to the free use of the lid when
lowered, owing to the fact that they project
outwardly from the body of the desk to a
point near the front edge of the lid or cover,
which confines the user to the space between
sald chainsor jointed arms. Again, thechains
or jointed arms above referred to have given
but indifferent support to the lid or cover,

‘not giving that rigidity or steadiness which is

desirable. Now by myinvention these chains
orjointed armsare dispensed with and in their
stead simple, inexpensive, and effective sup-
ports are provided whereby the lid or cover
is rigidly sustained, said supports being so
arranged that the entne surface ot the lid 18
free from obstruction.

Myinvention consists of a desk of this Clld:l"

acter comprising a body having a convenient |

arrangement of eompartments therein, a lid
or cover therefor, movable supports adjacent
sald cover and upon which the latter rests
when lowered for use, and means for aunto-
matically moving said supports in and ouf

simultaneously with the clesing and opening

of the desk.

It further consists in the combination, with
the desk, of movable repositories adapted to
hold ink-wells, pen-wipers, stationery, and
other paraphernalia, said repositories being
moved into proper position for use when the
lid is lowered and moved out of the way when
the 1id or cover is raised to close the desk.

It further consists of the novel features of
construction and arrangement of parts, all of

s—

Kig. 2
. showing the desk closed.

| the lid 1in t

which will be hereinafter fully described, and

particularly pointed in the appended claims. .
55

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a
desk constructed according to my invention,
the same being shown open ready for use.
representsafrontelevation of the same,
Fig. 3 represents
a central vertical section taken through the
movable compartment wherein the ink-well
and pen-wiper are held, the lid or cover in
this instance being shown lowered and said
compartment brought forward into position
for use. Fig. 4- represents a similar view
taken through the compartment wherein the
stationery and other paraphernalia are held,
this instance being closed and Sald
compartment being moved out of the way.

Fig. b represents a perspeetwe view of one of

the hinges for the lid or cover removed.

6o,
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Similar reference-numerals indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the ﬁn*mes of the draw-

ings,
Referring to said (hawmﬂs 1 desmnates

the body of the desk, %upported upon the legs

2, both of which may be ot‘ any desued Or Or-
amental character.

As shownin the drawings, the construetion

of the bodv 1 of the desk closely resembles

that of desks of a similar character at present
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in use, the same being formed with a solid

back 3 a top piece 4, and end pieces d, which
latter 1nclme downwmdly and outwal dly
from the top 4 to a point flush with the front

edge of the table 6 and to which they are se-

cur ed in any usual or convenient manner,

guideways 7 adjacent the end pieces 5 and
parallel therewith,

outer ends of which form the supports for the

lid or cover when the latter is loweled as

will be described.

The interior of the body 1 is plowded at
each end with compartments 9 and 10, re-
spectively, the former being adapted to Te-
ceive therein a movable block or base 11,which
is provided with cavities to receive therein
ink-wells 12 and pen-wiper 13, said block or

sald guideways being
adapted to receive therem sliding bars 8, the_

The table 6 is provided with horizontal

90
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base being further provided with a vertical

‘extension 14 from which projeet hooks 15,

thus formm..fr a convenient and effective pen
or pencil rack.

The compartment 10 at_the _,

8o '



oppos1te end of the body 1 is adapted to re- |
~celve a repository 16 for paper, envelops,

~stamps, &ec., said 1ep081t0ry being mounted

upona base 17 similarin every respeet to that

11 just described.

18 designates rods, the respeetne nnds of

‘which are secured to the blocks or bases 11

| and 17 and to the bars or rails 8, so that when

o the latter are moved forward dnd backward.
by mechanism to be deseribed said blocks or

IO

- bases 11 and 17 will be oaused to move simul-

_taneously with them.

The forward ends of the blockq or bases 11

- and 17 are recessed a8 shown at 19, toreceive

“therein links 20, whleh are pwoted therein
‘and to arms 21, whlch latter are in turn piv-
‘oted to the lid or cover 22 at 23, so that when

- said cover or lid is moved upwa,rdly upon its

20

| -hmfres 24 the rods 21 will cause the links 20

to move upon their pivots until said links

- shall have engaged the upper walls of the re-
. cesses 19,

nd a continued movement will

. cause the bloeks or bases 11 and 17 to be

moved rearwardly, and coincidently there-

with the bars 8 through the agency of the

~rods 18 will also be mnved rearwardly until

‘their front ends w ill be in line flush with the

- front edcre of the t&blu 6, as best seen in Flt‘rs
 2and 4.

- 30

~desk will throngh the arms 21 and links 20

cause the blocks or bases 11 and 17 to be

| - moved forward partially out of their respec-

35

tive compartments, so that access may be’
readily had to the ink-well, pen-rack, and

'_ btatlonery repository, as will be a,ppa,rent

40

- sumed the p051t10n shown in Figs. 1 and 3 |
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The lid or cover 22 is provided with grooves
- 25 atornear each end thereof, which are pref-
erably square in transverse qectlon ‘and the

arms 21 are made correspondingly square, so
that when the lid has been opened and as-

the arms will lie in the grooves ﬂush with

~ the lid, as will be apparent, thus providing a

perfecbly level, unbroken, _zmd unobstructed

- surface.

- The space between the inner wall of the

- compartments 9 and 10 may be arranged, as

shown, with compartments 26 and 27 and

_drawers 28 and 29, although it is apparent

- that the same may be eonqtrueted differently

without in any way interfering with the op-.

eration of or departing from the splrlt of my
invention. -

Fig. 5 illustrates in pmspectwe one of the
hmﬂ'es used to secure the lid or cover 22 to

the ta,ble 6, said hinges being adapted to fit.

. 1nto the D'IOOVGS 251in the 11d or cover and in

: o

‘similar grooves 30, formed in the table 6. As

will be observed sald hinges consist of the
members 31, hawnﬂ' opposmely-dlsposed ver-

| t1ea1 walls 32, pwoted ton'ether at 32*, and 1n-

—
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tervening horizontal portions 33, which latter '

are mowded with holes 34 f01 SCrews 395,
which secure the same within the orooves 25

and 30, as clearly shown in Fig. 3. “The arms-

91 will lie between the walls 3% when the lid
1s in its lowered position, and hinges will be
pt actically concealed from view. |

It 1s obvious that my invention prowdes 1n
a simple inexpensive manner a desk which
is particularly well adapted for the purposes
intended and one wherein the whole surface

of the lid may be used, it being apparent that

the movable compmtments will retain the'

ink-well, pen-wiper, and stationery, &c.,

such manner as to preclude all posmblllty of_

damage to the desk through the poamble up-

'settmﬂ' of the ink-well.

Hmvmﬂ' thus described my invention, Wh&t
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So._-

I claim, and desire to secure by Lettel s Pat-

ent, 1s as follows:
1. A desk of the eharaeter de%erlbed com-
prising a bodyand a hinged cover or lid thel e-

for, movable supports _adjacent sald lid and
body, and adapted to sustain the lid when in

its lowermost position, movable compart-
ments arranged within the body of the desk,

and arms.connected to the lid, links pivoted

t0 the arms and attached to the com partments

| for automatically and simultaneocusly mov-
The action of lowermw the. hd to open the._

ing said supports and compartments with the

~opening and closing of the desk. |
2. A desk of the chama,etel deseribed, com-_ |

prising a body provided with wu1deways sald
body having movable compartments therein,
adapted to hold an ink-well, pen-wiper, pen-
rack, and stationery, a hinged lid or cover
for said body, movable supports adapted to
move in guideways formed in the body of the
desk, and to support said lid or cover when
in its lowermost position, and arms connected

to the lid, links pivoted to the arms and at-

tached to the compartments and to the sup-
ports whereby said supports. and compart-
ments are automatically moved with the open-

ing and closing of the desk.

05
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3 A desk of the character described, com-

prising a body having movable compartments
therein, a hinged cover for said body, said
cover being provided with grooves, arms

‘adapted to said grooves and pivoted to said
cover, links connected to said arms and piv-

oted to the base of said compartments, mov-
able supports adapted to sustain said cover

~when in its lowermost position, and rods con-

nected to the compartments and to the sup-

ports to move therewith, substantially as de-
Scrlbed
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